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. THE PURPOSE OF nns REPORT . 

This report contains the Environmental Protection A·uthority's environmental assessment and recommendations to the 
Minister for the Environment on the environmental acceptability of the proposal. 

hnmediately following the release of the report there is a 14-day period when anyone may appeal to the Minister 
against the Environmental Protection Authority's report. 

After the appeal perio{i, and determination of any appeals, the Minister consults with the other relevant ministers and 
agencies and then issues his decision about whether the proposal may or may not proceed. The Minister also announces 
the legally binding envirorunental conditions which might apply to any approval. 

APPEALS 

If you disagree with any of the contents of the assessment report or recommendations you may appeal iI1 writing to the 
Minister for the Environment outlining the environmental reasons for your concern and enclosing the appeal fee of 
$10. 

'It is important that you clearly indicate the part of the report you disagree with and. the reasons for your concern so that 
the grounds of your appeal can be properly considered by the Minister for the Environment. 

ADDRESS 

Hon Minister for the Environment 
12th Floor, Dumas House 
2 Havelock Street 
WEST PERTH WA 6005 

CLOSING DA1E 

Your appeal (with the $10 fee) must reach the Minister's office no later than 5.00 pm on 8 July 1993. 
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1. Background 
Southern Plantations Chip Co. Pty. Ltd. (the proponent) received approval from the Minister 
for the Environment on the 17 September 1990 to export unprocessed woodchips through the 
Port of Bunbury subject to a number of legally binding environmental conditions (Appendix 1). 

That approval was given after an extensive investigation of the environmental issues associated 
with the harvesting and export of woodchips from the southern forests of the State (EPA 
1988b), preparation of a Consultative Environmental Review, receipt of public and government 
agency submissions and release of the Environmental Protection Authority's report and 
recommendations on the proposal (EPA Bulletin 436). 

Southern Plantations was a joint venture company owned by Whittakers and the TPS Group 
(trading as McLeans Consolidated). It was formed to market McLeans previously approved 
60,000 tonnes of woodchips, and Whittakers 50,000 tonnes through the Port of Albany. 

In applying for approval of the joint venture, the company indicated proposed changes to the 
original McLean's component of the project. The changes were that the sawmill waste would 
now be derived from a variety of sawmills and not the Denmark sawmill exclusively and export 
would now be through the Port of Bunbury rather than the Port of Albany. Southern 
plantations is now a wholly owned subsidiary ofWhittakers, 

The Minister required that the variation of the original McLeans approval be assessed by the 
Environmental Protection Authority. No additional approvals were required for the original 
Whittak:ers component. 

After assessment of the proposal the Environmental Protection Authority concluded that the 
proposed changes were environmentally acceptable and recommended approval. 

Southern Plantation Chip Company had requested that the varied project be approved for an 
interim period of two years so as to permit the establishment of firm contracts for the export of 
woodchips and provide the cash flow to fund the reappraisal and if appropriate, implementation 
of the original Albany approval proposal. Accordingly, the Environmental Protection Authority 
recommended that approval for the varied proposal be limited to two years following which the 
proponent should revert to the proposal assessed and approved in 1988 or submit a new 
proposal to the Environmental Protection Authority for assessment. 

Southern Plantations approval was given until 14 April 1993, the date on which the two year 
approval expired. · 

2. The proposal 
A formal request was received from the proponent on 25 February 1993 to continue to export 
woodchips through the Port of Bunbury for a further two years. The extension in time was 
requested because of delays in completing the comprehensive proposal for Albany, and a 
detailed explanation of the causes of these delays was subsequently provided in correspondence 
dated 9 June 1993. An explanation of the progress towards satisfying the environmental 
conditions was also provided 

3. Advice of the Environmental Protection Authority 
The request for a further extension in time to finalise the Albany feasibility study does not 
represent a significant change to the original proposal, nor is it likely to have significant 
impacts on the environment. 

The company has indicated the nature of the investigation undertaken during the past two years 
as part of the Albany feasibility study. It has also described the direction of the remaining work 
and provided a detailed report on logistic and administrative matters to the Minister for the 
Environment for consideration. On the basis of this information, the Environmental Protection 
Authority does not consider that a further extension in line with the request and intended 
investigations is unreasonable. Progress towards the completion of the Albany feasibility study 
should be described in the 1994 compliance reports to the Environmental Protection Authority. 
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Should the results of the feasibility study lead to significant alterations to the current proposal, 
the proponent should be required to prepare a "new" proposal document for consideration by 
the Authority. 

4. Recommendations 
The Environmental Protection Authority recommends that approval be given for 
a further extension of two years to Southern Plantations Chip Company Pty 
Ltd to finalise the Albany feasibility study. 

The Environmental Protection Authority recommends that the existing 
Environmental Condition requiring the proponent to provide bi-annual (six 
monthly) reports be altered to require annual reporting. The Environmental 
Protection Authority does not believe that the existing frequency is now 
necessary. 

The Environmental Protection Authority recommends that the format of the 
existing environmental conditions be altered to reflect current administrative 
practices, as outlined below. 
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STATEMENT TO AMEND CONDITIONS APPL YING TO A PROPOSAL 
(PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 46 OF THE 

ENVIRONMENT AL PROTECTION ACT 1986) 

PROPOSAL:WOODCHIP EXPORT 1HROUGH Tiffi PORT OF BUNBURY 

CURRENT PROPONENT: SOUTHERN PLANTATIONS CHIP CO PTY LID (343/799) 
CONDITIONS SETON: 17 SEPTEMBER 1990 

Condition 1 is amended to read as follows: 

IA Proponent Commitments 

In implementing the proposal, including the proposed amendment to extend the duration 
of operations reported on in Environmental Protection Authority Bulletin 684, the 
proponent shall fulfil the commitments (which are not inconsistent with the conditions or 
procedures contained in this statement) made in the Consultative Environmental Review 
and published in Environmental Protection Authority Bulletin 436, Appendix 2. (A copy 
of the commitments is attached.) 

1 B Implementation 

Subject to the conditions in this amended statement, the manner of detailed 
implementation of the proposal shall conform in substance with that set out in any 
designs, specifications, plans or other technical material submitted by the proponent to the 
Environmental Protection Authority with the proposal. Where, in the course of that 
detailed implementation, the proponent seeks to ch,,mge those designs, specifications, 
plans or other technical material in any way that the Minister for the Environment 
determines on the advice of the Environmental Protection Authority, is not substantial, 
those changes may be effected. 

Condition 3 is amended to read as follows: 

The proponent shall provide annual reports to the Environmental Protection Authority 
showing monthly breakdowns of the sources and amounts of woodchips exported. The 
proponent shall make these reports available to the public. 

Condition 4 is amended to read as follows: 

The duration of this proposal shall not exceed four years from the date of commencement 
of implementation, i.e. April 1995. 

The following conditions and procedures are inserted following condition 5: 

6 Compliance Auditing 
In order to ensure that environmental conditions and commitments are met, an 
audit system is required. 

6-1 The proponent shall prepare periodic "Progress and Compliance Reports", to 
help verify the environmental performance of this project, in consultation with 
the Environmental Protection Authority. 

Procedure 

1 The Environmental Protection Authority is responsible for verifying 
compliance with the conditions contained in this statement, with the exception 



of conditions stating that the proponent shall meet the requirements of either 
the Minister for the Environment or any other government agency. 

2 If the Environmental Protection Authority, other government agency or 
proponent is in dispute concerning compliance with the conditions contained 
in this statement, that dispute will be determined by the Minister for the 
Environment. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 

i:>lll l # 

STATEMENT THAT A PROPOSAL MAY BE IMPLEMENTED (PURSUANT TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 1986) 

WOODCHIP EXPORT THROUGH THE PORT OF SUNBURY 

This proposal may be implemented subject to the following conditions: 

1. The proponent shall adhere to the proposal as assessed by the Environmental Protection 
Authority. In implementing the proposal, the proponent shall fulfil the commitments (wl1ich are 
not inconsistent with the conditions or procedures contained in this statement) made in the 
Consultative Environmental Review and published in Environmental Protection Authority 
Bulletin 436, Appendix 2. (A copy of the commitments is attached). 

2. The proponent shall only obtain and export woodchips derived from 'sawmill wastes' from 
sawmilled logs obtained from Crown Land. 

'Sawmill wastes' means waste material resulting from sawn timber production, consisting of 
slabs, offcuts, dockings and boxed hearts rejected in normal sawmilling operations. 

3. The proponent shall provide a bi-annual report to the Environmental Protection Authority 
showing a monthly breakdown of both the source and amount of woodchips exported. The 
Environmental Protection Authority shall make this report available to the public. 

4. The duration of the implementation of this proposal shall not exceed two years. The proponent 
shall notify the Minister for the Environment in writing of the date of commencement of the 
implementation of this proposal which shall be substantially commenced within six months of the 
publication of this statement. 

5. No transfer of ownership, control or management of the project which would give rise to a need 
for the replacement of the proponent shall take place until the Minister for the Environment has 
advised the proponent that approval has been given for the nomination of a replacement 
proponent. Any request for the exercise of that power of the Minister shall be accompanied by a 
copy of this statement endorsed with an undertaking by the proposed replacement proponent 
to carry out the project in accordance with the conditions and procedures set out in the 
statement. 

_,., ·" 

Published on 
/ ·, ' ....... 
f I 

Bob Pearce, MLA 
MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
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Proponent's commitments 



WOODCHIP EXPORT THROUGH THE PORT OF SUNBURY 

PROPONENT'S COMMITMENTS 

/ i \Jil J 
I\' 

The proponent makes the following commitments: 

1 . The term of this interim arrangement will be limited to a period of two years from the date of issue 
of an export licence unless prior to expiry the Minister for the Environment agrees to permit a 
further evaluation period or the implementation of the proposal as originally approved in 1988. 

2. II the proponent chooses not to proceed with the proposal to export woodchips in accordance 
with the Mclean i 988 proposal, it will refer alternative export options to the Environmental 
Protection Authority for its advice. 

3. All woodchips purchased by the proponent for export under this approval will be derived from 
residue of sawlogs from Crown Land. 

4. The proponent will maintain a system for accounting for the source and destination of all 
woodchips exported under this interim arrangement and report annually to the Environmental 
Protection Authority, demonstrating that the prescribed volume of 50,000 cubic metres (60,000 
green tonnes) is derived from sawlog residue. 

5. The accounting system will be based on the mills from which woodchips are purcllased 
providing the proponent with the following information each calendar month:-

( 1) The intake of sawlogs from private property; 

(2) The intake of whole logs from any source which are completely converted into 
woodchips; and 

(3) The percentage woodchip recovery from (1) and (2) above. 

Woodchips processed from either (1) or (2) above cannot be purchased by the proponent and 
the mills concerned will have to negotiate directly with WACAP where these are involved. 

Confidentiality of the information supplied by the mills does not allow the Department of 
Conservation and Land Management to provide the proponent with any of this information 
relative to mill periormance. However, the Department of Conservation and Land Management 
will verify all aspects of the proponent's accounting system at the request of the Environmental 
Protection Authority. 
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