
ITEM VI 

Suhmi tted by Seagoing Inspac tor j Mr o K., V Q Steicke = 

90 .AJ..1 Departmental patrol ve ss':l1B should. be equipped with pot winchess '0 

Branch Heoos were in full agr':ieme:".lt th.at all Departmental vessels .should be 
equipped with pot wincheso As funds become e.vailable pot winches will be installed 
on all vessels .. 

ITEM VII 

Submitted by the late Inspectora M.r. I .. H,, Cardon -

"That amateur crab fishermen vwrki.ng drop nets from boats be restricted. to ·the 
number of nets they can usej by allowi_ng them to work only fu·op nets attached -to 
the boat; and that Fisheries Inspectors be empowered to confiscate drop ne t s not 
attached_ to a boat" Q 

Again most syndicatea were in agreement with this suggeEtion~ There a.re many 
aspects to t:he crab fishing problem as the size of the Department file on this 
sub,j ect will testi:f'y., Some of' these relate to interests of amateur fishermen" to 
popular misconceptions about the maintenance of crab populatiorrnt> and of cou.:rss 
t o the sale of crabs by ~ Shamateurs 1 • The problem pertaining to crabs i s unde:'l' 
consideration by the Minister, by the Directorj and by the General Fisheries 
Advisory Commi tteeo Such thoughts as were expressed at the Annual St aff Co:nf"t.::rence 
have been forwarded f .or inclusion in discussions and delibs:rationso 

ITEM VIII 

Submitted by t he late Inspectm:0
, Mre I.Le Card.cm = 

11That the mar:t.'on season be opened on December 1511 
c 

The ma,jorit y of syndicates were against an earlier openiJ1g date for the marron 
season0 Branch Hea,ds endorsed this v i ew and expressad. agreement with the suggestion 
tha,t it be most aa:vantageous to wait with ma.king amendment s until such time as 
Mro Ne Morrissy, the Dapartrnent 8 s Freshwater Fisheries Res8a.rch Officera reports 
on the result of his research work~ 

THE FAUNA OFFICER SPEAKS 
ON WAYS TO 

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 

Mro HoB. Shugg, in his recent radio broadcast spoke on ways the man on the 
land can assist in the conservation of our wildlife. 

Herewith is the text of Mr. Shugg 1 s address :-



"The i ncreasing number of students and. scientists coming hers from overseas 
to see and study our fauna. is IJl'Oof of' the world ir:.terest in our wildlife., 
By and. lm•gej most Australians.!/ toojl are sympathetic to the need for wildlife 
conservation» but sympathy by i ts~lf c an achieve nothing. We have to take 
p:i:-ac tica.l st;er,s to retain this natur al asset which history· has shown is so 
easily los;!;~ and 9 once los-t;j is so impossible to :recreatee It is youJl the 
cn"c1:.r1try t o1k., who hava ths r EHil opportm;,i ty to sa..ve our heritage o 

Wilctlife ~ like a.11 othe1~ a.i.1iruals.l) needs certain things to surviv-e c These 
:iunl1m.e unpolluted ai1.0

., t'ooa. an.a. water., · cover and. breeding and l iving space. 

:I·o prov-icle the se 'th..i,ngsi1 the fir,s-'c; :requisite is an ad.equat.a reserv·es 
.~Jystero. in. which thE• natvral hab i t atEt may be retainedo Such a .systerr.. ,.:,alls 
f'or rese:cves ranging down from t housa11ds of' square miles to hm1.drec1s o.r square 
miles ar1cl_ even down to a few odd acres~ They must set aside al.l kinds and 
classe s · of land and rn:rt ~Just poor and useless areas suc h as rocky ridges or 
saJ .. t :f"lats~ The f a:u,."1.a of the good agricdiltur al lands have to be saved too ., 

- Secondly., we have t o ensure that these reserves are not ;j ust isolated 
islands in a S6a o±' f,9.r mso An interchange of birds and other ani mals between 
t he reserves is essential t o maintain their heal th and diversity. This c e.llB 
fc,r adequate roadside rese:rves and also f'or strips and. clumps of bt1sh in -farms 
alongside the roads t o give cover for the animals moving from one pl ac e to 
anot.her ., The.se communication. stri_ps must · be : properly managed and not :in­
c :i ner a.ted eYery yea.t" as so many are at _present by uni.ro&gini tive fir e c ontrol 
programmes~ 

We need to allow9 and l ndeed to encourage _, more wi.lalil'e to per si-s-t in 
the cult:brnted la.11dso Mai.ntaini.ng natural vegetation on :farms as IDF-' "1.tioned. 
pr-evicru.oly will help but is not enough. We have to dam the odd creEk in 
isolated. reserves to provia.e water through the dry summers for the s1w wild 
creatur."es. We need to provide additional dams on farms 9 or fenc e off some 
existing ones to provide watering and sheltering places for those waterbirds 
which will not mingle with farm cattle~ Food and cover must be made available 
to faun.a cut off from their natural feeding and sheltering place so Nesting 
boxes of different designs and sizes must be erected to provide various birds 
with the opportunity to breed in security. More flowering trees are needed 
to augment the nectar supply for insects on which small marsupials as well 
as birds feed~ 

We must look too, at our natural resources pool am ensure that it is 
put to the best long=term community use and not eroded merely for short-term 
individual gains. We have to restore devastated lands - unnecessarily drained 
swamps, overgrazed and overcleared properties - before we make fresh inroads 
into the remaining store of wild a.reasG 



Finallyj we need to form wildlife clubs in which we can teach each other 
about our fauna of which so many of us know so littleo The Busselton Wild.life 
Club isl' I believe.!> the only one outside the me tropolitan arsac This is not 
good enough. Every region :am.st have its elubQ In conservation as in other tl:1-.ings, 
G-ove:r:nmer/cs and public se:n'an.ts can do little without the acti·1e and inf'or-med 
a.ssista.rme a,.7.d, co=operatio:n of' the man on the land" o 

WATERFOWL OBSERVATION AT LAKE MONGER 

Acting Senior Wardan~ Mre AQRo Marshall, im~pected the northern and western 
shores of Lake Monger during the later half of Janu.a.I;fo Large numbers of Black 
Ducks and several Grey Teals were sighted~ together with some seventy or more 
Black Swans, numerous Coots, several Musk Ducks~ seven Peli.cans, a pei.:r. of Crested 
G-rebes and one Little Grebeo Feeding along the northern bank of the lake was a 
pai r of Eastern Curlewo Mr. Marshall found this a most interesting observation 
as he had not sighted this specfas in this area previouslyc 

The Eastern Curlew (Numenius madagascariensis) is a summer migrant from the 
northern hemisphere , occurring . singly or in pai:rs on estuarine f l ats and salt 
marshes according to Serven-ty and Whi ttell is ha.ndbooko It is not very common and 
is never seen locally in the large flocks which a:r'e known in pai:ts of the Eastern 
States/) where sometimes. a thousand individuals may be feeding together over a mud 
f'late 

FAUNA WARDEN DE.AR. REPORTS ON PATROL 
MADE TO BURRENBAH POOL 

During the las-t week of November 1967 s the Ds partmen-t~ s Warden stationed at 
Wittenoom made a patrol to Bur:r.enbah Pool which is situated on the Savory Creek 
just east of Mundiwindi~ Water seemed to be pre sent in pools over- a dista:nc~ 
of 2½ mileso The rlistr•ict has been suf'fe:d.ng f1~om very dry conditions and this 
was reflected in the very low water levelo Approximately a htmd.:i"ed and fifty wi ld. 
ducks were observed and these seemed to be very frightened. and hard to approach~ 
They appeared to 'be mainly Black Duck and sorre Grey Tealo The area ia lrnown to be 
a favourite shooti ng place for surrounding stations and other seasonal emplDy~esQ 

Whilst in the ar@a Mr~ Dear also made a patrol by vehicle and -oy f'oot i:'Jf 
Sylvania Stationa Observations made during this visit included 14 Bustard.e. either 
singly or in pai1:•s10 These bird.a did not seem to have been molested as they were 
very quiet and easy to approach. 


