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TYPES OF INFOR}TAT ION OBTAIIIED

lnformation vas obtaiaed on all asPe-cts of the work

cutlined under 'Ains'. Field observatioos, naile by sPotlight at

nlght under ideal corditions (see pages 7-16)' produced data o1'

the present abundance and coEPositioa of populations of both

crocodile species in a numb er of locations.

Diseussions with shooters a$d Persons interested in

conservafion in the Klnberleys provided iafornatlon lrhlch helped

to frare reeonmendations which would provide for effective conservation.

Possl-b1e study ateas for iletalled work on the freshwater

crocodile were located in several areas.
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provided much oaterial assistance to the survey -
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aurv{val of the salbsater crocodlle as a rnedter of the Westerrt

Austral-lao fa@a. This specles hae beeo hut€d to th€ Yerge of

extlnctioo and mst of the renalniog stocks could readily be wiped

out sioce, rmfortEately, they are D.ot at all trary of hr:rnans ai

Dlght (see pages 7-9). Ia the estuarine areas which they favour

they are 1n no vay ln' confllct sith nan. In tlreae shark-infested

murky waters they caonot even be said to deter swl-mers !

Recomenda!1ons :

( 1 ) Ttre saltnater erocodile flshery should be totally cloeed

for a perl-od of l0 yeats to al1os the species soDe measure

of recovery.

At the eod of thls period the situatioo should be resurveyed(2 )

and 1f a reaSouable lleasure of recovery has occurred,

per3[lts ehould be lssued to take some speclmens as the

nucleuq of crocodil,e faroe. IndLgcrLnl-nate shootiog ' as

has hcppansll lmtil- the preaeat' is so wasteful that 1t

should oever be perd.tted again.

(3) The settlag up of a Farma Reserve rrlth reEideat r:rnger

specifically for saltyater crocodiles. This would prove

a very great tourist attlactlotr. for the Kl6er1eys as

well as ensurfng the future survival of the species (see

(4)

pages 2I-23 aod page 28).

Total closure of the freshwater crocodile should be

coDtinued. Closure n.tst be nade more effectlve (see

Appendices D and E).

(5) It ia essentlal that realistLc ftnes be imposed on poachers.
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the "Srmday Times" for Noveober 4Eh, 1967' for individuals to join

a crocodile shooting safari said "Hrmters earning J8/9000 per season".

A crocodile shooter htriting to the Chief Warden of Farma

frorn Yampi Sound, in July 1968 stated,

"Five years ago I did a six week shooting Lrip and took 50 (salLwater)

crocodiles over 7'6"' Five years previous I took trtice that number

in as many days. Nowadays Ird be lucky to even see one."

After the last lrar saltwater crocodiles ltere stil l very

numerous in al1 suitable habttat in northern Australia. once shooting

got underway all populations that were shot were rapidly decinated'

Shooters first shot the more accessible areas- Father Sands at

Kalurnburu describes the shooting of 35 crocodiles in four days tn

dny tine in Admiralty Gu1f, six or seven of which exceeded 14r in

length. Ile inforned Ee that shootlng only started in the area 5-6

years ago and that in two years over 3,000 were shot beEween Scots

Strait ( nigge Island ) and Cape Londonderry. Most, however ' came

fron Adni-ralty Gu1f.

There has been no legal trade in freshwater crocodile

skins following toial closure it !962-

THE STATUS OF THE CROCODILES

Sal twater

The ab ove section indicates that

are now scarce. llowever, one of the oain

j-nvestigate the poPulation reEranls. This

and a complete list of all crocodiles seen

is given in Appendix A. Unless otherwj-se

saltwater crocodiles

ains of the survey I,Jas to

work is described below

together with their slzes

stated all crocodile sPotting
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the sound of an outboard motor ltith danger. BusLard (1968)*

demonstrated learning after a single exposure to 1i8ht and the

sound of an outboard motor in the saltwater crocodile in PaPua-New

Guinea. This means that where intensive shooting is taki"ng place

the crocodiles (except for recent hatchlings) subnerge uhenever a

spotlight shines in their eyes and while the dinghy is stil l a quarter

to half a mile away. It seems likely that j-n the Kimberleys, where

mos I

work

This

areas are not close to habi-tation' a shooting Party has tended to

one area intensively and remove virtually all the crocodiles '

area is then neglected for some years and the reEtants ' if any '

are therefore rmaccustomed to sPotlightlng. It is noteltorthy that

the exceptions to thi-s occurred where there was either regular hunting

or where hrmting had occuned recently.

On the saDe evening' Septenber 24th' group 2 saw only one

juvenlle which was caught, measured and released' It measured 17"'

The followiJlg evening we worked Eenby River upstream

until it became tmnavigable. on the way up we worked all the left

hand tributaries. We saw no crocodiles. Ho\tever ' near where

"Lo11ipop" was anchored we had seen a crocodile rslide' the prevlous

morning. I{e exarnined this at the end of rhe nightts work, and from

ueasurements of the hind foot pug mark estimated the crocodile to

be about 9'. It should be explained that this track, fresh when

first sighted some twelve hours earl-ier ' was stil l in excell-ent

condition despite the fact that it had been covered by Lhe tide

* 
uusrARD, H,R. (1968).  Rapid

Gfggggllgg porosus).
learning in wild crocodiles

Ite.rpetologica 24 : L73-I75.
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arrd s arr 7 crocodiles conprising 5 of this year's young, one about

3t6"  and one of  6r .  wi th  the except ion of  the s ix- footer ,  which

only allowed approach to about ten feet, all allowed very close

approach without diving.

The poor state of the PoPulation in this ideal babitat

based on 13 hoursr search after dark was indicated by the following :

(1)  absence of  s ight ings of  any breeding stock i

(2) the absence of these confirmed by absence of any rslider sightings;

(3) by the paucity of the hatchling year class' a further confirm-

ation that little breeding was occurring. (A11 five hatchlings

could have come f rom one nest . )

(4) scarcity of inmature recruits to the poPulation (the five

crocodiles measuring 3l'-4r could all be one year class, and

-the 2 remaining (independently estimat ed. at 5rt' and 6') the

sole survivors of an older year class.

The really significant Problem from the conservation vj€w-

pdint is that all of these few remainlng individuals could have been

laken by an average shooter in two nights.

on the 27th September' "Lollipop" anchored at the mouth

of the Forrest River. Group 1 went up river with the tide as far

as the Mission' a distaoce of about 35 niles and group 2 worked the

noulh of the river. Group 1 sighted 4 crocodiles in 6 hours'

searching. Three neasured about 4r and one about 9'' The nine-

footer could have been shot quite readily and one of the srnaller

ones was hand touched. tlowever, the other tr'/o were very shy - one

dived r',hen we were 200 yds. off and did not surface again in the
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An atteEpt to reach the Drysdale River was thwarted

by rough seas. This' therefore, concludes this Phase of the

survey work on the saltwater crocodile.

In selectlng to investi-gate the status of saltwater '

crocodiles initially in the Caobridge eulf and Napier Broone Bay

we were fo1-lowing the advice of a long-ti-me resident of the a::ea

who advised us that Canbridge Gulf was less shot by professionals

than vansittart or Napier Broone Bays. Hence i! was thought the

two areas would give us a good indication of the range of eonditions

occurring throughout the State. The above results confirm tbis

statement .

(b ) Freshltater

The status of the freshwater crocodile was investigated

at a nunber of localities throughout its range as follows and a

.complete list of all crocodiles seen together wiLh their sizes is

given in Appendir A.

Septeeber 30th. Geikie Gorge, near Fitzroy Crossing'

(Recomend.ations for this area, which is a Naiional Park' are set

out in Appendix C). We travelled the length of the Gorge in the lale

afternoon (the nost fawourable time to see basking freshwater crocodiles

at.that rirne of year). Although no croeodiles riiTere seen, slides rrere

in ev.idence in a nuober of places. 'After dark we searehed the lower

half of the Gorge by spotlight' and saw 75 crocodiles' ' l lowever '

noae of these were of breeding age (si.ze) - all were in their

flrst or second year except for a very few in their third year'

Clearly the area'has been subject to very heavy Poachj-ng in the
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Ilonorary warden of Fauna, had reported crocodile poachers the Previous

week and thought tbey had been j-n the area for some tiEe ' It seemed

to be useful to gauge the extent of thei-r activities by night-

spotting likely operational- areas. Ular waterhole stretched for

3 mlles antl the olher for about a nile. In the small-er waterhol-e

we saw 31 erocodiles, of which the largest was 5t. There were quile

a number of 3-h' and the rest babies. A11 were very shy' However,

1n Ular ltaterhole' whlch should have supPorted several hwrdred, only

16 of a siml-lar size distribution to the first hole were seen' Once

again the crocodiles were very shy.

On the night of 8th october ' one dinghy searched an ideal

pool trith a length of somewhat in excess of one nile called either

Mllyangy or Moorella. On Saturday ' 27th SePteder' 1969 two aborigines

had seen signs of a fresh canP fire at Milyangy ' together with turkey

feathers, Land Rover tracks and the trail of a dinghy entering the

water. The same aboriginaLs had been there two days previously

(Thursday, 25th Septenber) aDd the fire etc. rdere not there. The

aboriginals, rcho are not allowed to light fires lhenselves, also

saw a caup fire burning several niles away and abouE 4 uiles distant

from the junction of the Carson and King Edward Rivers. Further

details of recent poaching activi'ties aPPear in Appendix D. A care-

ful search of this pool by sPotlight found onl-y four crocodiles

although the pool was sti11 over one nile long towards the end

of the dry: with ttte exception of one individual they were not at

all shy and I vas able to nudge the largest, whlch measured between

4r aud 4L', by hand before lt submerged. Ttle virtual total extirpation
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surveyed, breeding stock, eveo those only just reachlo€ probable

first breediag slze, were extremely rare. lhe largest lndivlduals

seen by the aurvey neasured 6r.

Forner Fauna warden Trevor Nelson told us that when

he came to the Kinberleys Ln 1942, on.e comonly saw fresh*atet

crocodiles rneasurlng between 8 and 12'. Not only are these a

thing of tbe past, but in uy opinion, the freshvater crocodile

is definiEely not tlolding its ortn in the Kinberleys at present

desplte fu1l legal protectLon. The removal of most of the breed-

ing stock with the result that poachers are nolr Eaking even young

ln their-first year, rrill lead to an accel-erated decLine 1n ousbers

as a result of llttle further breeding taking place. Ways ln

whlch thls sltuatl-on can be reversed are considered Ln Seetion IV

of this report.

CROCODILE BIOLOGY

Very llttle ls knom about the biology of most

crocodiliaos. Only one species has beeo studled Ln any detalJ,,

nanely the Nile crocodlle (CrgSg4ilug- riiloticus) ltr East aod

centra l  Af r ica by Dr.  cot t  ( f961)* .

size at aexual naturity

- Crocodile species, whlch reach a large adult slze 1lke

the Australiao salt\rater crocod.ile, do Dot comence breediDg until

they are falrly largi. The snallest breeding female saltwaLer

* COTT, E.B. (1961). Sclentific results of an enqulry ltrto the
ecology and ecooomlc statu.s of the Nile crocodlle
(9fggggI]Cg nlldticus) ln Uganda and Northero Rhodesia.

! res.  zoo.  Soc.  Loodon.  29 (4)z 2LL-365.
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Growih

Linited data on captlves have shown that the Australian

saltwater crocodile can naintain an annual gror{th rate of one foot

Per year  at  least  unt i l  i t  a t ta ins a s ize of  6_g, .

dications that rmder extrenely favourable conditions

rate may even be exceeded.

There are in-

this growth

r am not aware of any information on the growth rate

of the Australian freshwater crocodile. I would expect it to be

considerably slower than for the saltl.rater. At Fitzroy Crossing

three juvenj.le year classes appeared to be present. The young of

the year measured about 14", what nay represent second year animals

averaged about 19", and what certainly represents a distinct year_

c lass,  tentat ive ly  ass igned.  to  the th i rd year ,  averaged 2,4, , .

Feeding

Very sna11 crocodiles feed nalnly on aquatic lnsects,

frogs and snall fish. As they grow fish become more j-mportant,

and in Australia fish probably renain inportant for the saltwater

crocodiLe throughout 1ife. (In Africa ttle rich latge rn2mrral fauna

provides nuch of the food of large crocodj.les). The Australian

freshwater crocodile feeds predoxlinantly on fish.

The freshr{rater croeodile is quite harnless to nlan and

is a shy creature which will always move away when approached

(except whet d.azzled, by a spotlight at night). There is little

danger to hunans even fron large saltwater crocodiles. The few

instances of attack have received wide publicity. It is well

established that the saltwater crocod.ile usually shuns man.
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(a) SaltwaEer
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It i-s to be hoped that poaching can be reduced to

the populations can withs tand.

two specj-es are considered separately below.

This poses a difficult conservation problem in that its

nuubers have sunk to such a low level that even a low susLained

level of poaching might result in the loss of the species in Western

Ausiral-ia. Continued poaching on any scale will certainly prevent

the species from making even a limited "come-back".

I unhesitatingly reconmend total closure of the saltwater

crocodile for a period of 10 years.

The problen is further aggravated by the fact that most

the renalning individuals are not wary and present sifting targets

night  (pages 8-10) .

FurtherDore, there are strong and legitinate pressures

from business people for the licensing of crocodile farns (I have

had five Australian proposals referred to me so far thj-s year).

These individuals strongly resent the fact that the stocks have been

allowed to dwindle to such low Levels that thev canno t obtain the

nucleus rf ith which to start a farrn. Even if poaching can be virtually

exteruinated, it is going to be a nunber of years before these people

can obtain stocks (see Recooaendations l and 2, page 5). They are

going Eo be extremely vocal unless they feel every effort ls bei.ng

nade to adequately protect the stocks to enab le recovery to occur.

Since It Eay othenrise be iropossible to ensure this

species' survival, aad since all the lourists t3 :hc rrTcp E::d[

waot to see a live croeodile, and preferably a J-arge one, I

of
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subject to annual returns, right of inspection, submission of

detalled plans and an approved nethod. of identifying skins from

the faru so that these do not provide an outlet for poaehed skins.

If the proposed closure is to neet with any success

it oust be accourpanied by realistic fines which will deter most

poachers. Only by gazetting these will closure have the ful1

backing of wardens (both honorary anil full_tine), and those

shooters and other individuals interested in the future of the

saltr^rater crocodile in Western Australia. This topic is dealt

with in detail in Appendix B.

(b) Freshwater

I reconmend that this inoffensi.ve little aninal remain

on the ful1y protected list and that every effort be made to nake

closure more effective. At present a sna1l number of intlividuals

are rnaking large suus of money by illegal exploitation of the species.

The problen concerning the freshwater crocodiLe is less

difficult than in the case of the saltwater crocodil-e, Firstly it

cannot be considered as threatened at present although the stocks

have recently been seriously depleted.

The nain worry centres rourd

being poached. However, if effective

species will be in no dauger.

E}fe r.ate at r^rhich they are

action can be taken now the

ment of

becomes

shooting

I f  the  sa l twater  c rocod i le  i s  c losed

legislation protecting the freshwater

much easier. At present individuals

cau claim they har.e coxoe to Western

rhe job

species

equipped

Aus i ra l ia

o f  en force-

automatically

fo r  c rocod i le

pure ly  to
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f ,the saltwater crocodile is particularly
a a  .

rer, currently being valued at slightly over

.Be{ beuy lnch (width) for a grade I skin. The best way

of .--pr.oducing this comodity, unless very strict controls are

applied to exploiting natural pogulations, is by crocodile farn-

ing. When a nr.mber of viable faros are in production it is hoped

that this will reduce the pressure on wild populations and in turn

encourage furttrer large-sca1e faruing operatj-ons so that uost or

al1 of the conmercial skin requirenent can be provided from captive-

bred anirnals. For this reason The Survival Services Conmi-ssion of

the lnternational Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural

Resources will give fu11 support to farnning, in which the crocodiles

which will in due course be killed for their skins have been bzted in

the farm. (The Union has recently established a Grocodile Group

within the Survival Services Comission.) Other so-ca11ed farns,

which either rob natural nests of thei.r eggs, or catch the newly

hatched crocodiles and nerelv raise theE to a conmercial size in

confinement will be opposed since they

another  s t ra in on wi ld  populat ions.

In advocating farning of the

recomend that the first farm be of an

are merel-y imposing yeE

rather than a direcf financial- venture, and that after several

years' operation the inforuation gained be nade available to

approved comercial farming ventures. This is because there are

a number of aspects which require careful study. Until these

have been appraised it seeus htrong to solicit funds fron investors'

saltwater crocodile, I

experimental nature,
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fo r  th is  spec ies  are  very  in f la ted  (up  to  $ i .60  per  be l l y  inch) .

However, this reflects the acute shortage of saltwater skins and

success fu l  fa rming  o f  the  sa l twater  c rocod i le  in  Aus t ra l ia  o r

Papua-New Guinea or of any suitable overseas species wil l overcome

this. One would anticipate a crash in the price for freshwater

skins and for the price to settle arou.nd a 1evel where farming

would not be economic. (In 1966 a large consignment handled by

the Department of Fisheries and Fauna were worth only approximately

40c l inch .  )

Fur lhernore ,  every  e f fo r t  i s  be ing  nade a t  p resenE to

have Queensland cl-ose the freshwater crocodi-le whieh would then

be the  f i rs t  spec ies  o f  c rocod i le  an) ruhere  to  be  pro tec ted  th rough-

out its range. Since Customs would then declare its skin a

prohibited export and no roarket wou1d. exist wit*Xustralia,

poaching would no longer present serious enforcenent problens.

(At present skins taken iJ-lega11y in Western Australia or the

Nor thern  Ter r i to ry  a re  lega l l y  so ld  in  Ca i rns . )

Far r r ing  e f fo r t  shou ld ,  there fore ,  be  concent ra led  on  the

h igh ly  sought  a f te r  sa l twater  c rocod i le  sk in ,  wh ich  a lone can be

expected  to  p rov ide  a  v iab le  opera t ion .  I t  shou ld  be  no ted ,  however ,

tha t  s ince  these are  rmava i lab le  to  po ten t ia l  fa rn  opera tors  a t  the

present t jrne they wil l argue in favour of farming the freshwater

spec ies .  These arguments  must  be  res is ted  s ince  h-  ' -ac r r i . r - ind

farning to the saltlrater species Australian farns can provide a

skin at least the equal of any other in the world.

I
In advocating crocodile farns oy first interest is to
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RESEARCH

As mentioned uder Section III, very little is known

about the biology of either Australian crocodile. I hope to

colmence a study on the freshwater crocodile in Western Australj-a

in 1970. This work has been projected for several years but

worries about poaching of the study population (amply justified

by the present survey) and difficulties in finding relatively

unexploi.ted populations have caused delays. Work is at present

in progress on ageing techniques and if these are successfuJ_, a

nunber of deEailed population analyses can be made during 1970.

As mentioned l.mder Section III, very l itt le
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APPENDIX B

PENALTIES FOR POACHING

The preseot system in Western Australia, in which maximum

penalties exist but no ninlmum fines, is unsatisfactory both for

conservation and for fhe Fautra Wardens. llany magistrates let

crocodile poachers off wirh only token fines. Very few Poachers

are eaught at Present and those few who are apprehended and then

successfully convicted mus t consider it very arnus ing if only a

noninal fine is iuPosed.

The rnaxfinrn Penalty for illega1 Possession of fresh!,ater

crocodj-le skins in Western Australia - $200 per skin - is rlghtly

very severe. However ' this would not be sufflcient to deier Poachers

of saltwater crocodiles. Furthernore ' the Practice of charging a

poacher wlth an offetrce against the act in resPect of each skln in

his possession was rmknown to the Present warden at Wyndhan.

I will give only two examples of what I consider totally

i.nadequate law enforcement in respect of the totally Protected

freshhrater crocodile. One individual caught in possesslon of 14

sklns was fined $100. Another indlvidual who held a licence to

take saltwater crocodiles rtas caughE two years ago with fresh-

water skins ar.d dLdn tt eoen Lose his Licence !

Weys in which the offensive against the Poacher can be

nade more effective - one is inclined to say more professional -

are discussed in Appendix E. The Present section is concerned

with the i.mposition of a stiff fine on conviction as a deterrenl

to poaching. Poachers are able Eo caiculate the chance of being
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possession of tty skins. There should be statutory fitres '

thereafter, of no less than ten tloes the value of the skin

in excess of the first skin, as well as cmfiscation of skiDs

and all gear. A statutory flne of $2OO per freshsater skin

on top of the nini.mum is adequate at preaent but for the

saltwater the fine should be no less than $1'OO0 per skin.

These fines nay appear severe but then the profits to be Dade

frou crocodile shooting are eoornous. Potential poachers weigh

the potenEial gai-n against the chance of being caught alral the

likely fine if they are caught md convicted- So long as a

single week-endrs operation will cover the fine' even although

they may lose sone skins ' the odds are heavily stacked i.o their

favour and poaching will continue.

A crocodile shooter, vho strongly advocated a Fallna

Reserve for crocodiles in the "Top End" appealed to ue Eo tell

the Government to impose fines ten times greater than nornal for

any poaching rdithin rhe Reserve. These men knort the profits being

nade by poachers and consider present fines laughable*. Further-

more, they are sour with Lhe Government because it greatly annoys

them, as ilest Australians living in the K1Dberleys and obeying Ehe

leglslation, to see poachers r almos t all of whom come from inter-

state, coning to Western Australia and "getting arflay with it"'

New Australians seem to Predc,minate among the poachers.

x 
Incidentally, fines of up to $f0,000 are eurreDtly being iryosed

in Florida in an attemPt to wiPe out alligator poachiog in the

Everel-ades Natiooal Park.
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APPENDIX D

DIRECT EVIDENCE OF ?OACHING

During our survey we investigated recent poaching.

activities in the Kalunburu area. The Father Superior of the

Benedictine Connrmity at Kalumburu, Rev. Father S. Sands' an

llonorary Fauna Warden, provided me with general information as

well as details of the present poaching activities which had

1ed him to contact the Wyndham po1i.ce.

Poachers who visit the Comlmity come under false

pre tences ,  such as  look i -og  fo r  she l l s .  Whereas  a1 l  v is i to rs  to

the area come to the Conmunity many poachers avoid it l  however,

the evidence they leave - in the form of heaps of carcases and

trails along the Carson and King Edward Rivers - speaks for irself.

They have visited the area every year in the last lhree years'

Two years ago the pool at Kalurnburu which provides the Cornmunity I s

water supply, and which is less than one urile from the main

bu i ld ings ,  was  c leaned ou t  by  ne t t ing .

Access to Kalumburu is now exclusively through Theda

Station on a new road put in this year. (However, those htho kno\t

of the existence of the old road and wish to avoid detection'

cou ld  s t i1 l  use  l t  and thus  avo id  Theda) .

on 22nd August an aboriginal garage nechanic saw 4

freshly skir-rned freshwater crocodile carcases at the boundary

f e n c e ,

on  27 th  September ,  1969 a  group o f  abor ig ina ls  saw

signs of a fresh camp fire at Milyangy pool on the Carson' turkey
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APPENDIX E

TIIE RO],E OF TIIE FAIJNA WARDEN

WesEern Australia has an excellent system of Honorary

Wardens. If ful1 use of this system was nade in the Kinberleys

Ehen the problem of apprehending crocodile poachers would be

greatly reduced. In my view a professional Fauna warden must

forn an intelligence system. Honorary llardens should be the

backbone of this. If they advise the Fauna Warden of the presence

of poachers as soon as they are detected, he has every chance of a

conviction, since poachers remain in one area for weeks at a time.

Both the present warden and his predecessor complained

bitterly to Ee that their inforration comes in late and that

Ilonorary Wardens often te1l lhe Poachers to clear off, they are

going to report them, and hence prevent the professional warden

charging theu l t i th  i l1ega1 possession of  sk ins.

I have rnade sooe investigations into this sltuation and

have come to the conclusion that the b larne lies fairly and squarely

on the professional wardens. I,lere I an Honorary Warden in the

Kinberley Division I r^rould be strongly inclioed to tel1 poachers

to clear off since this would be the best way to get rid of then.

The full-tine wardens have sioPly not been looking after their

interests or that of lhe Honorary lJardens. I wlll give one exanple

in some detail. During the last 3-4 years one l{onorary I' i larden sent

ln several reports of poachers and nothing happened. He subsequently

sent a meEber of his staff to the Department of Fisheries and Fauna

in Perth to see the Chief Warden of Fauna (at that time Mr. Fraser).
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I am not in favour of the Wardens trying to.aPPrehend

.crocodile poachers by Ehemselves: I think they should always

be accoupanied by a police officer ryho should be armed '

If a lone warden finds poachers at present he has to

search their vehicle for skins. (without examination he cannot

be sure if Lhe skins belong to the protected freshwatser crocodile

or the saltwater species)- If the poacher refuses there is nothing

he can do except charge theu Itith obstructlon for which I believe

the naximrm fine is about $100. It is hard to imagine a poacher

with a valuable load of skins allowing a single unarmed warden

to search h is  vehic le l  l

At present the dice are heavily loaded against the

enforceuents - officer both in apprehending poachers and in ob-

ta in ing a sat is factory f ine.

Detailed exaEination of the fi les on crocodiles held by

the Departnent of Fisheries and Farma in Perth leaves no doubt

in the reader's rnind that the DePartment nethodically hunts down

all breaches in the legislation Protecting the freshwater crocodile

that come to its notice. The present rather unfortunate crocodile

conservation picture in the Kinberleys j-s presuroably due to distance

fron Perth resulting !n,lack of adequate supervision from Head

office" AppointmenE pf a senior warden -to the Division should

greatly .reduce this Droblem.




