
"I'm just glad it'll be Clark Gable who's falling on his 
face and not Gary Cooper." 

--Gary Cooper on his decision not to take the leading 
role in "Gone With The Wind." 

"Heavier-than-air flying machines are impossible." 
--Lord Kelvin, president, Royal Society, 1895. 

"Drill for oil? You mean drill into the ground to try and 
find oil? You're crazy." 

--Drillers who Edwin L. Drake tried to enlist to his 
project to drill for oil in 1859. 

"Airplanes are interesting toys but of no military value." 
--Marechal Ferdinand Foch, Prof. of Strategy, Ecole 

Superieure de Guerre. 

"Who the hell wants to hear actors talk?" 
--H.M. Warner, Warner Brothers, 1927. 

"Everything that can be invented has been invented." 
--Charles H. Duell, Commissioner, U.S. Office of 

Patents, 1899. 

"The abdomen, the chest, and the brain will forever be 
shut from the intrusion of the wise and humane surgeon". 

--Sir John Eric Ericksen, British surgeon, appointed 
Surgeon- Extraordinary to Queen Victoria 1873. 

FEATURE ARTICLE 

The name of the Boab 

As everyone knows, the scientific name of the Boab is 
Adansonia gregorii, right? Well, not necessarily. In a 
recent taxonomic revision of Adansonia (Baum 1995), the 
species received a name change to Adansonia gibbosa. 
The discoverer of the Boab, Allan Cunningham, saw only 
fruiting plants and thought the plant was a Capparis, 
which belongs in quite a different family to the Boab. For 
that reason and also because Cunningham's 
posthumously published journal was not intended as a 
formal taxonomic work, plus the brevity of the 
descriptive observations on the species, resulted in the 
name being both overlooked and unrecognised as 
applying to the Boab. The connection was made a ~ 
ago by Gordon Guymer of the Queensland Herbarium, 
but he ultimately decided not to formally make the 
change. Unfortunately his findings came to the attention 
of another scientist, David Baum, who considered it 
necessary to change the name. In this article I want to 
inform CALM users of plant names that this re-naming 
is in dispute, and that the established name, A. gregorii, 
should continue to be used for the present. 

Until recently it was a common enough practice to 
replace the name of a plant with another if an earlier 
published name was found. This was because the 
International Code of Botanical Nomenclature (ICBN), 
which governs the scientific naming of plants, 
emphasised priority of publication as a criterion by which 
to objectively decide among alternative names for a given 
species. 
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"So we went to Atari and said, 'Hey, we've got this 
amazing thing, even built with some of your parts, and 
what do you think about funding us? Or we' II give it to 
you. We just want to do it. Pay our salary, we'll come 
work for you.' And they said, 'No.' So then we went to 
Hewlett-Packard, and they said, 'Hey, we don't need you . 
You haven't got through college yet.'" 

--Apple Computer Inc. founder Steve Jobs on attempts 
to get Atari and H-P interested in his and Steve 

Wozniak's personal computer. 

"If I had thought about it, I wouldn't have done the 
experiment. The literature was full of examples that said 
you can'tdo this.'' 

--Spencer Silver on the work that led to the unique 
adhesives for 3-M "Post-It" Notepads. 

"Stocks have reached what looks like a permanently high 
plateau." 

--Irving Fisher, Professor of Economics, Yale 
University, 1929. 

"Louis Pasteur's theory of germs is ridiculous fiction". 
--Pierre Pachet, Prof. of Physiology at Toulouse, 1872 

"640K ought to be enough for anybody.'' 
-- Bill Gates, 1981 

It has long been the fond hope of taxonomists that, 
over time, the correct name would be established for all 
species of plants, and that the discovery of earlier names 
would dwindle completely away. This should have led to 
a stable nomenclature, except for when research showed 
that a plant was classified incorrectly, and thus had to be 
placed in a different genus, or was recognised as being the 
same as another species. Such name changes are regarded 
as unavoidable, given our system of naming, because 
they are the result of a genuine increase in knowledge. 
Unfortunately people have continued to find earlier names 
at a high rate, leading to many name changes for no other 
reason than strict adherence to a set of rules . 
Consequently pressure grew to modify the rules. 

In 1993 a change was made to the ICBN which permits 
the conserving of names against earlier, rarely used or 
long forgotten names, and a strong recommendation was 
made to taxonomists to use the provision to avoid 
disadvantageous name changes for purely nomenclatural 
reasons. The re-naming of the Boab was for purely 
nomenclatural reasons, and is disadvantageous, so an 
application is being prepared (Guymer & Wilson, in 
prep.) to overturn the change and re-instate the name A. 
gregorii. This will take some time, so until the matter is 
resolved, it is advisable to continue to use the familiar 
name. 
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