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Fish populations present in commercial quantities are mad: up mainly
of ruffs, gariish, trevally, groper, samson fish and shark. l1i spite oI
this, the absence of g fishing fleet in the harbowr nevsr fails to surpriss
the visitor intersstzsd in commercial fishing. At first sight, Esperance
waters appear to have everything nscessary to maintain a commercial fishe=
ery, and this prowiss has lurcsd many fishermen to the districte However,
the- have without exception failsd to establish themselves;tha lack of
quality fish, the arsas® great distanse from markets and the lzask of a
local market all combined to render the ventures abortive.

AERTAL OBSERVATIONS?S

Mr. Kitch Godfrey has reported some of the cobservations he made dur-
ing the fauna survey flights in September,

Small Tvrtles

Numerous small turtles, apparently green turtles, were sighted app-=
roximately 50 miles north-west of Broome. They appeared to be less than
half size. Mr. Godfrey said that this was the first time that such large
numbers of small turtles were observed since the aerial tuna surveys
commenced last Decembers

Bernier Island

The survey aircraft flew over this island on September 22 in a north-
erly direction at a height of 500 feet at 13512 hours.

A total of 19 goats end kids were seen in small groups up to 5 in
number, north of Boulder Foint. Apparently some goats were lying up or
concealed in bushese

On the return flight, the party flew over Bernier Island on September
28 (in a southerly direction) at a height of 500 feet at 0915 hourse

A total of 24 goats and 3 kids were seen in the same area.

Reporting on the general conditions, Mr. Godfrey said that it was
warm and many goats could have been under cover. Several were close to
bushes with only head and neck showing. The area where the goats were
sighted is the most thickly covered part of the island.



The gsnd erosion and spavse growth alorng all the edges and at the southern

end of the island wers gquits apparent from the air.



