
ISLAND FAUNA RESERVES VESTED IN 
WILDLIFE AUTHORITY 

At a rnee t :i_ng of the Executive Cmmcil held on JuJ.y 24, 1968, approval was 
given f'or the fol lowing new res a:i:'ves t o b e ·rvested in and held by the We s t e rn 
Australia..,. Wild. Li fe Authori ty 2 i n trust for the purpose of Conservati on of Faunao 
These r e se:r,;res are all islarrl s b i3twee:n Lancel:i.n a.net Dori...gara9 ar.d are numbered 
29251,1) 29252 , 29253, 2925L:-Sl 29255 3 29256~ 29257,1) 29258 ., ancl. 292600 NoticG ·i;o 
this effect was publishea. in the G-overnme~1 t Gazette da tea. August 9,, 19 68 e 

In J'anuary 1966 11 the then FauJ.".la. Protiec·aon Ad.viso:r:;v Commi t t ee 3 coris idered a 
recommendation b,y -this Dep 8--1"trne:1t that the offsho:;:•~ i :s:'~Eli1is bet ween Lanc eliri. 
and Dongara ·oe set a s .ide f'or the e o:nser vat ion of f'a-:..-:..na ., The fa:i.:w.1a ..:ic curi~izJ.g r., 
them is~ i 11 t r1e mc~ir11 11 eot1~ic·ted -to se c1. bi1'C1.aJ hai.1~ s c-::als a .. :na. va:cious re:f til es o 

Many o:t' the i slancas are mporta.nt breefd:0.g areas for -t:he sea=bi rdB9 some of' 11!h:lch 
appear to be th-i:oea:cened as a result of the i ntense of the c1~ayf'ish!ng :1.:i::.3.ur.s·~ry 
which has :introduced a comparatively high human ac ti.i'\;y il1 previously :i:D1por tant 
~breecling areas on the c oast itself o 

Perhaps tl1e greatest value o:r these i,sland.s t o fauna cor.servati.on ana . .J.. o 
scienc e lies in theh" reptilian f'auna.. Mr. J 0 Ford.J in a J?aper :puK. :i. shed i n ·be 
West Australian Naturalist., i nd.icates therein the :impor tance of the se islands c-,s 
areas in wbich to stuay th0 effects of c a:npet.~ tion ( both intr a and i nterspec ific) 
on the evolution of species and. the causes of the 1.rulnere.bili ty of island 
population s o 

Fo:r.d and. other sci enti sts have poir..ted out -that there i s a close re1ationship 
between the size, of i slan.c!.s and. their caJ?ac i 't;y to ca:rry diverse popul ations of 
flora and fauna., 

Falli'l.a . utilizing these i sla,.1ds inclucles the Wni te=facecl S·borro. Petrel ( PelagQ.S:_ 
r oma marina) which incidently is th9 only locaJ. breed:i.:.flg storm petrel; Piad 
Cormorant TPhalo1:Nlot<?£ sul::}irostris) Caspi<;Ul Tern (Hydr o·) r ogne £._aspia):, 
Roseate Tern ( Sterna. dougalli) a C_ es tea. Tern l Sterna berfii a Fa iry 'I'ern ( Sterns. 
nereis) 9 Bridled Tern "[stern.a anaethstua) .,Pacific Gull L~us pac:if'icus) .1> 

Si lver Gull (Larus nov-a,3=hollandiae) 11 Pied C,'ysterc atchcr (Harematopu.s ostr alegus) 9 

Mountain Duck (Ta.dorna t adornoid es) and Rock Parrot (Neophema petroph.ilaJ 

* 

"An optimist is a fisherman who takes a cam.era . with him when 
he goes fishing" o 

* 


