
Fish populations present in fJ Ommero:i,al quantities are m:1.i .:=: -,Jp mainly 
of r uffs ~ gar fish~ treval1y1 gropers samson fish and sharka L:i sp::Lte of' 
this~ · t he absence of a £'i :::>hing flt::et in the harb01X!:' ne~rnJ.' fail s to surpri se 
the vis:L t or int er.;.st,;::;d in commercial fishingo At :t'i rBt s :tghtll Esper a n:::e 
waters appear t o have everyth,ng necessary to maintai n a commercial. fish= 
ery~ and this proidse has lm:s d many fishermen to the dh•,tr icta However~ 
ths ·, have without exception f'a:Ued t o establish them.sel.ve s ; the la.ck of 
quality fishs the areas Q great dis ta.nee from markets anr.l the l a.ck of a. 
local market all combined to render the ventures aborti:ve a 

AERIAL OBSERVATIONSt 

Mr. Kitch Godfrey has reported some of the observations he made dur= 
ing the fauna survey flights in September o 

Small Tlrtle s 

Numerous small turtles~ apparently green turtles j were sighted app= 
roximately 5) miles north~west of Broomeo They appeared to be less than 
half size" lvlro Godfrey said that this was the first time tr.at such large 
numbers of small turtles were observed since the aerial tuna surveys 
commenced last Decembero 

Bernier Island 

The survey airc;raft flew over this island on September 22 in a :north­
erly dir ec tion at a height of 5)0 feet at 1312 hourso 

A total of 19 goats and ld.ds were seen in small groups up to 5 in 
number, north of Boulder Pointo Apparently some goats were lying up or 
concealed in bushese 

On the return flightj the party flew over Bernier Island on September 
28 (in a southerly directi on) at a height of 5)0 feet at 0915 hourso 

A total of 24 goats and 3 kids were seen in the same areac 

Reporting on the general conditions, Mro Godfrey said that it was 
warm and many goats could have been under covero Several were close to 
bushes with only head and neck showingo The area where the goats were 
sighted is the most thickly covered part of the island~ 



ThE.: sano. ernsion and spa~· se g.rcmth along all the edge s and at the s outher n 
enc. of' t he i s1a..'1d wer-~ q uJ.- ;e ,,rpparcnt from the air~ 

rr1-·e ci.soision of the Commonweal th Govern--:~-- ~t to decl are an 
'; exclusi ve fi shing zone 11 betweE-,n thr·ee and twelve miles f'rom shore in no 
way effects the opere.ti.or-; of Aus t raJ,ia:n fi shermeno The new zone act1:aJ.ly 
l.ie s within t he area of' )p roclaimed waters II under···t he C orr.rr.onv,ecl.l th 
Fisherie s ~J\cto The only change is that Aust r alia will n ow h&.ve juri so.ic= 
tion over foreign as weJ.l as locaJ. fishermen within the new zone ~ 
Pr~viously the Commonweal th couJ..d i n outside water s .9 l egisla te onl y fo r 
Australi an nationals ., 

Consi der ation wa s given to the quest i on of patr olling t he new zone 
at the r ecent Commonweal t h/States Fisher ies Conferenc e~ As an out c ome the 
.matter is t o be r ef erred t o t he Depar-tment of Defence with a view t o obt­
aining assistance f'rom the Navy and A:Lr Force . 

When this pr oposal was discus sed1 i t was r ecogni sed t ha t the Services 
would be unable to provi de a complete cover of the new zoneo It is there~ 
fore being suggested. t hat a t tention shoul d be g i ven to a f ew of the more 
sensitive areas where impor t ant fisheries were bei ng expl oited by Aus t r a­
l ians ana/or where f oreign operat i on s had been t aki ng place. 

Ar eas of t he West Australian coast suggested for patrolling were 
as followsg-

Bunbuzy to Shark Bayo 

As the West e r n Australi an Gover nment carries out regular patr ols 
during the crayfishi ng season~ it was felt that no regular patr ols should 
be undertaken by t he Services . However ,I) it was considered that Naval 
vessels moving through the ar ea should be alerted ~o look for foreign 
fishing vessels and t hat arrangements be made for ad hoc. patrols as 
nece ssaryo 

Nort h~ West Coa s t o 

Owing to the distance involved.I) the provision of patrol pre se·nt s 
serious problems. As Australian fishermen become more active i n the area, 
fore i gn fishing operations will be reportedo If foreign fishermen extend 
their fishing operations into the areaj the situation will naturally be­
come more difficult. 


