
AVCCET 

The Department I s Ward.en stationed. at 
v17:ynd.ham, Mr. V., T., Nelsoni, reported. sighting 
two Avocets (Recurvirostra novae-holland.iae) 
at Point Spring on Carl ton Hill Station in 
November 1967 o As Mr .. Nelson indicated. in 
his report, these birds occur all over the 
State:, but this was actually his first 
sighting of them in the Wyndham area., 
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Ser-ve .,1ty and. Whi ttell in their hand.book record. that this species occurs 
a..ll ove:c the State, but is rare in the north and. rare or absent in the extreme 
South-weste It visits the coastal plain estuaries in the summer months as far 
south as Busselton0 

) 

The Avocet' s (Recurvirostra novae-hollandiae) body plumage is mainly wl1i te 
with a chestnut head. and a broad white band ac:ross the middle of the brownish 
black wings o The mantle is ,vhite with two black stripes along it.. The long.9 
delicate black beak has a pronounced up-curve, a.ric1 the very long legs are a 
light grey-blue., There is no hind toe :, and the toes are fully webbedo It stands 
18 inches high., The flight is rather laboured!) · and when flying the Avocet 
carries its legs stretched out straight behinde Its food is meinly aquatic 
animals and plm1tso 

A MARK -_OF DISTINCTION 

HmY can you tell one fish from another, or one shrimp, one lobster, or even 
one whalell from all the others just like it? One way, of course, is to put a mark 
or tag on the individuals you are interested in~ 

Tagged. fishes can "tell" biologists some very interesting things about 
themselves: where they go, how many there are, how long they live:, or how many 
die each yeare 


