
lVi:c ,. k'ierm-'1,r;n, c o::i .. el ·;;:Jed. his ad.dre ss by saying that he wou.lfl l ike t o r ef'er 
to t he a cimowJ.edgel'.t need. f ~r :fishm.>::tes edu.09.:tion an.'1. training,, He mentioned. 
that -the Gom.1J,0nweaJ. th an3.. States hai:!. 9,greed t o t he appo:i .. ntmeni; of an off'ic ,sr 
t0 orf;arrise an cid,11c 5.ti.o::-~ p:rogJ,rjarrurKJ0 

'.l.'l..:r_E TU~rTANNING RESEFJlE 
no-:-.-.~-~-~~"'~-

This res;,::l'Vt;; rta.s vested in the Fauna Protection .i\d·,risor-s Committee cm 
,Tanua;ry 28,, 19 6'.)., It i s situated some eighteen miles east of Pingel l y and 
contains outstand::Lr:.g 8X3Illple s of. extreme diversity of habi +::1 t types in a. smaJ.l 
,9.'.i'.'ea" It i z 3j452 ac.r•3s in exti:>nt and consists of later~_tic highlands in the 
northern and. south0rn a.reas 9 be tween which e rosion has ur,..;overed masses of· gra= 
r.,:Lt;:1 anti _pr·cd:u::::.sd. ozt ,::::r. s i ve granitic soils~ It is particularly rich i n native 
animals while t he pJ..ant asssm·olage ,~overs some seven well-marked associations 
r:3.:nging from sand plain t o a white gum foresto Some of' the i"auna species sigh­
ted. f r equently :i.ncluds g.rey kar,garoo 1 tammarii brushta:il posscllll,, maJ.lee fowlj 
ye1low=winged honey€2.,_8r3 we stern r ose1:La 3 twe nt y-eight parrot9 grey curravmng, 
common bronzewing p:i.r eo , bettong1 trichosurus 8 magpie11 isoodo~., bettongi a 9 

fro6,uouth, golden whi "' der , grey far1tailr kookabu.t'ra 9 rufus whistler,mistletoe 
b1.rd1 spotted. par-dGlote 9 ;, squeaker and crowc 

The white gum forest is found in the more fertile loams in the valleys;; 
where it is associa ted wit,h bo.x: poi son and jam,, Two different associations of' 
Acacia are evid.ent9 the more impor tant being that dominated by jam; occurring 
on the better-class soil s and merging into the white gum areas The other is a 
black wattle association occurri ng cio:Qgthe bottoms of' the valleys and along 
the water courses~ Sheoak form;:; a:.most pure stands in the granitic soils while 
thickets of ma].let clothe the s ts - ~; rocky slopes below the gravelly tops of the 
hillso Few plants regularly g r ow in aRsociation with mallet but, in this 
reserve., b ullo,:;k poison fo rm2. a c ons · ant U.l'lderstorey.. York gum dominates the 
flora i n certai n p l ace s., while in the lateri tic soils on the top of the scarps 
there has developed a mixed association dominated by dryru1dra and containing 
several other members of the proteaceae 9 together with representatives of other 
familiese 

It is the sand-plain association., however., for which the area is most 
noteworthyc This vegetation type occurs in seven localities scattered through= 
out the reserve, each of' them being o.istinctive in one or more respects. For 
example 1 one of these localities is distinguished by the .cbristmas tree, anoth­
er by the narrow-leaved banksia., 

In November~ 1964-j the State's first biological research station was open­
ed by the Minister for Fisheries and Fau.~a on thid reserve and since then major 
ecological r e search programmes have been conductedo 



The Department,, in con,jun:d;:io:n with the UniY6:rs ity of We s tern Aust:?:>alia,j 
holds an.nual f ield d.ays a t the resE:rve as the se are oonslder ed. an i mport= 
ant aspec t of reserve managemento 

The Tu:ttanning Re serve 9 wi th its :remarkable diversity of' fauna. a.11a. 
f J.o:ra,., and despit6 i:t.s limitea. area, is one of. the mos-t ,ralua.ble of all. 
the nature reserve s in We stern. Australia., 

TUNA SURVEY 

'.Phe t enth in a ~er:i.~!5 ':If' aerial t una spot ting surveys was flown. 
between September 22 to September 28 ~ 1967g 

C,omments~ 

Slight changes in water colour oondi.tions were ob served duri ng this 
SUJ'.:'V ey.. The muddy water from the river mouths appeared to be movi ng nor-th 
:i:n a weak streaJT1 .. Ln the northern area muddy c ondi tions existed close to 
the coast and n isolat ed areas off shore » it seems that t he muddy condit = 
ions off=shore are due to st:rong currents~ assooiated with spring tides., 
This observation is supported. by the fac t that., in these o:c'f~sho:r-e areas , 
the water had clearea. on the return flight when the neap tides were app= 
roe.chin.go 

Exc ept for t he "semi=pe rmanent" line situated near North We s t Cape., 
no significant m1r:r.ent lines were observed .. 

Weather conditions were good north of North West Cape but strong 
wi nds wc.:re enoe; i'nt~rea sou.th of tb.s 0apl';;J and spotting conditior.i.~ wer~ 
af'fec: t ed. adversely., 

Fi sh s .:.hool sightings were fewer than those made on the August f light~ 
Ninety fi1re pe,rcent of the sightings were ma.de in the off~shore area be= 
tween Nickol Bay and Port Hedlana.; bait school sightings were also fewer .. 

The Su:t'Yey was again ex tended to Wyndham and the flight pattern was 
d.esigned t o i nclude areas vihich could be potential prawning areas., 

Sea bi.r d sightings we1:·e l ower than those made on previous flights., 
The largest concentrations of sea birds sighted occurred in the area off­
shore from Port lied.land where tuna sightings were madee 




