
On Sunday, June 
22, 1969, a Crested 
Penguin (Eudyptes 
chrysocome moseleyi) 
was found and place~ 
in the care of Cadet 
Fauna Warden Mr. R. 
Gardiner. This 
penguin, an apparent 
straggler to our 
coast, was found by 
a relative of Mr. 
Gardiner at Long 
?oi nt , Warnbro Sound, 
in a very exhausted 
and poor phy sical 
dition. It could 
stand nor walk. 
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CRESTED PENGUIN 

The particular species of the Crested Penguin, also 
lmown as the Rock-hopper Penguin, breeds at St. Paul and New 
Amsterdam Islands in the southern Indian Ocean, according to 
the handbook "Birds of Western Australia" by Serventy and 
Whittell. Specimens have been observed north to Rottnest 
Island and Scarborough and east to Esperance. There are a 
number of closely allied Crested Penguins which breed on the 
Sub-Artie Islands and range northward after the breeding 
season is over. The penguin found at Long Point belongs to 
the only species so far recorded in Western Australia. In 
south-wastern Australia two others are occasionally stragg
lers. The more common is the Thick-billed Penguin, breeding 
in the New Zealand area, and the other is the Royal Penguin 
which breeds on Macquarie Island. A possible additional 
visitor to Western Australia is the Macaroni Penguin, a south 
Indian Ocean species, breeding at Prince Edward, Marion, 
Kerguelen and Heard Islands. Our Crested Penguin can be dis
tinguished from the Macaroni and Royal by the fact that in 
these two latter species the yellow crests over the eyes are 
united in front across the forehead, whereas they are sepa
rated in both the Crested and Thick-billed. The Royal differs 
from all of the others in having the entire under parts, 
including the throat, white; all the other penguins with 
crests have the throat black or greyish. There is more diffi
culty in distinguishing the Crested from the Thick-billed, 
though in Western Australia the question is more academic 
than practical as it is unlikely that the Thick-billed Penguin 
will wander so far west against the prevailing winds and ocean 
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currents. 

Mr. Gardiner cared for the penguin for the first two 
weeks, during which time it recovered sufficiently to resume 
walking. During this time it had to be he.nd-fed with white 
bait, cod liver oil, chopped fresh fis h f'illets and Pentavite. 
All food had to be submerged in sea water before being fed 
to the bird • .After this period, Miss L. Nicholls took the 
bird into her care, as it was thought that the penguin was 
suffering from a fungal infection of the respiratory tract. 
The t ·reatment given to the penguin cured it from this 
normally fatal condition. During the treatment period the 
penguin was kept in a clean large cardboard box. i\f'ter the 
first week it received a daily hosing dovm to induce it to 
resume preening. By July 21, the penguin had completely 
recovered. 

It is planned to fly the Crested Penguin in a special 
box to Alba..-iy. There it will be taken on board a Cheynes 
Beach Whale Chaser and released in the vmters off .Albany. 
By releasing the Crested Penguin in that area, it is thought 
that it would be past its main obstacle of Cape Leeuwin, and 
that it should haye a better chance of catching up with 
other migrating Crested Penguins. A close watch will be 
kept on the vrnather before its release, to ensure that the 
penguin has a t least a few days of fine and mild conditions, 
enabling it to readjust better to its natural environment. 

* * * * * ·* 

1969 ANNUAL STAFF CONFERENCE 

Officers are reminded that the conference for this year 
is to be held during the period October 20 to October 24 
inclusive. The format for this year has not yet been decided 
upon and there is still time to submit ideas and agenda items 
to Head Office. Last year the conference took on a "new 
look" and there is no reason why we should not be able to 
improve on it again. So here is your opportunity to express 
your views on how the conference should be conducted, what 
issues should be included for discussion and what issues in 
your opinion should be omitted. 

Nothing so needs reforming as other people's habits. 

- M. Twain 


