
FAUNA OBSERVATI ONS 

E'auna Wai~clen RoF., Dear reports that whilst driving along t he Nor t h~West 
Coastal Highway on Sept ember 23 ll 1967 a he 6bserved 47 flock pi geons o The se 
were seen .i.n t b., early a f t er noon on a claypan 2 miles nor th of Yanrey Station., 
They seemed to be picking up gri t as seeds could not be found where they 
were feeding., The birds were i n adu1.t plumage and no juveni les were ob served., 

VOCATIONAL TRAINING AND EXTENSION SERVICES 
FOR FISHERMEN 

At the Commonwealth State Fisheri es Conference held in Perth f rom 
September 4 to 6~ the need for vocational traini ng and extension service s f or 
fishermen was again str essed0 This need was said to have been long c.'. recog= 
nised., 

Development has been defined as a property of },,,111an activity a.11d i .n the 
past it has largely been the shortage of skilled, exPerienced personnel ( i n 
both industcy . _and Government)which has retarded development of the fishing 
industryQ In agr i cu1.ture, such ~ imitations were long ago recognized and voe= 
ational t r aining and form.al education courses rangi:ri...g from classes in school 
to universi ty degrees and post-graduat e i:;r a.im.ng.. Extension services are 
also an accepted and gr owing feature of both Commonwealth and State agric­
u1.tural services~ 

Participants at the Australian Fisheries Development Conference in 
Canberra earlier this year considered the need for general and specieiised. 
vocational traini ng and technical education to be j ust as acute in the 
fishing industryo It was pointed out that this would become increasingly so 
as new equipment, including larger boats and more sophisticated elec tronic 
instrumentsi were introducede The particular need for special training for 
fishermen entering the northern fisheries, of which local people have had 
little exper iences, was recognizedo 

The Development Conference r ecommended that "extension services be est­
ablished and existing services be expanded to provide for the dissemination 
of the resuJ.ts of all research (including that being carried out overseas 
which is relevant to Australian conditions)~ and for an intelligence service 
to furnish weather, market and other relevant informationo 11 

The importance of such an extension service to provide informal, out- of­
school education to an industry in which skills and specialised knowledge are 
based on tradition tempered by personal experiencejis obviouso 


