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Seasonal Factors

' fhe L993/94 season saw onfy fow l-evel  green turt l -e nest ing act iv i ty
at the North West.  Cape/tv luiron Is lands and Barrow Is land rooker ies,
with at tendances reduced to around 30? of Lhe L992/93 l -ewef .

Green turt fe nesC.ing act iv i ty at  the Lacepede Isfands rookery on
arr ivaf for L.he seasons work in Deceober 1993 appeared to be at  a
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concurrentfy being observed at the southern rooker ies,  and simi lar
to  the  1992 /93  Lacepedes  Ieve f  (400  to  500  tu r t f es  pe r  n igh t ) ,  bu t
many of the turt l -es observed were making repeat v is i ts.  Stormy
w a : j .  h a r  ^ n . l  l -  h a n  1 f  . F 1 . . \ n i . ' r ' l  l - r r n l  n n a  ^ r - ^ * i\ , f  r - rDc [Jd.DsdvE r \crcJt  l  ,
which substant iaf fy eroded the beach front whi le keeping turt les
offshore, confounded these observat ions. Only a handfuf of  turt les
came ashore immediately af ter the storm peak, and numbers had only
l- i f ted to ca. 120 on the fasL. night of  the is land work before
premature withdrawal- .

Nest ing femafe loggerheads at the Muiron Is lands were also fewer in
nu rce r  t han  du r ing  :Lh le  L992 /93  season .  ' I he  a993 /94  work  i n tens i t y
was  ma in ta ined  s im i l -a r  t o  t ha !  f o r  t he  L992 /93  season .

The hawksbi l l  tur t l -e rookery at  Rosemary Isfand in the Dampier
Archipefago was able to be worked more ef fect ively through the
7993 /94  season ,  l ead ing  to  a  fu r the r  improvemen t  i n  on -s i t e
resu l t s ,  i n  compar i son  w i th  a99a /92  a r ]d  1992 /93 .  Th i s  bes t  resu l t
t o  da te  was  due  to  be t te r  seasona f  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  e f fo r t  re fa t i ve
to hawksbi] l -  act iv i t .y.  The work was greatfy assisted by new
suppl-ementary support  provided by Woodside Offshore Petroleum, but
substant iaf  gaps in seasonal coverage st i l - l -  occurred.

Flatback work at  our Pi lbara mainfand study si te in i t ia l ly suffered
the same restr ict lons as for Lhe 1-992/93 season. The work program
impl-emented was also terminated prematurefy d.ue to threat f rom TC
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Worfd Herl tage Area funding for pfanning invest igat ions at  Shark
Bay  fo r  t ] ne  L993 /94  season  a l so  pe rm ic ted  the  f i r s t  on -s i t e  work  a t
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produced the most pleasant ly surpr is ing resuft  we have obtained
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from the project to date, witsh loggerheads being much more abundant
here than ant ic ipated.

Once again through f993/94, part ic ipants in our general  vol-unteer
program made substantial- contribut.ions f.' fha rlr.,ia.'t- ^.'hi evements
noted .

WAPET, and their  staf f  part ic ipants in our volunteers program,
cont inued their  support  of  our work on the Barrow Isfand oi l f ie ld
study si t .e.  Unfortunately,  a new pre-season arrangement made t 'o
overcome prewious dj- f f icuf t ies in matching is land volunteer
avai labi l i ty wi th turt fe act iv i t .y could not be fuI ly impfemented,
but a better seasonal resul t  was obtained.

Hadson Energy also continued t.heir support for work on Varanus
Is]and. The earfy ret . i rement of  long standing vofunt.eer contr ibutor
to this work,  Mr E A 'Tanny'  Robinson, in Oct.ober 1993, did leave a
big gap Chat was not readi fy f i l led. Program work here was
reCrieved l -ater wi th assisEance from Hadson, and the ef fort .  of
another l -ong standj-ng general  program voLunteer,  Mr Roy Teale.

CAI-,M operal ions staf f  cont inued t .heir  assistance with parts of  the
E)cnouth Gulf area and Pilbara work programs.

Regrettably,  the lack of  special  funding assistance to aid
Aboriginal community invol-vement in t.he west Kimberley work segment
this season l -ead t .o col lapse of th is connect ion. New t .ransport
arrangements had to be made to access the Lacepede Islands study
sj- te,  and other vofunteer involvement had to be subst i tuted at  the
l-ast moment to f i l l  th is gap.

The vol-unteer feeding ground sampling work in Elsnouth Gulf was
cont. inued.

Green Turt le

The general changes in seasonal- nest.ing aLLendances aL the tshree
main green turt fe sEudy si tes through 1993/94 hawe been mencioned
above. Results this season at Che Lacepede Is l-ands and Barrow
Island rooker ies were restr icted below desj-rabl-e targets by
external- factors. The l-ow return at the Ningaloo Marine Park and
Muiron fsfands rooker ies more closely ref lected the much reduced
nest ing turt le abundance. Progress total-s for turt les tagged from
these rooker ies are l isted befow.

In addiuion Eo Ehe major rookery work,  green tur l l -es have been
Lagged and released in course of  oLher sampl ing work for genet ics
studies, and the feeding ground/growth study in E)snouth Gulf (now
470 greens al l  s ize cfasses tagged here) .  The Progress Total  for
al l -  qreen turt ]es f  rom al- l -  s i tes now = 11 040.



Sumnary of  t .he nur rers of  green turE. les tagged at the major study
rookerles of  the WAMTP 1993/94 as fol lows:
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As not.ed previously,  loggerhead, f latback, and hawksbi l l  tur t l -e
work was cont inued through L993/94, wi t .h some wariat ions rel-at ive
Eo :-992 /93 .

I-,oggerhead work at the Muiron Isl-ands was continued similarly to
1992/93. f74 new nest ing femates tagged here -  Progress toEal =
5 9 0 .

Another 16 new turt . les were tagged on the adjacent
of the Ningaloo Marine Park,  -  Progress Total-  = 79.

Expansion of t.he work to Dirk Hartog fsland
resul- ted in tagging of 430 new nest ing foggerheads.

Smal-l- nunbers of non-nesting adult. and juwenile
also tagged aE. other locat ions -  Progress Total
t . u r t l es  )  =  1  160 .

mainfand beaches

in ,January 799 4

foggerheads were
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Flatback t ,urt f  es were t .agged at f ive main locat ions dur ing L992/93,
with the major ef fort  again directed at the Pi l -bara mainl-and study
si te near Cape Thouin where 89 new tur l fes were tagged -  Progress
ToEaI = 492. 53 nevr indiwiduals were also tagged at Barrow Is land,
46 at Rosemary Is land, 23 at  Varanus Is l -and, and 14 at Cape Domett .
Season Total-  (al- f  f iwe si tes) = 225; Progress Totaf (al l -  s i tes) =
925 .

Some ini t ia l -  d i f f icul ty was experienced in maint.aining t .he
establ ished hawksbif f  vrork focussed on Varanus Is land in the
Lowendal group, but this was able Eo be continued l-ater in the
season. The rookery work at Rosemary Island in the Dampier
Archipelago produced t .he best resul- t  to date.  Season tolal-s for new
turt les tagged at these two rooker ies were: -  23 aE Varanus Is land,
alld 272 at Rosenary Isfand. Smal-I numbers of hawksbills were tagged
el-sewhere. Season Totaf (af l  s i tes) = 305; and Progress ToEaI (al l
s i tes) = 982. 612 hawksbi l ls hawe now been Cagged at Rosemary
Island (mainl-y dur ing the pasc four seasons) .



To daee, some 14 134 turtsles of all species menEioned above have
been tagged and releaaed.

Dl.speraal of, Tagged Turtlea

OnIy six new reportss of green tsurt.Ie capEures were received over
tshe pasts year: four for turtles ex Iracepede Islands, with three
from locations outside Western Austsraliat and one each from the
Barroer Island and North wesE Cape rookerj-es reporEed from Ehe same
parE of the west.  Kimberley coast.

The three extra- Lerritorial recoveries of l-,acepede Island Eagged
turt.les included another one from a Gulf of Carpenlaria (GoC)
l-ocation, and lhe second and Lhird reporus of curtsles captured in
t.he Anr Islands area (Indonesia) . The general dispersal patsterns
prewiously reported for tsurlles using the Lacepede Islands rookery
ire not at ter-ea by these fur! .her data.  However,  lhe fourch 1993/94
Lacepede Isl-and recovery report. is also tshe most. intriguing, being
from a focatsion off E)cnouth GuIf. This is the firsE Lacepede
Islands nestsing Eurcle reportsed from a more southerly wesLern
Auslralian locatsj.on tshan lhe rookery itsself.

The four Lacepede turcfes noted ltere representatives of three
dif ferent nesE. ing cohorts:  L986/87 = Aru fs lands, Ehe f i rsE
internat. ional  reporc for a turts l -e f rom this group; ] .987/88
Mornington Is land (GoC) ;  and 1988/89 = second now reporbed from
t.his nesLing group at Aru, and uhe E:<nouth GuIf area capLure.

L,ike the prevj.ous seven ful1y documented reports of the easternmosc
Austsralian coastsal (Milingimbi tso GoC locat.ions) dispersal records
we now hawe for western Australian nesting green Eurtles, the
Iacests Mornington Island capEure was from anong tshe L,acepede
Islands nesEers Eagged in the 7997/88 season. The Aru locat ion for
the 1986/87 nesLer extends t .he range of dispersal  of  animals f rom
this group; the majority of previous capEure reports being from the
Melwi l le Is land Eo Croker Is1and sector of  lhe Northern Terr iEory
coasts (7),  and two from inside King Sound, WA

In total  ,  d ispersal  reporEs for 50 Lacepede Is land nest ing green
turt.les have now been receivedi 55* of reportss from Western
Austral ian coasLal locaEions, 38* f rom norEhern Austral ian coasEal
locaEions in t.he Nort.hern Territory and Queensland (GoC) ' and 6t
(three individuals) from the Aru Ts1ands. we have now received

muft ip le capture reports f rom f ive Austral ian Aboriginal
communit ies ouEside Western Auslral ia,  plus mult ip le captures at
Ehe Aru Is lands, Indonesia.

Recovery reporLs for Ehe 1986/87, t987/88, and :-988/89 Lacepede
season taggea groups to date account for c-  2.4t  down Eo 1.4? in
year ordet of  the Eurt les or j -ginal ly tagged. Approximately 0.5?
&own tso 0.4? of the 1989/90 through 1'992/93 groups have now been
reportsed .

The two nerrJ southern rookery tur!1es were captured around Cape
Borda, WA. The Barrow Is land nester was from the 1989/90 nesEing
group - second of this group laken same area. The North west cape
nester was from Ehe f992/93 nest. ing group -  sole report  so far.



Five of the now seven Barrov, Isl-and origin turtles reported have
been taken from west Kir iber ley locat ions. These turt les incLude
three tagged dur ing the 1987/88 season, and two from the 1-989/90
season. Bot.h of  the two other Baffow Is]and or igin turt les were
from the L988/89 nest ing group, and were from more souther ly
l-ocations. The first turt]e rr/as found dead near Kalbarri in
November 1991. The second vras capEured aL East l-.,ewi s I in the
Dampier Archipel-ago in September 1993.

The Barrow Is land capture reports only account for 0.3 to 0.72 of
the green turt . les in the nest ing groups represented. We also have
no  repo r t s  o f  t u r t f es  a t  sea  f rom e i the r  o f  t he  a986 /87  o r  L99 f /92
groups. Other year groups not represenLed here include 1990/91 when
pract ical-1y no green turt l -es nested at the souLhern Western
Austsralian green turtl-e rookeries, and the three most recent
seasons when wery smal-l- nuribers only could be tagged at Barrow
Island.

We now have six aL sea captures reported for green turtl-es tagged
at Ehe Etsnouth Gulf area rookeries: fiwe for North West. Cape users
and one from Sout.h Muiron Is land. A11 six reporus are from western
Kimberl-ey locations. The t.urt.les reported include Lwo each from
Nort.h West Cape nesters in the a989/90 al j .d f99a/92 seasons, one
from the very few vis i t ing in the a99O/9! season ex SouLh Muiron
Island, and another one from Ehe ].992/93 season group ex Nort.h West
Cape. We have no reporcs at sea of any of the numerous 1'988/89
North wests Cape and Muj-ron Is land nesters.  7990/9a nest. ing
aEEendance at North WesE Cape was minimal-.

The green Lurtle dispersal data rel-at.ing to the southern rookeries
are much less comprehensiwe than Chose for the L.,acepedes nesEing
groups, but i t  is  quiEe clear that there are sEi l f  substant ial  gaps
in our post-nest ing dispersal  informat j .on for the green turt le in
bo th  i ns tances .

Four other dispersal  reports vtere received through !993/94; three
for toggerheads tagged dur ing Ehe 1993/94 nesLing season, and the
f i rst  for a f latback tagged ]-992/93 season.

Two of tshe loggerhead reportss were for Dirk Isfand nesters taken
and rel-eased within Shark Bay mid-1994 in course of  t rawl f isher ies
for scal lops and prawns (shr imp).  The third loggerhead report  was
for a Muiron Is1and nest ing animal ,  a lso laken and released within
Shark Bay. This laLter repor!  is the third received for Muiron
Islands nest ing loggerheads: the three dispersal  points are Shark
Bay, VIA, Maningrida, NT, and Pulau Masalembo, mid-,Java Sea in
Indonesia.

The single fl-atback report was for a Cape Thouin (Mundabullangana)
nester f rom near the De Grey Riwer mouth, also taken and re]eased
by prawn trawl f ishery tate 1993. This turt le survived and renested
in the 7993/94 season.

These few new loggerhead and flatback turtfe reporcs are not
unexpecued, but again highlight a contsinuing sampling problem thaL
is also relevant with the concinuing absence of any reporLs for
hawksbi l - l -s,  and st i l -L appl ies to the green turEfe. Gather ing
adequaLe data needed to relate nest ing si tes to associated feeding
grounds wi l l  require directed sampl ing at  sea in the future.



Renigrants (turtles returnlng to neat at knorEr rookery)
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sixty-nine apparent f i rsL-t ime remigrant green Eurt . les were seen aL
the L,acepede Islands this season. Five of these were returning
after a 7 year absence, another 26 afLet a 6 year absence, 23 afLet
a 5 year absence, 9 aE 4 years,  and 5 at  3 years.  AnoEher three
probabte remigrants were noted, as they appeared to have lost  tags.

There were no second time remigrants.

Without making adjustment for recoweries,  and probable tag loss
from some turt les in each group since tagging, we have now seen c '
L9 .52  o f  t he  1985 /87  season  nes te rs  as  rem ig ran ts ,  c .  l - 8 .8?  o f  t he
Be7 /88  season  g roup ,  c .  ! ! . 3?  o f  Ehe  1988 /89  g roup ,  c .  5 .6% o f  t he
L989 /9O g roup ,  and  2 .8?  o f  t he  1990 /97  g roup .

Six new remigrant greens were seen at Barrov/ Isl-and. These included
3 x 7 year,  1x 5 year,  and 2 x 4 year.  remigrants.  Cumulat ive
totals of remigrants from the rel-evants year groups now are 11 from
1986187 ,  1 l -  f r om a987  /88 .  1  f rom 1988 /89 ,  and  2  f rom L989 /90 .  The re
have been no multiple remigrant observations.

Fifleen remigrant greens were also seen at Che Elcnouth GuIf area
rookeries.  These were: -  1x 7 year remigrant at  the Muiron Is lands,
and  1x  5  yea r ,  12  x  4  yea r ,  and  1x  1  yea r  rem ig ranLs  a t  Nor lh
West Cape. Cumufatj-ve numbers of remigranes cofibined for the
rel-evant year groups now are 5 from a986/87 (a11 Muirons),  2 f rom
1,987  /88 ,  2  f rom 1 -958 /89 ,  L6  f rom f rom 1 '989 /90  (a l l  No r th  wes t
Cape) ,  and  one  each  f rom the  1990 /91  a r |d  a992 /93  seasons -  These
fatter t .wo represent 1 year remigrants.

The conEinued increase in abundance of longer tserm remigrants being
encountered through thj-s eighth season of work is consistent wi th
resul ts being obtained from the l -ong-cerm Queensland study where
t i tanium tags have been used (L, impus, pers.  conun. ) .

O the r  SDec ies

observations of remigrant flaLbacks and hawksbills further improved
rrrrr ina l -h6 1qq?/qt season. Greater numbers of  loggerheads were seenu u !  r I Y

at the E)flnouth Gulf area rookeries.

Data to hand are suggest ing that wesEern Austral ian green and
hawksbitf turtle poputations have similar remigrant nesting
paLterns, wit.h many individuafs hawing extended interval-s between
iuccessiwe nest ing seasons. In contrast,  there seems to be a much
higher incidence of annuaf or bienniaf renesEing . of flatbacks - The
eai ly l -oggerhead data avai labfe also suggest a higher f requency of
short  remigrat ion intervals.

Note qual i f icat ion of  the data being discussed below.

I ' l  ^ t -  h ^ . ' k  ' F r r r f  l  a

Twenty-six f i rst  t ime remigranc f latbacks were seen at the Pi lbara
mainfand stsudy si te.  Twenty-two of these were consecut lve year



nestersi  the ot .her four were 2-year remigrants.  Totaf Pi fbara
mainl-and siEe observat ions to daLe are -  1 x 4-years,  2 x 3-years,
11 x 2-years,  and 33 x 1-year,  plus 2 indet.erminate interval-s due
to  foss  o f  t ags .

Only one first time remigrant vras seen at Varanus fsland. This
turt ]e returned after a 3 year absence. fn total- ,  15 inL.ernest ing
int,ervals have been observed for 11 indiwiduals at this rookerv -
one turt le has been seen four seasons out of  f ive;  another has bben
seen twice, f i rst  af ter 2 years and again 2 years later.  Complete
observations tso date are - 1  x  5 -years ,  2  x   -years ,  1  x  3 -years ,
5  x  2 -yea rs ,  and  6  x  1 -yea r .

Note that these remigranc surnmary daLa are noE directly comparable,
due to differences in lhe nunibers of turt.l-es t.agged/year aE each
Locat ion, and the di f ferences in monitor ing ef forL lhrough each
season. Nevertheless, much l -ess extensj-ve data from olher locat ions
(eg, Barrow Island and L,acepede Isl-ands) are consistent. wich the
general  remigrant pacLern being suggested for th is specj_es.

Hawksbill Turt.le

No remigrants were seen at Rosemary Istand this season.

Thirty remigrants were seen at Varanus Isfand. These inc]uded 4
turt l -es on their  second remigrat ion. These mult ip le remigrants
c o m p r i s e d  p a t t e r n s  o f  2  x ( 3  +  2 ) ,  L  x  ( 2  +  3 ) ,  a n d  L  x  ( 2  +  2 ) .  O f
the remaj-ning 25 firsc time remigrants, interwals were 2 x 6 years,
4  x  5  y e a r s ,  1 4  x 4  y e a r s ,  5  x  3  y e a r s ,  a n d  1 x  2  y e a r s .  T h e
observed frequency of different remigrant intervals observed aE
Varanus Isfand to date is:-  2 x 6 years,  6 x 5 years,  18 x 4 years,
15 x 3 years,  and 6 x 2 years.  Forcy-Chree turt les of  258
previously tsagged hawe provided these dala.

L,oqqerhead Turtle

EighL first t.ime remigrant l-oggerheads were observed this season at
t.he E)dnouth Gulf rookeries. These included four x 1 year, 3 x 2
year, and 1 x 6 year remigrant at the Muiron Isfands, and one x 3
year and one x 4 year remigrants at Ningal-oo.

SeaEonal Variation in Neatlng InterEity, etc

Nest inq Act iv i tv

The seasonaf int .ensi ty of  nest ing act iv i ty of  green turt les has
been  no ted  ( see  'SeasonaL  Fac to rs , ;  abowe)  .

The only extensive ,nestj-ng activity dat.a we have for any other
species is for the haviksbi l fs at  varanus Tsfand. The best season
observed so far remains 1988/89, when apparently some hundreds of
hawksbi l ls nested. The oE.her f ive seasons pr ior Eo f992/93 hawe
seen much smal ler numbers at tending -  perhaps only 25-30? or l -ess
of the numbers seen in 1,988/89 in each year.  Tlne L992/93 season
nest ing act iwi ty was again simi lar to the common pattern.

The foggerhead nesting pattern observed on the Ningal-oo beaches to
date suggests perhaps t .hat no more than 20-50 lurt les at  the
maximum may be nesting there from year to year. The increased



number of  t .urL. les tagged at the Muiron Is l -ands over the 1-992/93
nest ing season was a resul- t  of  better s iEe coverage. There was no
real  indicat j -on of  greater numbers in at tendance. The previous
concl-usj-on that Ehese is lands may be used by 8-10 t imes as many
turt l -es as Ehe adiacent mainland is not a]Eered.

Occasional-  nest ing by
conf i rmed.

Opportuni t ies to successful ly monitor
natural ly placed nests once again
instrumented coul-d not be followed
incubat ion.

Genet ic Studieg

f latbacks at the Muiron Is l -ands was

devel-opmental environment of
proved elusive. Two nests

Chrough to completion of

Further analysis of  genet. ic var iat j -on j -n green turufe samples taken
from Western Austral ian rooker ies was cont. inued as part  of  the
wider regional study being conducted under guidance of Dr Craig
Mori tz at  Universi ty of  Queensl-and.

A paper including in i t ia l -  resuf t .s f rom hawksbi l l  tur t l -e sampfes
E.aken at the Rosemary Island and at, varanus Isl-and rookeries has
now been submit ted for publ icat ion.

Further sampl ing of  l -oggerheads is in progress. Results are not yet
avai l -able.

erowth Studies

Patterns of  growth in capt iv i ty of  a smaff  group of juweni le
loggerheads are being documented. The animals are now c.  2.5.years
o 1 d .

The extensive tagging work continued at Sandalwood Peninsul-a in
Ercnouth Guff over the past several years is now providing some good
growth increment. data for a range of juvenile green to adult
turt les in the wi l -d (maximum recapture inEerval  now >900 days).  The
sample of  foggerheads is too smal l  yet to provide simifar data.

Leatberback TurtIeE in WA Waterg

Efforts Eo improve reportage of s ight ings and salvage of
featherback turt l -e carcasses that may become awai lable are
continuing. We have had some reasonable success in recent times in
t.his endeavour, but have not yet been fortunate enough to secure,
tag and sampl-e any live entangl-ed turtl-es; this with a view to
'stock ident i f icaL. ion'  and fater report ing of  s ight. ings on rookery
vis i ts that might subsequent ly occur af ter release of the migratory
animal-s in WA waters -

Bioaccumulation of Hea\ry Metals in lrtarine Turtles

This study is cont inuing. Data for t .hree l -eatherback, four
loggerhead, and f ive green turt . les are Eo hand. Samples from an
addit ional  l -eatherback and loqqerhead turts le are beinq processed.



A preliminary paper on the arsenj-c compounds found in Eissues of
one of lhe leatherback turt fes is being prepared in co]]aborat ion
with Dr , fohn Edmonds (WA Fisher ies),  and Japanese col leagues.

Recovery of Tagged TurtIeE frour Other RookerieE in wA

One further observat ion of  a green turt le apparent ly f rom a non-
Western Austral-ian rookery v/as reported this past year.
Unfortunat.ely this turt . le had been tagged with a tvro-parL. plast ic
tag, of which only t.he spike and l-ocking port.ions remained intact.
I t .  is  bel ieved that th is turt le probably was tagged in fndonesia in
the ear ly part  of  the PPA work (ear]y to mid- 1980s).

Persistence of enquiry f inal ly answered t .he query we had for a
monel - tagged green turtl-e taken in Western Austral-ia in SepterTrlcer
1989. This turtfe was originally tagged at Pangumbahan, West ,fawa
in February 1989 (At ing Sumantr i ,  pers.  comm.).  We are cont inuing
our ef fort .  to obtain more detai ]ed informat ion on the one pl-ast ic-
tagged l -eatherback observed in October 1986.

ExtenEion work

EfforLs to establ ish working contact.s wit .h Indonesian col leagues
were cont. inued (note abowe).  L, ia ison with commercial  f isher ies
managers and fishermen was continued with a view to getting further
considerat ion of ,  and sofut , ions t .o potent ial  by-catch probl-ems that.
may adversely af fect  marine tsurtLe populaEions in t .he western
Australian region. Working ]iaison ilrith other groups involwed in
marine turLfe managemen! and research is bej-ng maintaj-ned.

A paper summarizing progress of our project was published in
i fanuary 1993 in the internat ional  Marine Turt le Newsl-et ter #60.

An invitation to attend and present further informat.ion on our
project at  the 13th Annual Sea Turt fe Symposium meet ing at  ,Jeky11
fsl-and, Georgia,  USA, in late February 1993 was accepted.

Further Development of the Project

Beach work focussed on tagging and monitoring of nesting female
turt les aC sel-ected rooker ies prowides the founda! ion for our
projecE, with vofunteer part . ic ipat ion in this work cont inuing to
prowide essential support. Coordination and management of this
effort  is a substant ial  task. Rel iabl-e addit j -ona1 support  for th is
funct ion is required.

Necessary expansion of work to feeding ground inwestigations aimed
at f  i l - l - ing the substant ial-  gaps bej-ng ident i f ied in our dispersal
data for green turt.les as revealed by tag recovery reports, and the
continuing failure to obtain any comparable dispersal data for most
other nesLing species being studied in this region wi l l  require
furtsher resources. This def ic iency in t .he project.  coverage must be
addressed now.

Maint.enance of core project work at  the more accessj-b1e rooker ies
in part icular prowides opportuniL, ies for sEudent project and other
col-l-aboratiwe work. Expressions of interesL. hawe been sought from



researchers with independent support
pursued further in the near future.

This matLer needs to be

ceneral work aimed ats obtaining further information on disEribution
of populat ions and nescing siLes is st i l l  needed. Observer network
participation and coordination is a viLal component in this regard.
we l-ook forward to your continued interest, input, and support.

It is to be hoped that a secure funding base Co support the next
phase of th is project wi f f  be establ ished soon.

lEdi tors Note: This newslet ter is intended eo provide informat ion
for persons who hawe assisted wich the work in any v/ay, and as an
informaLion sheet for restr ic led distr ibut ion. f t  is produced from
time to time when sufficient new information is avail-abf e. The
lateness of  th is issue is regretstsed. P1ease accept my apology for
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