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CRESCENT NAIL-TAIL WALLABY 

During June 1969 a report was received by the Department 
of sightings of what possibly could have been Crescent-tailed 
\\fallabies. The observations were made by Mr. N. Tonkin and 
by Er. A .G . Linto of the Agriculture Department, Kalgoorlie. 

Mr . Tonkin fi r st observed 3 of these marsupials about 2 
years ag o whils t rabbit trapping near Mungarrie Station about 
8 mi les n orth- east of Kalgoorlie . His attention was caught 
by the unusu2l white facial mai~ldngs on the a.nimals and by 
t heir smaJl -s i ze . Ivir. Tonkin reported that the animals stood 
t ,ei:ween 2 a ncl 3 feet h i g h; v-vere greyish in colour with a cree.m
lirown f r ont and. p aws , a nd. had ear s more roundea_ t han elongated . 
Sever a l months later he s aw the ani mals again in t h e same are a . 
J owever , t he most :recent s igh ting wa s made about 3 months ago 
when one wa s see n crossing t h e Kalg oorlie Road about 5 miles 
west f rom Kal goorl i e . 

Mr Lin.to reported a s i milar animal dead a.long side the 
same r oad f,one 7 mile s we s t of Kal goorlie . Thi s obse r vation 
was made i n the middl e of June of this year . Unfor t unat e l y , 
inves tiga tion of the r oads i d e area by }fr . K.D . Mor rison , a 
Depar t menta l Fauna War d en, revealed no carca se . rfir . Morrison 
wa s i n Kal g oor l ie e n j oy i ng his annual recre ation leave a. t t he 
tin1e the repor t vms r ece i ved. 

These ob s erva tions of t h i s mar supi al are very enc ouraging . 
MT , Tonkin and ;•.Ir. Linto b oth have assured the Depa.rtment thc:t 
if any fur t her s i ghtiri .. g s a re made or any dead a nimal s l oc e.ted 
-by them, t hey wolil.d r e port them a nd a lso forward eith er t he 
skin or sln.Lll t o the iV .A . Mu seum for p os i t ive i d entif ica tion. 

Elli s Troughton i n his book "Furr ed. Animals of Aust r a lia" 
r e cords t ha t t he Crescent Na.i l-ta i l Wallaby once r ang ed i n 
i t s dist1~i t u t i on f r om s outh ~.Ve s t ern Australia t o eas tern a nd 
cen-t:ral South Australia. . Now the animal is believed to be 
ver~-; i ng on extinc tion i n the settled districts of the south 
west of t his State , once i t s s t rongh old . It is said to occur 
in i s olated loc a.li tie s west of t he lower pe.rt of the G-reat 
3outher n Ra i l w2.y , and further east tOiYards the Gre e t Victoria 
Desert . 

;\ccord.ing to '.:-iocx1 Jones in 192L~, who knew of no obser
vations since 1-394, (Reference - Ellis Troughton ) this animal 
had probably vanished from South Australia. J .T. Tunney, the 
,vell-lmown collector, thought in 1921 that the animals had 
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disappeared fro.'.Il their most favoured haunts in Western 
Australia, and would inevitably become extinct under the 
advance of settlement and spread of the fox. One can only 
hope that the_ efforts of the various local authorities to 
conserve the remarkably interesting faun.a will include 
special provision for saving representatives of this lovely 
species. 

DISTRICT ALLOWANCES 

In the Septer:1ber 1968 issue of the "Monthly Staff 
Bulletin" (Vol XVII, -No. 9) reference was made to the Public 
Service Commissioner's review of the District Allowances. 
Apparently some officers are not fully aware of the addi t
ional provisions t hat came into ef'fect as from July 19, 1968. 

The main new feature of this Award is that it provides 
for the payment of different rates to officers whose head-· 
querters are not located in an area where a district allow
ance is payable. Another point to remember is if an officer 
is required to sp end any continuous period in excess of one 
month in any of the districts in respect of which an allowance 
is payable, he qualifies for such allowance 2.s is prescribed 
in the Second Schedule of the Agreement. 

tfr. B .A. Carmichael, Senior Inspector, Perth District, 
was admitted to Mount Hospital, Perth, on Sunday, August 3 
for a.n emergency operation. At the time of writing, Mr. 
Carmichael's condition vvas satisfactory but he coula. not 
receive visitors. Reports at this stage indicate that he 
could be absent from his duties until late this year • 

.All members of the staff wish Brian a good c.nd speedy 
recovery from the ailment. 

Life is a jest, and all things show it; 
I thought so once, but now I lmow it. 

- B. G-ay 


