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FROBLEMS TH ReSARVI Rl

¥

in & recent radio broadcast the Chief Jarden of Fauna, lir. He 5. Shugg
@2 problem the litterbug is to the reserve manager.

3,

is the text of ir. Shuzz's aldress:-

ilife reserve is a farm - of sorts. It osroduces nlants and
t needs careful znd trained management. '/hile the reserve
many oroblems with his farmer neignbours, he also h&és unusual

Jarier knows his farm, his stock end crops, intimately precisely.

ser. liore often than not he does not kaow what

1s are on nis land nor what they need to survive. He has no

migques of stock husbandry and has great difficulty in ascertaining
stocks are increasing or decreasing or &re about to become extinct.

Renzsren work being undertaken on the Tuttznning Fauna leserve east of
i aimed &t overcoming these problems but it is alsc revealing un-
zs» This reserve is an outstanding ons “ecause its flora and

so Jivsrse. We know that if it were left to look after itself it weuld
criorie and many valuable forms of wildlife the:re would disappsar.

ace native animels must have ground cover and dense shelter belts,

~s, understandably, look askance at the reserves and expect them to he
7 year or two. But this is quite out of the question. Different vlent
5 needed by the animels take many years to recover and too frecuent ,
too hot fires would be quite disastrous. The structure and type

> nlants required to support the diverse fauna are governed by the
ires. Consequently, these have to be most carefully planned
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PROBL:NS IN RESERVE HANAGIMENT (Cont'd)

Besides the fire problems, the reserve manager has many other provlems.
Because he contrels public lend a whole miscellany of people expect to be
allowed to satisfy their legitimate needs there. These include photograzivhers,
campers, egg collectors, bird travpers, pet fcod shooters, hungry Australians-
cld and new, scientific collectors, sportsmen, boating enthusiasts, and so on.
Zven if they can be allowed to operate on wildlife reserves, their activities
must be controlled and everyone knows how difficult people are to control.

Finally, the reserve manager has to cope with the litterbug. There are
two species of this pest. The worst, the dumping litterbug, hoards his rubbish
at home and then carts it to a reserve and dumps it there. The second, the
wandering litterbug, discards his rubbish as he picnics or passes throughe
His specialties are empty tottles, cartons, cansy, packets and tinse.

Litter is uvgly = but it is worse than that. In masse it eats up wild land
which means that more of our wildlife is lost for ever. Rubbish dumping intro=-
duces pests and weeds into reserves and creates zdditional fire hazards.
Rubbish hes to be disposed of and those responsible for getting rid of it
naturally look to wild lands because they are available. DMuch of our richest
area, our lakes, swamps and marshes, have already disappeared under avalanches
of rubbish and covering sand fill.

This is the age of the disposable contziner. More and more manufecturers
are being forced by fashion and eccnomics to turn from returnable to disposable
ones. 'Disposeble" means you throw it away. So scmeone else has to pick it
up or it lies there to litter the countryside. Iither way the general public,
not the litterbug, payse Existing alternatives are to pey more rubbish tax for
cleaning up, or lose the beauty and utility of the countryside to laziness-
induced litter.

There is a simple solution. Impose a special tax on all non returnable
containers and packagese

Such tax would have a double effect. Firstly, it would make the use of
disposable containers less attractive and returnable ones more economice.
3econdly, it would provide funds for distribution to loczl authorities to meet
the costs of keeping their districts clean.

It would be a moral tax because those who cause the problem would pay the
cost of the cure.
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It could be applied on a sliding scale to all potential rubbish, from
match boxes to car bodiese It could be raised like sales tax and would yield
millions of dollarse.

Such a tax would finance the purchase of the revolutionary new
treatment plants which convert rubbish into saleable fertilizer, the proceeds
from which can be most lucrative.

If I have strayed from the subject of reserve management, I am sure
that everyone who has seen and thought about this litter problem will forgive
mes Our wetlands and other wild arezs are now too rare and precious to
sacrifice to rubbish disposal whether or not it is done under the pseusonvm
of reclemation. In any case all districts must, eventually, run out of such
areas and find new disposal methods. Our remaining wild lands and reserves
must be saved for they bring beauty and variety to our countryside and
veriety is the spice of life."





