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DUCK SEASON TO OPEN LATE 

The Rono M.i ni st~r f or F::L sher :i.es and Fam.18-9 Mr.o Go Ce Mei:;Kh.n:ion,, 1'."ecently 
au.nom::v;: ed the c han.g e i n t he ope:oi:og day f o:r the wi l d, d1x;k shooti ng seasono 

A,;; +;ir:i.g on t h _, :reoomrne:ndat:i.ons 0-f the Faur.1.a Proter1 tio:r.i. Advi sory Ccimm.ith:ie 1n.d. 
departme,11/.:3..l re S'38,r 0 h Btaf.f,. Mr N'v:1,~;J~i :(l)O..f\,., . ':lP ':l epted i n p r i.n1.:• i ple tha +; thF.l opFtd x1g 
date b e s ·,t on a biological bas:i.s .ra -r;ner t .han on t rad:i.ti.<:Jno 

The Di.re<a1 tor ., as Chi ef War-den o.t' Fauz1a 9 :re013ntl.y issued an open 1e t t e.r. t o 
fa:cme:r.s ~ r:i.atur a.l ists9 du1:ik shoot er.s i> nature lo11e:rs 9 spor t Btor e own;;n•s and others "' 
outli ning t he reasr,r:i.s fo:r the .)hange" TbJ.s l e t t e r is published in full belowg = 

Dear. F:r.ie:nd.s 9 

Change s have to bF,< made t:<J the traditional duck shooti .ng season . ., 

DUCK STOCKS OVER.ALL .ARE LOWg Don 8d b e mi sl.ed :i.:ut o doubti ng thi.s should they 
happen t o be more plentiful i n your d i s t.ri o t at the m•;,ro.en +:., Du.cks a:re rn';\ lter 

eve .r.i.ly d i stri:butedo 

Our experts have looked a t the si t uatic:n on a ata:t1t.=wide ·ba si s .,, Th.ev bz t1-,:., 
made surv,s,y s -by l and and by air and they repor t g 11DUCK STOCKS ARE DOWN o 

11 
, 

THEY .ARE DOWN BECAUSE 

a:Pproxi mately 500 r 000 a!:;\r e s of p:d me waterfowl wetland.s betw-:len Perth 
a:rul Bussel t on have been drai.:ned t 

* vast areas of what were undist urbed r ef uges have been expo sed to all 
types o.f human d.istur.banoe tkr.ough agricultur al development in the 
last few yea:rs., 

V~ CANNOT TURN THE CLOCK BACK., 

We oa.nnot return the wetlands t o the waterfowU 

BUT WE CAN= 

(a.) Reduc e mortali ty by avoiding the dest ruc tion of parent and immature 
'birds ,, egg s and clutches of you.ng 9 which occul'.' s when the season opens 
too early .. 

(b) Save remai ning wetlands by better land use. 

( c ) Purchase key areas with moneys from the- FAUNA CONSERVATION TRUST FUND 
wbi,::Jh is to be financed by a Game L:i.censi:ng system. 

(a.) Rehabilitate spoiled areas such as salt flatsi uselessly drained ©r 
cleared and eroded land .. 



2o 

( e) Improve the fauna c arrying capacity of farm lands by fenc ing 
sections of dams ll distributing nesting boxes,, and plant:Lng 
trees 9 shl'.'ubs and other cover and food plantso 

(:) J.mrrove ex:Ls t ing habitat by damming c reeks and other run=o±'fs 
i:. ::, r'ceatreJ m9re wetlands and by blas ting potholes in potenti ally 
productive -flats that now dry cut too soono 

The :B'aune Conservation Trust Fu.ad. wi11 p rcnride fu/lds for most of tM,s 
VJO:...,ko 

De:laying the opening of the season and. aboli.shlng the dual opening are 
j c:.st the first steps of a new;, real c; onservation prog:camme of whioh the game 
li .cer:se will be the keyo ';ve and the ducks need your co=operation to set this 
;=~ogramme in gearo Everyone who buys a l i c ense will participate in thi s 
~J .:cogrru:r.me o 

SUPPORT CONSERVATIONo 

Sincerely yours., 

Ao Jo li'raser~ 
CHIEF . WARDEN OF FAUNA 

The 1968 duck shooting season will open at 2.oOO porno on January 2.0 and 
close at mid.ni.ght on April .30" 

The season will apply to all the South=West and Eucla Land Divisions~ 
thus abolishing the separate opening for the dairying districtso 

PROTECTION ACT faJvIEJ\mMENT 

FAUNA BILL GOES BE:?ORE PARLIAMENT 
= - -- -

A Bill to amend the Fauna Protection Act and retitle it as the Fauna 
Conservation Act was prRsented to Parliament by the Minister for Fisheries 
2.nd Faunav Mro Go Co Mcv0.Klnno;n on September 200 

As this Bulletin goes to press the Bill is i:n the sec ond :reading stage 
ano. no indication as to when it will complete its passage through Parliament 
can be gi.veno 

However~ it is anticipated that the Fauna Officer will outline the pro= 
-,risions of the Fauna Protection Act Amendment Bill at the Annual. Staff 
Conferenceo If the Bill shall by then have passed through Parliament an 
outline of the Fauna Conservation Act will be giveno 

TUNA SURVEY 

The ninth in the c urrent series of aerial surveys was flown between 
August 14--220 


