
The 11 :M.S.B. 11
1 prifnarily_.c1esigned as a meanB of communication betwee11 Depart­

mental. off'icer,'3 will now revert to tb.is ftmctJo:n
0
To Il.'.ark the occasion i-b has been 

6.ecia.ea. -co rename the 11 M.S.B.'1 the 11 Monthly Staff Bulleti:!111 as from the ,July 1968 
j_ssueo 

As a result of the se change s the ma.iling list for the 11 M.S.B." has been 
revised. Commenc ing with the July issue, the 11 M.S.B." will be a:vailallle o:nly 
to Departmental officers., Committees a..nd inter-state Fisher:i.es Departments. 

OIL POLLUTION ON THE SW.AN RIVER 

When the oil tanker I Torrey C ani-yon I came to grief off the coast o? G . .::rnwal1 
in March 1967 9 a report by the C or11waJ.l Naturalists I Trust declar ed. that "so!!!etime 9 

somewhere., another tanker will be wrecked1 arid oil will contami nate other sho:res~ 

It has happened, les,'3 than twelve months later, and right o:n Ol:L"".' r2.oor:~t8p. 
On Sunday, February 18 1 -tha l i ghter nl'for-whale" sank in the F,:"em.snth, Ha:rl,our 
after taki.ng oritioa,~d about 400 to:c.s of sullag8 oi~.' from the a..i:ror·s:ft oa:r·rier 
H.M.S. Eagl e. I·t waf3 n o maj or disaster :i.n compaJ'."ison to the 11) 300 tons of' c:f.'Tu7.6 

oil flpillerl by the 'Torrey Ca:,ycm 1 
.~ but it was suffic1ent t o cont aminate pa:.r-t s 

of the lcwer Swan Riv6l' a.rid :.t .., for,Jsho:r-es. It was also su.ff1.o:i~nt 1y clea.:;: by 
:1.ts oc:JurrenC'e that it oan happen, anywhere, and how ci.:l. sastrous oil polluU.oE is~ 

L,;::;pec-,tio:ns mail.e by Departmental. officers d:uring th0 week :f'ollowJ.ng the ,:\ ir1..k·~ 
:Li~ cf" 11N '1whal.e'1 , revea.1ed. that c,:i.l polhrced. parts cf the river f'o1.~e:-1hor G G-S 
i:'a~: up as Col!lo. Luckily on1y a f'cw inclividneJ. waterbi:,:,ils were !:'ta:1.nea. l,y 'the or1.. ~ 
and these suf.'i'ereo. no apparent ill·~eff"ectso 

In the Pelican Point area~ 2 out of' 6 Pelicans and 3 Pied Q:1.,110ra...-its were oil 
s t ained. . 0·0her bird.s presen-c we:ce apparently :10t af'f"':lcted~ The::r-e appear~1d ·l;o be 
no oil present on the beach or on the watere On the Claremont fore.shore -:>i1 
polluted the area between Point Resolution and Victoria Avenue. One badly oilGct 
Silver gull was captured. It was washed in a weak detergent and warm wate::'.' 
solution, and dried. Two days la-cer it seemed recoveredj resumed drinking and. 
began to pr·een its elf. Eventually it was released. On the Chidley foreshore 
oil was present only in the form of a slick on the wate:c . No bird.s appeared 
to be affected by ito 

On the south side of the river-~ the ar0a between the Leeuwin boatsheds and 
Preston Poin'c appeared to be heavily pollutea.. Despite this, only two Pied 
Cor morants were observed with oiled. p1UITJ.age. Pollution was also heavy be<~ween 
Blackwall Reach a,.,.c:t Point Wa.1 ter Spit, but only 4- of the 1€.0 Silver gulls presant 
were affected by oil , on the lower bocly and tail. On approach these birds flew 
off o Three Pelicans .. Jresent were slightly etainecL by oil. 



.AJ. t hmJgh mariy m:LJ.e s of foreshore were affected by the o:LJ. , rncst of t he 
<?-vii -=,nc (-; v,m ,'3 g one wi t:b.::l.n 0:r1e week of the mi shap. The qniok ac t i on taken I;y 

aJ.1 a.1.rcho:;:,it:l.es concerned . ., was :i.nrleea. h e a:;;,tening . The on.ly bircl e a,ptured 
1y D,:-pa r t rnentaJ. persorr,10ly- a Silver gull ll was in an. a.cl.vane ed. s t age of' mouJ.t ., 
Ji' Qt hf:'::r. biro.s ai'f'ec tect by th'3 o:l.l were in a s i milar or less acl.vancea. s t ag e 
of moU.:.~t .., then oon tami natea. plumage would. soon be replaced. 

1 VLAMING I LOCA'l'ES MISSING VESSEL 
IN SHARK BAY. 

Tha Ds partm.e:nt 1 s patroJ. vessel 'Vlam~.ng" ll under the COffill!and of Seagoing 
Inspector' Mr . B.., Smith11 searched for and. found the missing Dirk Hartog I sland 
boat d i:t.J'.'ing January las te The islana. boat was r eported overa.ue on a tri p 
f r-om the ma.inland. During the night trip to the Homestead anchor age, -very 
ro1.:-tg h seas were encmmtered by t he 1Vlaming 1 • At 7 030 ao"ii:1. the following 
mor ni ng , ( January- 18) the missing vessel was sighted in th£ lee uf Quoin 
B1r£ :t' .11 about 5 miles north of the Homesteado If the vessel ha.cl. not been 
l ocated. by 8.00 a.m. ~ an aerial search would have commencecl. o The missing 
ve ssel W"l.~ :rwne the worse, but due to the very adverse weather c ona.i t ions 
e,xpe~de~1cecl.J1 the skipper cl.ecidec!. to seek sh.el ter at Quoin Bluff o Conditions 
t hroughout t he -tr ip made by the 1Vlaming 1 were ver·y rough, with the wind 
:c·eachi ng 9.l'.l estimated .50 knots at times. 

UNUSUAL HIGH TIDES IN SHAAK BAY ------------- --- -
In another r eport M.r.. R. Sm:i. th says that tides exper ienc ed at Denhal!l. 

on the eveni ngs of January 24 and 25, were the highest he had wit nessed in 
the y ea-rs he has been stationed at that centre. At , their peak the water was 
level w:J.th the deok of the jettyo :W.tr. Smith saia. that if the tide had. been 
six in..-.: h e s h i gher·, or had. the wind blown from the west, the Department I s 
office and. laboratory would have been f1oodec., together with other low lying 
buildings on the foreshore. 

ll/4 -- .-~ .. , 
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