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Red-necked Avocet.

Pac i f i c  Gu f f .

Flock of Conmon Noddies with a few Sootv
Terns

Common Noddies -

C onmon Noddies

Connon Noildy wi

Lesser Nodcly wi

Caspian Tern on

Breeding colony

pr ior to breeding

th  egg .

t h  c h i c k .  . . .

eggs .

of Crested Terns.

(Neophoca cinerea )
Pe lsa r t  I s l and .

k ing i i ) ,  a  p reda to r

B r id fed  Te rn .

Flock of Conmon

q ^^+  r r  rTra l .h

Nodclies and Sootv Terns.

Soo ty  Te rn  d i sp lay ing .

Fairv Tern on nest.

Austral ian S€a Lion,
occasional v is i tor to

K ing  Sk ink  (Egern ia
bird eggs and chicks
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annua l  he rbs  and  g rasses  (p la te  2 ) .  On  deeper  so i I s ,
espec ia l l y  nea r  t he  sou the rn  end ,  i s  a  d .ense  l ow  hea th  o f
sh rubs  (P la tes  25  ,33 ) ,  espec ia l l y  N i t ra r i a  schober i  and
Atf ip lex S: inerea. Samphire ( t ia losarcFa spp. )  

- - IE--Touna 
ln

sal t  marsh areas (Plates 8,26 ) l - ruhi- te the white mansrove
(Av icenn ia  mar ina )  f o rms  dense  l ow  fo res ts  a long  she l f . e red
par t s  o f  t he  no r the rn  sho re ,  a round  sa l t  f akes  and  i n  some
mo is t  f ow  l y ing  a reas  (P la te  5 ) .

Pelsart  Is land has long been renowned as one of the most
important sea bird breeding places in Austral ia.  Between
I977  and  1981  the  au tho rs  v i s i t ed  pe l sa r t  I s fand  wh i l e
accompanying research teams from the Department of
M ic rob io logy ,  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Wes te rn  Aus t ra l i a ,  who  were
s tudy ing  i n f l uenza  v i ruses  and  bac te r i a  i n  b i rd  popu fa t i ons
and  wh i fe  repo r t i ng  on  the  e f fec ts  o f  poss ib le  deve lopmen ts
to  the  Depar tmen t  o f  F i she r ies  and  Wi1d1 i fe .  Du r ing  these
visi ts data were col lecteal  on the birds present on the
i s lanc l .  Du r ing  the  l as t  (1981)  v i s i t  sea  b i rd  co lon ies
were  p fo t ted  on  l a rge  sca le  ( I z792O )  a i r  pho tog raphs
suppl ied by the Department of  Lands and Surveys.

Dates of  v is i ts r4rere as fol lows:

1 .  2 6 - 3 0  O c t o b e r  1 9 ' 7 7  ( P . J . F .  )
2 .  1 4 - 1 7  F e b r u a r y  1 9 1 8  ( P . J . F .  )
3 .  6 - 9  F e b r u a r y  L 9 7 9  ( P . J . F .  )
4 .  2 7  N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 0  ( A . A . B .  )
5 .  9 - 1 2  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 1  ( P . J . F .  ) .

Da ta  f rom a  v i s i t  by  A .A .B .  on  20 -21  March  I973  a re  a l so
incorporated where relevant.

II AITIIOTATED LIST

Informat ion is presented in the fol towing order:
Sc ien t i f i c  name,  ve rnacu la r  name,  s ta t l s ,  hab i ta t  (where
r e l e v a n t  ) ,  b r e e d i n g  d a t a ,  n o t e s .

When descr ibing status we are making a judgenent based on
our experience with each species here and elsewhere in
Western Austral ia.  Scient i f ic and cornmon names fol l -ow
Storr  and. Johnstone (L979) -

By breeding we mean the per iod between egg-laying and the
t ime when the young can f ly.

D iomedea chloror hvn chos Ye I low-nosed  A lba t ross

S ing le  dead  b i rd  found  on  beach ,  1978 .

Ocean  o f f sho re .

Mac ronec tes g ig an teus Sou the rn  G ian t  Pe t re l

b e a c h ,  1 9 7 7 ,  I 9 7 8 .Sinqle dead birds found on
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Pelecanus conspici l latus

Unconmon, 2 birds seen in

Sa l t  l akes .

Sula bassana

S ing le  b i rd ,  19  77 .

At sea to north of  Pelsart

Phalacrocorax var ius

Austral ian Pel ican

1 9 7 8  -

Gannet

Is land.

Pied Cormorant

Conmon.

Roost ing, spi ts ancl  rocks, ocean offshore.

Breeding not recorclecl .  Sandlanal (1937) reported a
colony of  about 40 pairs on one of the smalf  is lets
off  the northern t ip of  Pelsart  Is land.

Up to 160 birds in one f lock.

P halacrocorax melanoleucos Lit t le Pied Cormorant

S ing le  b i r i l ,  198 I .

Sand spi t .

With f lock of  Pieal  cormorant '  probably a vagrant '

Ardea novaehollancliae White-faced Heron

P la te  11 .

Two  b i r i l s ,  1978 .

Salt  lake.

Egretta sacra Eastern Reef Heron

Moderately common.

Rocky shores, mangroves.

Breeding recordecl .  Recentfy used
uncler Iimestone ledge. Breeding
and continues until early sunrner.

A11 birds seen were of  grey Phase.

nest f ounil in l-9 81
cornmences in spring

Tadorna tadornoides

P1a te  12 .

Flock of  three birds,  1978.

Salt  lake.

1 0

Mountain Duck
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Falco cenchroides

S ing le  b i rd ,  19  81  .

In f l ight over sma11 area
eni l  of  is land.

Austral ian Kestrel

of sand dunes at northern

Coturnix sp.

Large quail were flushecl in
species is the Stubble Quai l

Gal1ira11us phi l  ippens is

Uncommon.

Mangroves.

Dif f icul t  to observe,

Porzana tabuensis

Quai I

1978 .  The  mos t  l i ke l y
(Coturnix novaezeland.iae) .

Banded tand Rail

probably moderately conunon.

Spot less Crake

Pl-ate 15.

Comnon.

Well vegetated areas, including mErngroves and
samphire.

Wel l  establ ished resident populat ion, probably breeds
on Pelsart  Is land. Tarr (1949) noted " two dappled
juven i l e  b i rds "  on  Pe lsa r t  i n  1948  (p .2761  .

Haematopus longirostris Pied Oystercatcher

P la te  16 .

Conmon.

Throughout open areas of island, shores.

Breealing not confirmed. In L977 several pairs were
holding territory anal probably had chicks. Tarr
(1949 )  reported breeding.

Haematopus fuliginosus Sooty Oystercatcher

MoClerately conrmon.

Shores .

Not as abunalant as the Pied Oystercatcher,

Pluvial is squatarola Grey Plover

MoClerately conmon.

Tidal  f1ats,  beaches, rocky shores.

12
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Limosa f imosa

Unconmon.

Tidal  f  l -ats .

Accompanying Bar-tai 1ed

Limosa lapponica

Common.

Ticlal  f lats,  beaches.

Up to 40 birds observed in

T r inga  nebu la r i a

P la te  18 .

Moderately common.

SaIt  1akes, beaches.

m r i n a =  f  a r a l c

Black-tai led Godwit

Godwi ts .

Bar-taiIeaI Godwit

a  s ing le  f f ock .

Greens hank

Terek Sandpiper

common Sanclpiper

S i n g l e  b i r d '  1 9 7 9 .

Sa l t  1ake .

Interminglei l  wi th other waders .

Tr inga hypoleucos

Uncommon .

T ida l  f l a t s .

Tr inga breviPes

Moderately conmon.

T ida l  f 1a ts ,  beaches .

Specimen col lected 1979 -

Alenaria interPres

Corunon.

Throug hout

Most f locks

crey-tai led Tatt ler

Rudalv Turnstone

is l -and, including wel l -vegetated areas '

o f  6  to  I0 ,  f l ock  o f  I 00  i n  1979 .
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P/aie 2. Low vegelalion
on sh6llow sand noar north
end of Pelsart lsland. (Photo:
A. A. Burbidgo).

a Prate 3j Low sand hills' near north end of island.
(Photo: A. A. Burbidge).

P/aro 4i Near cenlrg ol
island showing coral shingle.
Note narowness of lsland.
(Photo: A. A. Burbidge).
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P/ale 8;  Sal t  marsh area in
Common Noddy colony
(Photo:A G Wel ls)

P/al6 t0 i  Red-ta i led
Tropic b i rd (Photo:A.  G

a P/are 9r  wedge ta i led
'  Shearwater at  entrance of

breeding burrow (Photo:
A G Wel ls)
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P/ate 11:  White{aced
Heron (Photo:A G Wel ls)

Plate 13: Gtey feal
(Pholo:  A G Wel ls)

^,  Plate 12:  Mountain Duck
(PhotoiA.  G we ls)

P/ate t4:  White breasted
Sea-eagle and chick (Photo:

f "

d
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Pratg tS. Greenshank.
(Photo: A. G. Wells).

I

I

Prate t9: Red-necked
Stint. (Photo: A G. Wells).

Plato 21 : curlew
SandpiPer. (Photo: A. G. Wells).

Prare 20: Sharp-tailed
Sandpiper. (Photo: A- G. Wdls).

22
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Plate 26: Common
N o d d i e s  ( P h o t o : A  G  w e l l s )

t -:J::
. . i

P/at6 28:  Common Noddy
w i t h  e g g .  ( P h o i o  A  G  W e l s )
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P/ale 29. Lesser Noddy I
wi lh chick. (Photo: A G. Wells). '

P/ate 31i Breeding colony
of Crested Terns. (Pholo: A A.
Burbidge)

P/ate 30j Caspian Tern
on eggs. (Photo:A G wells).

.d-
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Plate 32: Bridled retn
(Photo: A. G. Wells)

P/ate 33i Flock of
Common Noddies and Sooty
Terns.  (Photo:  A.  G Wel ls) .  V
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.^, P/ate 35. Sooty Tern
displaying (Photo: A. G Wells).
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P/ate 36: Fairy Tern on
nest (Photo: A. G wells).

P/afe 37r Australian Sea Lion,
(Neophoca cinarca) , an
occasional visitor to Pelsart
lsland- (Photo:A A Burbidge)

P/ate 38;  King Skink
lEgernia kingii), a ptedeto( oI
b i rd eggs and chicks
{Photo:A.  G. wel ls)
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Larus novaeholldndiae

Larus pac i f icus

p la te  24 .

Common.

Northern

Breed ing
herbs on
scattered
cornmences

One f lock

Anous stol idus

Moclerately conrmon.

Throughout is land.

Breealing recorded. L977 and 198I,
vegetat ion on coral  and sand. Colonies
pairs scattered throughout istand (Fig.
colnmences in autunn and continues until
with peaks in autumn and spring.

Si lver Gul l

Paci f ic cul l

of  26 birds noted in 1977.

Common Noddy

nesEs Ermong
of up to 10

5  ) .  B reed ing
early summer

two-thirds of  is land.

recorded 1977, 1980. Nests among grass and
low r idges. Odd pairs of  birds breed in
local i t ies north of  the old jet ty.  Breeding
in August and continues until November.

P l a t e s  8 ,  2 5 ,  2 5 ,  2 ' 7 ,  2 8 ,  3 3 .

Common.

South end of is1and,.  ocean offshore.

Breeding recordecl  al l  v is i ts,  nests constructed in low
shrubs, often very close to ground. Very large colony
at southern end of is land (Figs. 6,  13 )  ,  part ly
overlapping colonies of Sooty Terns and Wedge-tailed
Shearwaters. Breealing cotnmences in late October or
November and continues until laLe February or March.

Anous tenuirostr is Lesser Noddy

Fron t i sp iece ,  P la te  29 .

Common.

Mangroves antl adjacent ocean .

B reed ing  reco rded  l -978 ,  L979 ,  1980 ,  1981 ,  nes ts  i n
mangrove trees. Colonies of  f rom 50 nests to several
tens of thousands of nests in all mangrove patches
except the smallest ones near the northern end of the
is land ( f  ig.  7 ' ) .  Nest ing conmencement var ies from
year to year. ngg laying had not comnenced during the
Iate-October visit of L977 and was underway on 27

32
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In L9'77 a colony of  ca. 700 pairs nested near the
northern t ip of  the is land ancl  a smal ler colony bred
on a point  south of  the ruinet l  jet ty.  In 1980
breecl ing occurred at several  s i tes including the above
( F i g .  8  ) .

S terna douqal l i  i Roseate Tern

Common.

Throughout is land, ocean offshore.

B reed ing  reco rc led  1978 ,  1979 ,  1981 .  Nes ts  on  g rounc l
in open, usual ly on coral  rock or l imestone. Colonies
vary in s ize from less than 50 to several  hundred
pa i r s ,  sca t te rea l  t h roughou t  i s l and  (F ig .  9 ) .  Se rven ty
and White (195I)  reported a colony of  2 656 nests in
L946/47. Breeding commences in November or December
and cont inues unt i l  February or March.

Autumn-winter breeding has been recorded in the
Wal labi  Group (Storr  1965),  and may occur also on
Pelsart  Is l -and.

Sterna anaethetus Brro-Led jiern

Pla te  32 -

Common.

Throughout is land, ocean offshore.

Breeding recordecl  197A, 1979, L98I.  Nests under rocks
and shrubs. Colonies of  40 to 60 pairs scatterei l
throughout northern two-thir i ls  of  Is land ( f  ig.  10).
ereeding commences in November and continues until
Ap r i l .

Sterna fuscata Sooty Tern

P l a t e s  3 3 ,  3 4 ,  3 5 .

Conmon.

Southern end of is land, ocean offshore.

Breeding recordecl  al1 v is i ts.  Nests under shrubs.
very large colony at  southern encl  of  is land (Fig.  I1).
in close association with Common Noddy anil Weilge-tailed
Shearwater. Breeding co rmences in October and
cont inues unt i f  Februarv or March.

Sterna nere is

Pla te  36 .

Common.

34
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Whittel I  bef ieves that the Lesser Noddy shi f ted i ts
breeding ground from Pelsart  to Wooded Is land as a resul t
o f  t he  ac t i v i t i es  o f  t he  guano 'm ine rs .  However ,  t he re  i s
no informal ion as to whether the Lesser Noddy bred on
Wooded Is land pr ior to the conmencement of  the major guano
min ing  pe r iod ,  a l t hough  a  read ing  o f  Campbe l I  (1900  )
impl ies that Pelsart  contained the only colony at  the t ime
o f  h i s  1 8 8 9  v i s i t .

Guano rnining commenced in the Abrolhos in 1847, short ly
a f te r  S tokes  repo r ted  on  h i s  1840  v i s i t .  However ,  i t  d id
not reach any magnitude unt i l  1885 and ended in f9I5 af ter
56  000  tons  (56  900  tonnes  )  had  been  sh ipped .  M in ing
recomrnenced in 1943 and ceasei l  again in 1946 after a
further 10, 700 tons (  10, 900 tonnes )  had been extracted
(Serven ty  e t  a l .  f 971  ) .  Guano  m in ing  has  had  ma jo r  impac t
on several  is lanals in the Abrolhos, including Rat,  Gun,
West Walfaby and several  is lets.  On Pelsart ,  a l though the
soi l  of  some areas has been removed, there st i l l  remain
extensive sand deposi ts which support  the major colonies of
Wedge-tai led Shearwater,  Conmon Nocldy and Sooty Tern.

A smalf  tour ist  camp operated near the southern end of
Pelsart  Is land bet i"reen about 1946 and l -953. I t  used the
bui ld ings lef t  by the guano diggers which were located just
behind the beach on the western side of  the is land 1.0 kn
north of  Wreck Point .  The bui ld ings were located among
burrows of the Wedge-tai led Shearwater and nests of  the
Sooty Tern. Tourists walking near the camp could not avoid
col lapsing the breeding burrows of the Shearwaters (N.E.
McLaugh lan ,  pe rs .  comm.  ) .

The most important areas of  Pelsart  for sea bird conservat ion
are the mangroves ani l  the sandy southern four k i lometres or
so. The mangroves provide nest ing si tes for the Lesser
Noddy and the large colonies of  Conmon Noi ldy,  Sooty Tern
and Wedge-tai led Shearwater over lap in the southern area
(F ig .  13 ) .  No  a rea  o f  t he  i s l and  cou ld  be  sa id  to  be  no t
used  by  sea  b i rds  fo r  b reed ing  because  many  spec ies r  € .9 .
Rosea te  Te rn ,  C res ted  Te rn ,  Fa i r y  Te rn ,  Osprey ,  Pac i f i c
Gul l ,  do not have f ixed breeding si tes and may move their
b reed ing  p lace  each  yea r  (Tab1e  1 ) .

Because  o f  i t s  h igh  na tu re  conse rva t i on  va lues  Pe lsa r t
Is land should be affordecl  the greatest protect ion from
in ter ference .
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