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MD.USTER. FOR FISHER.I.ES AND FAUNA APPROVES 
APPLIDAT.101'( FORADDiTIONAL LAJ\lDING STRIP -~ 
-~~--=INH.OTJT.MAN ABROLBDS 
~~~~ 

An a.ppl:i0 a t-:l.o:n by G,e:ra.1.dton .A.tr Charter Pt y.,, Ltd.o D -to ~onsb."uot a 
l anct.i:ng st;;"."ip on Ra),; Isla:n. · in the Ea;;;te:r g!'.0oup has ·tiee:n app:t•ova,d. by t h e 
Minister f' or- F iBhe:ri!':•S a:n,.::,. F aur:,g,., Th8 Mird,st ~:l'." :i.n re.a ·.:fr,,J.:n.g h.1.£1 d.e,::3:Lsio:n 00:n:= 

s:Liered. t:b.at the natural 1°esou:r"0""f', of t rd.s is1anii havt-2 t eem badly a.e1:,p oliatea. 
by va:r·ious for.o.1s of' u Be :i;ri.o1uding guano :o:dxd.:r.,g and the pr owision o.E' e:ray.t'is1:d.ng 
:t'a0i:LL ti~So 

Rat Islar!.d. ontaJ.necl wha.'t has been d.e s .c,:r.:i'bsci. a i' i.;.h.B bigge ,s.t 'b ird. :ne s t ing 
colony in t he southern hem.ic3pher .,, .Befox,e the turn o:r t he .oentm:y 9 0 ri8 

o:r.":r.:d thologi::i.t. e~-t:tmated t hat , ·there wer !B mo:i:~e t.han U:-D'.'ee m.i.11:'l.,Jn b:'i.:rfLs n e.sti"Gg 
th"\ll"'e , :a.1•~.J:r. , ·th.an. tw:· @t2 a d ma:ny a,:'. he :f."cm:rv1 on Pe1s':1:rt 1'.f:i::L.a.na."' Man° 1,:. u.se r:Jf: 
R.s.t L0fl.ariL Lai2 und.oubtedLy r:s aus ed. t h e ] .tJSB of s-ux:f a:·),s 13,r1:i1 wM,c<h m-9.d.e thb i.2i."L:i:nd. 
use l e s ,s :for the b.fans ~ .Al t h rxugkJ some nP ~ ti:cg l:bg ered. cm lJnt il the 19 30 ° s 9 

v:Li::0tua1:1y J'.J.u:rl.8 ODC:Ul'."B t here JlOWo 

In its ap:i:,1 :i.0ation9 the .~, mpa:r.iy aJ .. ,so sought permissi.o:n t.o establi sh 
addi t i .ona.l 1.and.:Lng ~t r ips o:n Pelza:rt and Nox,th I sland 9 but was refused.a 

TheJ p nrpose of Pe.lsa,-: t Lila:n.d. ( an A 01a. s reseM·e) i:nc.lud Br: 11Faun.a 
Go:nse r vation11 an.a. the ,,;.orwtx0u(d <Lon of a st:cip on Pelsar0 t gov.la. no t be .anyth.:trcg 
but cont:r.a~cy t o th:ts p1xc"p0Be o I t; has 'been estimated that we11. :in e:x:0ess of o :ns 
nd.11:i.on bi:rd .s nest there,, i.nnhrli:ng -the :r:a.r@ Rea.~•tailed. Tropi;) B:i.rd.o A 
eo:nsl.a.erable pro:po:rtio:n cf the V'"'-St flights are Mutto:r~ .B:iJ:0ds wr.d,,:1h ~.:lg ·bur-:r·owB 
in wh:t.ch to n~Bto They are persiBten t i.n the:i.x' nesting habiti::,I' a:nci. i t wow.ii 
be out of t:.h.e que;st:1.on t o build. a~nything 'but seal ed :r·1mway;-s o·ve,r t hei r n.e:"ti:ng 
gr..:mnd.f. tc, prffd.d.e a ,..:: a:f:'A l and.1.ng strip,,, The hundred. of' t housana.s r,f' t e rns 
an.a. other b:i:rils which n8~:d; o't" ,:r, the length of -the is1and 9 would also b e a 
maj or hazard. to a:ny 1;:d.:t'>Jraet operating t her e. a Fu:rthermore 9 and. pr'imru•il.y 
we a_.. :u O +; want Pe1sa:t0t to b eo ome another Rat I s1B:i'ldo 

In t he case of North Islar.:ii'.l ther e a:rn sc i ent:Lf.'icaU.y in.tere.-s ting 
i:rnre:t:teb:ca.tes in thf.:1 sm&Ll salt lake wb:lch should. ·be preserved if possible ., 
A g:rJ:Sa.t de aJ .. of trouble rrright be c aused by e:rosio:n and. :3rrl.f'ti.ng s a_n_d dune 
i f even a si:;:l.;'ip of tt.~ v~,,g;et atio:n cover at p:rA Se"' ... ,~o:nsolid.a ti:ng the soi1 
Wa . .:\ to ·be a.e stroyedo ThE:::r s a:rn alre ady sl:-d.f t:L'og ;sand dune s on part of Nort h 
Island and. ad.di tional o:nes c ould. cove ~C' and ldll more vegetation and c ould 
c or1.tJei11ably 01rer'wbe lm t ih.e i'i.,sherms:n ° s hut;s ther e., Tb.is i slancl. is :ri cher in 
f.lo:t'a than other :i slands!! and, ha:r.bov.rs s ome f auna wa.11 wo:r0t h prestSl"'V'iTJgo 

Gons:La.e:r0:i.ng the :ra:.rity of emerge:0.01.es hi. the past.9 the ne@ds of" the 
No:r.thern and. Sout;hern Grov:ps 9 c.ould be :reasonably wel.1 met f'rom a l.B.:nding ,strip 
o:n Ra.t Islar!d. and the previm.1,51y approvea. appli c ation for a strip on East; 
Wallaby I sland,o 


