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OOKING for somewhere to
get a bit ofpeace and solitude,

do a bi t  of  f ishing, a bi t  of
birdwatching? The WA Naturalists'
Club's Yunderup Nature
Observatory is just the place!

There are not many rivers in
Western Australia that form a
sizeable delta attheirmouth, but the
Serpentine and the Murray are the
exception. Together they create a
unique landscape at Yunderup, on
the Peel-Harvey Inlet, south-east of
Mandurah. The eastem end of the
Inletis a real delta made up ofislands
and channels created by the rivers
overhundreds ofyears. The process
is a natural one and continues all the
time. There are seven islands, some
occupied permanently or as holiday
homes, others retain their pristine
characier.

At 7 ha, Culeenup Island is one
of the largest. It is del ineated by two
channels, North Wargooloop and
SouthJeegarnyeejip and the Murray
River itself. It is roughly east-west
oriented, just over 2 km long and
about 500 m wide at its broadest.

ln 1970, the WA Naturalisa'
Club was granted some land at the
western extremity of the 'built-up'

area, as a site fora field study centre,
to act as a focus for study of the
except ional ly r ich natural
environment. Through the voluntary
efforts of many Club members, a
building was erected on sit€ in 1984/5.
Itsits on stilts above the floodplain,
and from the verandah there are

ESCAPE
TO AN ISLAND?
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excellentviews of the abundant bird
I ife.

The building has a large main
room including a kitchen with all
the essentials. There are also three
bedrooms, a bathroom, two toilets,
a study and a laundry. There are
four bunk beds in each bedroom,
thus 12 people could be
accommodated on any one night.

The island's vegetation consists
ofopen woodland and scrubland on
sandy soi ls,  p lus sal ine and
freshwatrer wetlands. It has a very

rich flora, including 23 different
orchids. Flora and fauna
identification books, lists of plants
and birds and a field herbarium are
available to help you identify what
you see. The area is a RAMSAR
wetland and is a paradise for bfuds,
especially water birds which roost
or nest along the channels, or feed
on the mud-banks in the Inlet, but
there are also many bush birds such
as Splendid Fairy-wrens. Inwinter,
you will need rubberbools to explore
properly!

Apart  f rom observing the
wildlife, what else is there to do?
Well, you canbushwalkto Cooper's
Mill attheendofthe island; youcan
swim or fish off the Club's jetty;
youcan use yourboat to explore the
delta, the rivers and the Inlet; oryou
could just sit and laze away in the
peace and quiet of this serene and
beautiful place.

There are two public boatramps
(see map), the trip to the Nature
Observatory takes 10 mins. Those
who haven't got your own boat or
canoe, may use the Club's boat,
which is trailerparked at North
Yunderup. You will need io take
your own food, sleeping bag, etc.

And the cost? - just $16 (adult)
and $11 (child) per weekend - best
value in WA! Other charges apply
for different lengths of stay. For
bookings and further details ring
Otto Mueller on (08) 9341. 7762.

Think about it and have a break
on an island!

I RE you looking for support tor
I  I on  l he  s round '  na tu re
conservation proj;cts? Do you find
that you or your group is lirnited by
time, labourand resources? If so, the
Australian Trust for Conservation
VolunteeN (ATCD may be able to
help you.
What is ATCV?

ATCV is a national, non profit,
non political community organisatiqO.
which orovides assistance to

AUSTRALIAN TRUST FOR CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS -
Practical Support for Wldlife Conservation

Iandholders for conservat ion
projects. Our mission statement is:

'To attractand manage a force of
volunteers inpractical conservation
projects for the betterment of the
Australian environment'.

Now operating in all States and
majorTenitories, ATCV has proved
to be a valuable asset to many
landholders since its inception in
Victoria in 1982. Over lo00projecls
are completed annually thloughout
the country.
What does ATCV provide?

ATCV can assist the 'on the
ground' components of your project
by providing a team of 6-10
volunteeN under the supervision of
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THE GORDON REID FOUNDATION
FOR CONSERVATION

(I]OTTERIES COMMISSION)

FUNCTION: - To encourage and sustain action by
community organisations to conserve and reslore
indigenous planls, animals and micro-organisms
and their natural environments in Westem Australia.

Still some funds available for small qrants in 1997 .

How to apply: - On the official form.

For further information and to obtain the forms.
contact: -

Mr Micheal Crouch,
Executive Officer,
Gordon Reid Foundation for Conservation,
PO Box 6725,
EAST PERTH WA 6892.
Phone and fax: (08) 9322 1850

> STATE LANDCARE CONFERENCE
Geraldton, 1-3 Sept 1997

Don't forget this!
The conference will look at the practical aspects
of landcare, and at ways of implementing best
practise solutions to problems. It will include a
session on the integration of wildlife conservation
into farming activities.

Contact: Jane Keefe,
Mullewa Agriculture and Landcare Centre,
Mullewa. WA 6630.
Phone: (08) 9961 1388, fax (08) 9967 1472.

> 'SPRING FLING'
14 Sept
WildflowerSociety of WA's expo and family day
at Perry House, 71 Oceanic Drive, Floreat.
For more information ring (08) 9353 7979

> KINGSPARKWILDFLOWER
EXHIBITION
20 - 29th October
WA's premier wildflower display

) oNoBRup wILDFLowER sHow
Sept 15 to end of month.
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an experienced team leader. The
types of projects commonly
undertaken include revegetation,
seed collecting, biological surveys,
weed removal and fencing of
remnant vegetation. We supply a
team leader, transport to and from
the work site, food for volunteers,
first aid €xpertise and basic tools.
What do you provide?

You as the land manager are
responsible for providing project
planning and preparation, materials
and accommodation for the team.
Often shearers '  quarters or
community halls are a good option.
A contribution towards the ATCV
vehicle and administration cos6 is
also required, thestandardcostbeing
$330 per day plus 40c per km
mileage. This fee is reducible for
farmers and atchment groups. !-

S uocessful ATCV projecs
Since 1994 our volunteers have

successfully completed a wide
variety of nature conservation
projects in WA, atlocations ranging
from Esperance to the pilbara.
Examples include:
. the construction of 21 km of

lence for malleelowl wildlife
conidors at Ongerup

. the planring of 30,000 trees on
farms at Bindi  Bindi ,  East
Pingelly and Gairdner

.  r i ve r  f o resho re  su rveys .
involving the assessment of
vegetat ion and land use
character ist ics,  along the
Buanyanyup River in the
Busselton district.

ATCV and I-and for Wildlife
ATCV can contribute to making

nature conservation projects a
success by bolstering the scarce
resources of catchment groups and
individual  landholders.  Bv
involving volunteers from a widi
range of backgrounds, the Trust
facilitates linlages between urban
and rural communities. ATCV
believes that empowering members
of the community to achieve'onthe
ground' resultrs is an ideal v,,ay to
raise public awareness about the
importance of conserving our natural
heritase.

For additional details about how
ATCV can support the eforts of you
or your group, contact Dqn Huxtable
or Sandra Maley, ATCV,
PO 8ox1092, SouthPertl4WA 6951.
Phone (08) 9474 3445
Fax (08) 5368 2160.
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