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W i I s o n  a n d  M r .  D . G .  B a t h g a t e ,  v i s i t e d  t h e  - i s l a n d s  i n  1 9 6 1  .
T h e  s e c o n d ,  a  j o i n t  p a r t y  f r o m  t h e  W . A .  M u s e u m  a n d  t h e  W . A .
H e r b a r i u m ,  c o m p r i s i n g  D r s .  W . D . L .  R i d e  a n d  G . M .  S t o r r ,
M r .  R . D .  R o y c e  a n d  t w o  a s s i s t a n t s  v i s i t e d  i n  1 9 6 2 .  T h e
m o s t  r e c e n t  s u r v e y ,  t v h i c h  f o r m s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t '
was  a r ranged  by  the  Depar tmen t  o f  F i she r ies  and  Fauna .  The
two  su rvey  teams  were  based  on  the  f i she r ies  pa t ro l  vesse l
t t D a m p i e r ' r  c r e w e d  b y  M r .  E " J .  L i t t t e  ( s k i p p e r )  a n d  M r .  J . D .
H a r m a n .  T h e  f i r s t  t e a m  c o m p r i s e d  M e s s r s .  R . I . T .  P r i n c e '
T .  E v a n s  ( D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  F a u n a )  a n d  W . K .
Youngson  (W.A .  Museun) .  I t  was  re l i eved  by  the  second  team
o f  D r .  A . A .  B u r b i d g e ,  M r .  R . F .  D e a r  ( D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h e r i e s
and  Fauna)  and  Mr .  R .  Johns tone  (W.A .  Museum) .  The  su rvey
w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  f r o m  J u n e  1 s t h  t o  J u n e  S O t h '  1 9 7 O .  S u r v e y s
o f  t h e  M u i r o n  I s l a n d s  ( u n p u b l i s h e d )  a n d  t h e  M o n t e  B e l l o
I s l a n d s  ( B u r b i d g e ,  1 9 7 1  )  w e r e  a l s o  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  t h e s e
te ams .

A v a i l a b l e  t i m e  p r e c l u d e d  a  p r o p e r  s u r v e y  o f  a n y
i s l a n d ,  b u t  m o r e  t i m e  w a s  s p e n t  e x a m . i n i n g  t h o s e  i s l a n d s
w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  l i k e l y  t o  b e  d i s t u r b e d  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e
f o r  t o u r i s t  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  i . e .  L e g e n d r e ,
D o l p h i n  a n d  R o s e m a r y  I s l a n d s .  F o r  c o m p a r a t j - v e  p u r p o s e s ,
v i s i t s  w e r e  a l s o  m a d e  t o  A n g e I ,  G i d l e y ,  W e s t  L e w l s  a n d
Enderby  I s lands ,  bu t  no  l and ings  were  made  on  Eas t  Lew is  '
M a l u s  o r  a n y  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  i s l a n d s .

I I CLIMATE

The  Damp ie r  A rch ipe lago  i s  i n  an  a rea  o f  l ow '
u n r e l i a b l e  r a i n f a l l .  A l t h o u g h  r a i n  m a y  f a l l  a t  a n y  t i r i r e ,
t h e  h e a v i e s t  f a I I s  g e n e r a l l y  c o m e  f r o m  t r o p i c a l  c y c l o n e s
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  J a n u a r y  t o  A p r i I .  P o t e n t i a l  e v a p o r a t i o n
i s  be tween  90  and  1OO inches  pe r  annum'  bu t  re la t i ve
hun id i t y  i s  f a i r l y  h igh  i n  compar i son  to  i n land  a reas ,  and
heavy  dews  may  be  reco rded  du r ing  bo th  sunner  and  w in te r .

T h e  c l o s e s t  s t a t i o n  w i t h  l o n g  t e r m  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l
reco rds  i s  Roebourne ,  and  a  summary  o f  t hese  reco rds  da t i ng
f r o m  1 8 8 7  i s  g i v e n  i n  T a b l e  l .  R - o e b o u r n e  i t s e l f  i s  s i t u a t e d
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 0  n i l e s  e a s t  s o u t h  e a s t  o f  D a m p i e r  a n d  a b o u t
6  n i l e s  f r o m  t h e  s e a .  T e n p e r a t u r e s  o n  t h e  i s l a n d s  m a y  b e
s l i g h t l y  m i  l d e r .

I I I  GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

T h e  g e o l o g y  o f  t h e  a r e a  h a s
s c a l e  b y  K r i e w a l d t ,  H o r w i t z ,  R y a n
b y  t h e  G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y  o f  W e s t e

b e e n  r n a p p e d  a t  1 : 2 5 O ' O O O
and  Bock ,  and  pub l  i s  hed

r n  A u s t r a l i a  ( G e o l o g i c a l
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R o c k  P i l e s _ a n d _ O u t c r o p s .  ( P l a t e  3 )

a .  D o l p h i n ,  A n g e l  a n d  G i d l e y  I s l a n d s .

T h e s e  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  b y  s m a l l  t r e e s  s u c h  a s  t h e
k u r r a i o n g  ( B r g ! h y - g f ' r ! e n  a u s t r a l e ) '  n a t i v e  f i 8 s . ( F i c u s
p l a t y p o d a  a n d  F .  o r b i c u l a r i s )  a n d  p i t t o s p o r u m  ( P i ! ! 9 :
E p o r [ n  p n - y r l i r a e o f ? e F ) .  c f a s s e s  a r e  c o n n o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y
iis p-TiTrfiirTTiTo oTalunge n s ) and kang a ro o I r a ss
(1lsmeoa " "g!BIGT. 

-EEF63- 
sucn as Trachvmene . spp. and

c f i ln5ers  such as  Muk ia  maderaspatana and lg ! :1 I ]g Is
f o e t i d a  o c c u r  i n  s o m e  a r e a s .

b "  L e w i s  I s l a n d s ,  E n d e r b y  a n d  R o s e m a r y  I s l a n d s .

R o c k y  a r e a s  o n  t h e s e  i s l a n d s
t r e e s  b e i n g  l a r g e l y  a b s e n t .
r e c o r d e d  f r o m  t h e s e  i s l a n d s .

a r e  l e s s  d i v e r s e ,  t h e
P a s  s i f  l o r a  f o e t i d a  w a s  n o t

c .  L e g e n d r e  I s l a n d .

L j . m e s t o n e  o u t c r o p s  h a v e  a  s i m i t a r  f  . l o r a ,  F i c u s  a n d
P i t l o s p o r u m  b e i n g  p r e s e n t  a l o n g  w i t h  g r a s E G i E n d
c l i m b e r s .

2 .  S l o p e s  ( P I a t e  4 )

T h i s  i s  t h e  c o m m o n e s t  t y p e  o f  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  A r c h i -
p e l a S o .  I t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a  h u m m o c k  S r a s s f a n d  w i t h
T r i o d i ar i o d i a  p u n g e n s  t h e  d o m i n a n t  s p e c i e s .  O t h e r  s o f t e r
grasEEE ETE6-6Ecu  r ,  f o r  exanp le ,  E r iac ine  ob tusa  and

iiETTi&i-E r ee i< 56EE-5EEu r these may be lined wi th trees,
o n  D o l p h i n  t h e  c o o l a b a h  ( E u c a l y p t u s  E 9 I 9 ! ! " t = ) ,  . n 0on  Do lpn rn  tne  coo laDan  (buca ryp rus  | l : g :9 ! j ] gggJ ,  o , , , ,
o n  W e s t  L e w i s ,  t h e  c o o l a b a h  a n d  T e r m i n a l i a  c a n e s c e n s .

4 .  R u n - o n  a r e a s  o r  f l a t s .  ( P l a t e  7 )

T h e s e  a r e a s  a r e  w a t e r - l o 8 8 e d  a f t e r  r a i n  a n d  c o n t a r n  a
w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  g r a s s e s  a n d  h e r b s  w i t h  a  f e w  s h r u b s .
D o m i n a n  L s  a r e  S o r g h u m  p l u m o s u m ,  S e t a r i a  d i e l s
c h r v s o D o . s o n  D a l I i d u s .  E u l a l i a  f u l v a .  T r i b u l u sC h r y s o p g g o n  p a l l i d u s ,  E u l a l i a  l g l t u ,  T r i b u l u s
o c c i d e n t a l i s  a n d  M u k i a  m a d e r a s p a t a n a .i  d e n t  a I  i s  a n d  M uM u K r a  m a d e r a s P a t a n a

T h e m e d a .  O c c a s i o n a l  s h r u b s '  e s p e c i a l I y  A c a c i 3  p y r ! -
E l iTE ln  o  Hakea  lo rea  a re  sca t te red  he re  and  the re .  on
56fp-f in rsTii?-tfr?TEe pi ng box ( Eu9 elyq !u ? pate l l  ar i  s )
a n d  t h e  v a r i a b l e - b a r k e d  b l o o d w o o d  ( E .  d i c h r o m o p h l o i a
o c c u r  n e a r  t h e  b o t t o n  o f  s o m e  s l o p e s .

3 .  D r a i n a g e  L i n e s .  ( P l a t e s  5  a n d  6 )

S m a l I  d r a i n a g e  l i n e s  c o n t a i n  a  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  a n d
v a r i e t y  o f  s h r u b s  a n d  h e r b s ,  e . 8 .  S a r c o s t e r u n a  a u s t r a l g 2

T c D h r o s i a  r o s e a .  T r i c h o d e s m a  z e y l a n i c u m ,  S e s b a n i a
c a n n a b i n a  a n d  P L i l o t u s  s p p .  ( M u  t I a - m u l  t a s ) .  W h e r e  w e r r

o c c r d e n t a l r s

l+"
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t i m e  r e f u g e .  P e t r o g a l e  r o t h s c h i l d i  h a s  a  r e s t r i c t e d
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o n  t h e  m a i n l a n d  o c c u r r i n g  s p a r s e . l y  i n
t h e  H a m e r s l e y  R a n g e  a n d  n e a r  R o e b o u r n e .

3 .  L i t t l e  N o r t h e r n  N a t i v e  C a t ,  D a s y u r u s  h a l l u c a t u s .
T w o  m a l e  a n i m a l s  w e r e  c a p t u r e d  o n  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d .
T h e y  ' w e r e  t a k e n  i n  E l l i o t t  b o x  t r a p s  ( d i m e n s i o n s  1 4 t '
x  4 t t  x  3 r r )  u s i n g  u n i v e r s a l  b a i t ,  a n d  w e r e  t h e  o n l y
s p e c i m e n s  r e c o r d e d .  T h e y  w e r e  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  s n a l l
s i z e  ( I i v e  w e i g h t s  4 O O  a n d  3 5 O  g r a m s ) ,  b u t  w e r e
a p p a r e n t l y  m a t u r e  a d u l t s .  O n e  a n i m a l  w a s  m a i n t a i n e d  i n
c a p t i v i t y  f o r  n e a r l y  1 2  m o n t h s  a n d  d . i d  n o t  s h o w  a n y
a p p r e c i a b l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  s i z e  p r i o r  t o  d e a t h .  T h i s
s p e c i e s  a l s o  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  K i m b e r l e y s  a n d  a s  f a r  s o u t h
a s  t h e  R o e b o u r n e  a r e a  o n  t h e  a d j a c e n t  m a i n l a n d .  L i t t l e
i s  k n o r v n  o f  t h e  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  t h i s  s p e c i e s  i n  W . A .

4 .  T u n n e y r  s  R a t ,  R a t t u q  t u n n e y i  ( P l a t e  1 3 ) .
T h i s  r a t  i s  k n o w n  f r o m  L e g e n d r e  a n d  W e s t  L e w i s  I s l a n d s .
I t  f a v o u r s  s a n d y ,  f l a t  h a b i t a t s  n e a r  c r e e k s
w h i c h  a r e  v e g e t a t e d  w i t h  g r a s s e s  o t h e r  t h a n
I t  h a s  a n  e x t e n s i v e  m a i n l a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n .

o r  b e a c h e s ,
T r i  o d  i a  .

5 .  C o m n o n  R o c k  R a t ,  Z y z o m y s  a r g g r u s .
T h i s  a n i m a l  i s  k n o w n  f r o m  D o l p h i n  a n d  R o s e m a r y  I s l a n d s .
S k e l e t a l  r e m a i n s  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d  o n  L e g e n d r e  I s l a n d  a n d
i t  p r o b a b l y  o c c u r s  t h e r e  t o o .  T h e  C o r m o n  R o c k  R a t
o c c u r s  f r o m  N o r t h e r n  Q u e e n s f a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  N o r t i l e r n
T e r r i t o r y  a n d  t h e  K i n b e r l e y  t o  t h e  P i l b a r a .  I t  a l s o
o c c u r s  o n  B a r r o r v  I s l a n d .  A s  t h e  n a m e  s i g n i f i e s  i t  i s
g e n e r a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r o c k  p i I e s .

6 .  S a n d y  I n . l a n d  M o u s e ,  P - s g l q o n y s  h e r m a n n s b u r g e n s i q .
T h i s  m o u s e  i s  k n o $ r r  o n l y  f r o m  R o s e m a r y  I s l a n d  w h e r e  i t
w a s  l i v e  t r a p p e d  i n  E l l i o t t  t r a p s .  I t  h a s  a  w i d e
d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e  d r y  i n l a n d  p a r t s  o f  A u s t r a l i a ,  b u t
t h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  k n o w n  i s l a n d  p o p u l a t i o n .

7 .  B a t s .
U n i d e n t i f i e d  b a t s  w e r e  s e e n  a n d  h e a r d  f l y i n g  o v e r  m o s t
i s l a n d s  a t  d u s k  a n d  a f t e r  d a r k .

8 .  F o x ,  V u I p e s  v u l p e s .
D r o p p i n g s  a n d  t r a c k s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e
i n t r o d u c e d  f o x  w e r e  s e e n  o n  D o l p h i n ,  A n g e I ,  G i d l e y  a n d
L e g e n d r e  I s l a n d s .  T h e  d r o p p i n g s  c o n t a i n e d  r e p t i l e ,
f i s h  a n d  b i r d  r e m a i n s  a D a r t  f r o m  i n s e c t s  a n d  o t h e r
i n v e r t e b r a t e s .
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Grey  Fan ta i l
w i l l i e  waSta i l
Mangrove  Go lden  Wh is t l e  r
Wh i te -b reas ted  Wh is t  I e r
Wes te rn  S  h r i  ke  -Th ru  sh
S t r i a ted  Parda lo te
Ye I low  S  i l ve reye
Brown Honeye ate r
S inS ing  Honeyea te  r
Ye l l ow- th roa ted  M ine r
P a i n t e d  F i n c h
Zebra  F  i nch
MaSp ie  La rk
Masked  Wood-Swa l l ow
Whi te -b reas ted  Wood-Swa l  l ow
L i t t l e  Wood-Swa l  I ow
P ied  Bu tche r -B i rd
Aus t ra l i an  Crow

wedSe- ta i l ed  shearwa te r
Wi l son  S to  rm-Pe t re l
Aus t ra l i an  Pe l  i  can
P ied  Corno ran t
L e s s e r  F  r i S a t e  - B  i  r d
U lh i t e - faced  Heron  :
Mangrove  Heron
Wh i te  Eg re  t
Ree f  Heron
P ied  oys te  r c  a t che r
Soo ty  Oys  te rc  a t che r
Red-capped  Do t te  re  I

o o
t r r r ' . r h t
- {  > ' l '  3  ( , )  (d
C - r O c O t r E
A O . . l O ' . l O O
- l b 0 ! b 0 € v )
O < . i o o t r O
O < ( ) J = t r l d

X
X

x x  x  x
x  x x  x x  x  x

X X
x x  x

x

x
X

x x
X

X X

X
x

x x

x
X X

SEA BIRDS AND WADERS

The  fo l l ow ing  b i rds  have  been  reco rded  f rom one  o r
m o r e  i s l a n d s  o r  a t  s e a  n e a r  t h e  i s l a n d s .

X
x
X X
x  x x
x
X X
x
x
X

X
X
X

x

x
x
X

x
x

Turn s ton e
whimbre I
Eas te rn  Cur lew
Grey - ta i l ed  Ta t t  1e r
Sou the rn  S tone -Cur lew
Beach  S tone -Cur lew
S i I V E T  G U l I
Casp ian  Te rn
Rosea te  Te rn
Fa i r y  Te rn
C r e s t e d  T e r n
L e s s e r  C r e s t e d  T e r n

The  av i fauna  o f  t he  A rch ipe laSo  i s  d i ve rse .  No tab le
reco rds  i nc lude  the  P1umed  T ree -Duck '  wh ich  was  obse rved
feed ing  on  ree fs ,  and  the  Wes te rn  Shr i ke -Th rush  wh ich  i s  a t
the  no r the rn  end  o f  i t s  range .
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- C " . { o d o t E
Or O ..t Or r-l O c)
- r  b 0 O  b O  d  ( ,
O C . - l a J . t r O
O < ( J J = r r r d

X  X X
X

x

M o r e t h i a  t  a e n i  o  p  I e u  r a
E g e r n i a  s p .
L e r i s t a  m u e l l e r i
L e r i s  t a  b i p e s
M e n e t i a  g r e y i
O m o l e p i d a  b r a n c h i a l e

VARAND IDAE ( Goannas )

Va ranus  ac  a  n thu rus

T Y P H L O P I D A E  ( B l i n d  s n a k e s )

X

x

X

X

R h a m p h o t y p h l o p s  d i v e r s u s

B O I D A E  (  e y t h o n s  )

L i a s i s  c h i l d r e n i
L i a s i s  s p .

E IAP IDAE (Snakes )

D e m a n s i a  p s a m m o p h i s  r e t i c u l a t a

HYDROPHI IDAE (  Sea  snak  es  )

A i p y s u r u s  I  a e v i  s S E A S  O F F S I ] O R E

C H E L O N I I D A E  ( M a r i n e  T u r t l e s  )

c h e l o n i a  n y d a s  ( G r e e n  T u r t l e )  S E A S  O F F S H O R E
E r e t m o c h e l y s  i m b r i c a t a  ( H a w k s b i l l )  S E A S  O F F S H o R E

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e p t i l e s  r e c o r d e d  a . b o v e ,  t h e  M u l S a
S n a k e  ( P s e u d e c h i s  a u s t r a l i s )  h a s  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  f r o m  R o s e m a r y
I s l a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  c  o l l e c t e d .

T h e  i s l a n d s  d l s p l a y  a  r v i d e  r a n g e  o f  r  e p t . i l e s  m o s t  o f
w h i c h  a r e  w i d e s p r e a d  o n  t h e  n a i n l a n d .  T h e  E g e r n i a  s p .  f r o m
R o s e m a r y  I s l a n d  a n d  t h e  L i a s i s  s p .  f r o m  W e s t  L e w i s  a r e
p o s s i b l y  u n d e s c r i b e d  s p e c i e s .  A d d i t i o n a l  c o l l e c t i n g  a t
d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  o f  t h e  v e a r  w o u l d  d o u b t l e s s  a d d  t o  t h e  I i s t .

X
x

10"



'eeJe p ueT u T"ur
a,\Tsualxa ue ueLI? ,tpn1s o1 Jarsea aJe r{ JT r.l,u sar?runurroc

I€JrSoIoca aIduTs ,t1arrr1e1a"r epT^oJd ua1.1o spuelsl (:r

'uo TlE?.d€ p€
Jo saT8e1eJ1s pue uollnTo,\e Jo sa?eJ lno IJoAr 01

JapJo ur pu€TuI€ut aLi?. uo sarJads JeTTurTs Jo aires oq?
l-lf T^r paJeduoJ aq uec spueISI uo s?ueTd pue sleulue (q

'( tz6l ',repe1 pue uTelN)
€TT€JXsnV ur eJaql{asIa saAJasaJ aJn?eu Jo luarja8euetu

pue uorlleTas eql JoJ sauflapTnB InJasn aprAoJd
u€c spu€fsr uloJJ pe fJap uoT?€trrJoJul lecr8oloca (e

: eJE saTdurExa euos
'suelqoJd Jo Jaqurnu e uo paJTnbJB eq ueJ uor?el:tJoJuT r{tTq^r

nroJJ sarJoleJoqeI T€Jn1eu 1ue1:odur1 eJ€ spueTsl oZ

'ueq? fBadeJ fou saop
pu€ spu€TsT 3salll sfuauaTduroc .s11os pue ,{Bof oaB se f T a^r!. se 'euneJ pu€ EJoTJ t a1eur11c Jo surJaX uf ?uaJeJJTp ,{Ta?aTduro3

Sureq 'o3e1ad1qc.ry JaTdu€O aql Xnq ,saa"rasau uoTler\JasuoJ
fue?Jodur ,{p€aJTe eJ" spueTSr Jaqlo osaql Jo Jaqunu v .suoTf€nlrs Ie?seoc ,{Tu€TUl BurJuesaJdaJ snql . sauolsaurrl

^JprlJeJ 'pue1s1 ^roJJEg Jo eseJ oLIl uT .pue ,{aeu.ra1€nD Jo
pesoduoc a.re (,ta1.raqrrrT) eq? BurpnTJXa) sfs€oc tse^{ LllJou

prr€ 1s3^^ aql JJo spuelsT Jeqfo TIv '1s3rv{ qlrou pLre EJeqrrd
aql Jo .{JlunoJ IITII arll Jo rlJnu Jo aATf€luasaJCeJ ,{TTl?Jr
-SoTorq aq 01 Jeadd€ pue (, BoToaC eas) s{ooJ 3TozoJa.}oJd

Jo ,{IrJ€ulrJd pasoduloJ a.re cBe1ad1r1c"ry .rardrueo eql Jo
spLreTSrJaBJEI aql .arpuaSa.I 

Jo uoT?decxa aql qlTM . t

: asn€Jaq aJu?JJodurr TeJT_qoTorq pue
JrJrluerJs Jo aJe oBeIadrqcJV "reldrueg aq1 Jo spueTsT aqJ

V3UV 3HJ CO 3 JNVJd OdIAII IA

uo paf raTToc se,,,r (.Tr. r.ao .ure tr) o,r*rrr-nro jil"l"t;:5::r"
- apT^{ osle sr qJrq,^{ r 3o.r.; aa.r1 lJesap aqJ .ETf eqnJ ef ,tH .Z

'(SgO t 'uTeW) puef uTBur aLIl uo pea"rdsapr.n sg 3o.r.1
SurpTotl-Ja1€^{ aqJ 'spuelsI urqdloO pue IaBuV uo pafcaTfoJ ara^,r

saTJaos slql Jo saTrualnf pue setodpeJ .""d-tr?T.rc Euef,6'T5?5 .l

'oBeTadTLIJJV aql uoJJ u,4{ou)J aJe sSoJJ Jo sarcad s o^rJ,

erq-iqaEV



d )  t h e  D a m p i e r s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a f f e c t e d  b y  d e v e l o p m e n t '

a n d  c a n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  p r o v i d e  a  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t h e

m a i n l a n d  f r o m  w h i c i r  m e a s u r e m e n t s  c a n  b e  m a d e  o f  t h e

e f f e c t s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  o n e  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  i s  t h a t

t h e  A r c h i p e l a g o  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  p a s t o r a l

i n d u s t r y .  I n  f a c t  i t  p r o v i d e s  a  r a n g e  o f  d i f f e r e n t

g r a z i n g  c o m b i n a t - i o n s .  D o l p h i n  I s l a n d  i s  S r a z e d  b y  b o t h

E u r o s  a n d ,  t o  a  I e s s e r  e x t e n t ,  r o c k  w a l l a b i e s '  w h e r e a s

E n d e r b y  a n d  R o s e m a r y  I s l a n d s  h a v e  r o c k  w a l l a b i e s  b u t

a t  d i f f e r e n t  o e n s i t i e s .  W e s t  L e w i s  ( a n d  p r o b a b l y  E a s t

L e w i s )  h a s  s m a l l  r o d e n t s  w h i l e  A n g e I ,  G i d l e y  a n d  o t h e r

s m a l l e r  i s L a n d s  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  n o  v e r t e b r a t e  S r a z r n g

a n i n a l s  a t  a l l .  f e 8 e n O r e  I s l a n d  a l s o  h a s  r o d e n t s  b u t

i t  p r o v i d e s  a  d  i f f e r e n t  h a b - i t a t '  C o n t r a s t i n g  g r a z i n g

c o m t i n a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  r e d  k a n g a r o o s  '  e u r o s  a n d

d o m e s t i c  s t o c k  s u c h  a i  s h e e p ,  c  a t t l e  a n d  S o a t s  m a y  b e

f o u n d  o n  t h e  m a  i n l a n d .

3 .  T h e  A r c h i p e l a S o  s u p p o r t s  s p e c i e s  w h i c h  a r e  r a r e

o r  a b s ; n t  o n  t h e  m a i n i a n O  o r  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  p r o t e c t e d  b y

r e s e r v a t i o n  e l s e w h e r e .  N o t a b l e  a m o n g  t h e s e  i s  t h e  D o l p h i n

I s l a n d  E u r o r  R o t h s c h i l d r s  R o c k  W a l l a b y  a n d  t h e  L i t t l e

N o r t h e r n  N a i i v e  C a t .  O t h e r  a n i m a l s  n o t  r e c o r d e d  f r o m

" " " " " r r " "  a r e  T u n n e y i  s  R a t  a n d  t h e  S a n d y  I n l a n d  M o u s e '

4 .  T h e  i s l a n d s  c o n t a i n  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  A b o r i S i n a l

r o c k  e i c h i n g s  ( P l a t e  1 4 ) .  T h e s e  a p P e a r  t o  b e  e s p e c i a l l y

c o m m o n  o n  A n g e l  a n d  D o l p h l n  I s l a n d s ,  b u t  n u m b e r s  a l s o  o c c u r

" "  w " " t  L e w i i ,  E n d e r b y ,  R o s e m a r y '  E a s t  r n t e r c o u r s e  a n d

p o " " i b f y  o n  o i h e r  i s l a n d s .  T h e s e  e t c h i n g s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n

; ; ; ; ; ; i y  c a t a r o s u e d  o r  s t u d i e d  a n d  c o u l d  e a s i l v  b e

i " " i " " v i , o  b y  v a i d a l i s m .  S o m e  r o c k  e t c h i n g s  o n  E a s t  I n t e r -

c o u r s e  I s l a n d  h a v e  a . I r e a d y  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d '

5 .  T h e  m a r i n e  f a u n a  o f  t h e  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  A r c h i p e l a S o

i s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  r i c h  a n d  d i v e r s e '  C o r a . l  r e e f s  a r e  e x t e n -

s i v e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a r o u n d  D e l a m b r e  I s l a n d ,  a n d  t h e  f a u n a  o f

i n t e r t i d a l  a n d  u n d e r w a t e r  f l a t s  i s  i n t e r e s t i n S '  B o t h  r n u d  a n d

" . . , 0  t f u t  s i t u a t i o n s  a r e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  A r c h l p e l a S o '

T h e  A r c h i p e l a S o  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  r e c o g n i s e d  a s  a n  a r e a

o t  g r - a t  s c i e n t i t i i  a n d  p u b l i c  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  i " n  1 9 6 2  t h e

W e s t  A u s t r a l i a n  S u b - C o t n t i t t " "  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  A c a d e m y  o f

S c i e n c e  C o m r n i t t e e  o n  N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t :

t t 1 .  t h e  i s l a n d s  o f  t h e  D a m p i e r  A r c h i p e l a S o  "  "  ' s h o u l d

b e  S a z e t t e d  C l a s s  A  R e s e r v e s  a n d  L o S e t h e r  c o m p r i s e  a  N a t i o n a l

P a r i  v e s t e d  i n  a  S t a t u t o r y  B o d y  h a v i n g  c o n t r o l  o f  o t h e r

N a t i o n a l  P a r k s ;

1 2 .
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A  f i s h i n A  i n d u s t r y  b a s e d  o n  p r a w n s  i s  d e v e l o p i n g  i n
t h e  a r e a .  T h i s  i s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  N i c k o l  B a y ,  b u t  a r e a s
a d j o i n i n g  t h e  A r c h i p e l a g o  a r e  s o m e t i m e s  t r a w l e d .  S p o r t
f  i  s h i n g  i s  a l s o  p o p u l a r .

S o m e  t o u r i s t  u s a g e  a l r e a d y  o c c u n s  a n d  f u r t h e r  i s
p r o p o s e d .  T h e  N o r t h  W e s t  G a m e  F i s h i n g  C f u b  ( I n c . )  h a s  a
l e a s e  o f  a b o u t  1 8  a c r e s  o n  R o s e m a r y  I s l a n d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e
o f  a  g a m e  f i s h i n g  r e s o r t .  A  b u i l d i n g  h a s  b e e n  e r e c t e d  o n
t h e  I e a s e d  a r e a ,  a n d  e l s e w h e r e  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  a n  a i r f  . i e l d
h a s  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  a n d  a  w e l l  s u n k  f o r  w a t e r .  A  f o u r
w h e e f  d r i v e  v e h i c l e  i s  k e p t  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f
t r a c k s  h a v e  b e e n  c u t .  H a m e r s l e y  I r o n  P t y .  L t d .  h a s  r e c e n t l y
r e q u e s t e d  a n o t h e r  I e a s e  o n  R o s e m a r y  I s l a n d  i n  o r d e r  t o
e r e c t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f . o r  i t s  s t a f f .  O t h e r  t o u r i s t
d e v e l o p n e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  s u g 8 e s t e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  a n d  w i l l  n o
d o u b t  b e  p r o p o s e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  s i n c e  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  u r b a n
d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  w i l l  S e n e r a t e  a  n e e d  f o r  f u n t h e r
r e c r e a (  i o n a l  f a c i l  i t i  e s .

T h u s  t h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  c o n f l i c t i n g  u s a g e s  p r o p o s e d
f c . r  t h e  A r c h i p e l a g o ,  s o m e  o f  w h i c h  a r e  m u t u a l l y  e x c l u s i v e .
I t  i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t ,  i f  r a t i o n a l  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  t o  b e  m a d e ,
t h e s e  . i s s u e s  c a n  n o t  b e  e x a m i n e d  i n  i s o l a t i o n .  P l a n n i n g
f o r  t h i s  a r e a  s h o u l d  t a k e  c o g n i s a n c e  o f  a l l  p o s s i b l e  u s e s
a n d  I a y  d o w n  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t .

V I I I  C O N S E R V A T I O N  A S P E C T S  O F '  P L A N N I N G

T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  i s l a n d s  f r o m  a  n a t u r e  c o n s e r v a t i o n
p o i n t  o f  v i e w  a r e  D o l p h i n ,  R o s e m a r y  a n d  E n d e r b y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
t h e  f i r s t  t w o .  D o l p h i n  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t
a s  i t  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  i s l a n d ,  h a s  t h e  m o s t  d i v e r s e  f l o r a
(  o v e r  1 O O  s p e c i e  s )  a n d  h a r b o u r s  e u r o s  '  r o c k  t v a l l a b i e s ,  n a t i v e
c a t s  a n d  r o d e n t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  d i v e r s e  a v i a n  a n d  r e p t l l i a n
f a u n a .  R o s e m a r y  I s l a n d  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  v a r i e t y  o f
f l o r a  a n d  f a u n a  a s  D o l p h i n ,  b u t  i s  c o m p l e m e n t a r y  t o  1 t '
c o n t a i n i n g  n a n y  d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s .  R o c k  w a l l a b i e s  a r e  m u c h
m o r e  c o m m o n  a n d  a r e  p o s s i b l y  o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s .  T h e
r e p t i l i a n  f a u n a  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  d i v e r s e  f o r  s u c h  a  s m a l l
i s l a n d  a n d  i n c l u d e s  s p e c i e s  n o t  f o u n d  e f s e w h e r e .  A l s o ,  t h e
only  known insular  popu. l -a t ion of  gggggggJ. l  hermannqburgensis
i s  f o u n d  o n  R o s e m a r y .

F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  w e  c o n s i - d e r  t h a t  D o l p h i n  a n d  R o s e m a r y
I s l a n d s  s h o u l d  b e  w i l d l i f e  s a n c t u a r i e s  w i t h  a  m . i n i m u m  o f
d i s t u r b a n c e  b y  t  h e  p u b l i c .  F u t u r e  i n t e n s i v e  d e v e  l o p m e n t  o f
R o s e m a r y  I s l a n d  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o r  t o u r i s t  u s a g e  i s
u n d e s i r a b l e  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  w i l d l i f e  a n d
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PLATE I

Angel Island.

PLATE 2

Enderby Island looking toward the mainland
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PLATE 5

West Lewis lsland. Sarcostemma austtale in the foreground.

PLATE 6

Creek on West Lewis lsland lined with coolabahs \Eucalyplus microtheca),
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PLATE 9

Inland sandy area on Rosemary Island, covered with an,4.acra shrub.

PLATE 1O

Enderby Island showing the lringe of white mattgroves (Aficennia marina) ort the rocky shores. l
t
t
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PLATE 1 ]

Tunney's Rat (Rattus tunnq,i) from West Lelvis Island

PLATE ]4

Aboriginal rock etchings on Angel Island.
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IX RECOMMENDAT IONS

1 .  T h a t  n o  f u r t h e r  d e c i s i o n s  o n  t h e  f i n a l  u s a g e  o f

any  o f  t he  i s l ands  o f  t he  Damp ie r  A rch ipe laSo  be  made

, r . t t i t  .  comprehens ive  rev iew  has  been  made  o f  a l l  poss ib le

uses  to  wh ich  the  a rea  m iSh t  be  Pu t .

2 .  Tha t  a  p lan  be  p repa red  fo r  t he  A rch ipe laSo  show ing

w h i c h  i s l a n d s  s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  f o r :

a )
b )

a)  i ndus t r i a l  and  po r t  deve lopmen t
b )  m in ing  fo r  l imes tone  and  l imesands
c )  t ou r  i s  rn  and  rec rea t i on
a )  t ne  conse rva t i on  o f  i nd igenous  fauna  and  f I o ra ,  and

e )  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  a b o r i S i n a l  s i t e s '

3 .  Tha t  t he  p lan  shou ld  se t  as ide  a  number  o f  t he
i s l a n d s  a s  a  C l a s s  A  R e s e r v e  f o r  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  i n d i S -

enous  fauna  and  f l o ra  to  be  ves ted  i n  t he  Wes te  rn  Aus t ra l i an

W i I d  L i f e  A u t h o r i t Y .

4 .  Tha t  t he  p lan  shou ld  no t  a l l ow  the  deve lopmen t ,
r n i n i n g  o r  d i s t u r b a n c e  o f  e i t h e r  D o l p h i n  o r  R o s e m a r y  I s l a n d s '

5 .  Tha t '  i I  Legendre  I s land  . i s  t o  be  used  as  a  po r t

s i t e  t hen  :

a  subs tan t i a l  pa r t  o f  Legendre  be  l e f t  und ls tu rbed t

the  s t ruc tu re  l i nk ing  Legendre  w i th  the  ma . in land
be  des igned  so  tha t  m in imum in te r fe rence  occu rs
t o  i n t e r m e d i a t e  i s l a n d s ,  e  s p e c i a l l y  D o l p h i n
I s l a n d ,  a n d

c )  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  e f f e c t i v e  b a r r i e r s
p reven t i ng  the  movemen t  o f  an ima ls  ac ross  i t '

6 .  Tha t  a  comprehens ive  s tudy  be  made  o f  t he  Abor iS ina l

rock  e tch ings  on  the  i s l ands  be fo re  any  deve lopmen t  i s
a l l o h e d  t o  t a k e  P l a c e '  a n d  i n  a n y  c a s e ,  n o  d e v e l o p m e n t
s h o u l d  b e  p e r m i t t e d  o n  A n g e l  I s l a n d .  R e s e r v e s  f o r  t h e  p r e s -

e r v a t i o n  o i  A b o r i g i n a l  s i t e s  s h o u l d  . b e  m a d e ,  p o s s i b l y  i o i n t l y
w i th  the  a reas  fo r  t he  conse rva t i on  o f  f auna  and  f l o ra '

7 .  T h a t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b e  S i v e n  t o  d e c i a r i n g  s o n e  o f

the  wa te rs  o f  t he  A rch ipe laSo  a  rna r ine  rese rve .
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R e s e r v e s  i n  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a .  B i o l o g i c a l
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