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bears i ts  quaint  lemon-yel low
'papery' blossoms in both spring
and autumn when sufficient rains
fall. In fact quite a number ofthem
f lower longer ,  or  again af ter
unseasonal rainfall and ifone knows
where to look, at least one species,
and often many more, ciur be found
in flower every month of the year!

Vedicatdio grondis

Besides producing beautiful or
u n u s u a l  f  l o w e  r s  p r o v i d i n g
magnificent colour displays and
vistas for local Western Australians
as well as tourists, Verticordias
primarily attract and produce nectar

and pollen fora wide range oI insects
inc luding var ious ants.  beet les and
b u g s .  f l i e s .  b e e s  l n d  w a s p s .
butterflies and moths. These as
well as marsupials and nec tar f'eed ing
bi rds.  Some species are qui te
common occuning over relatively
large areas. but others are rare. u ith
far too many being vulnerable on
roadsides. All of them form an
imponant pan of the natural food-
chain in  remnant  vegetat ion,
e\pecia l l )  beeluse i t  is  becoming
increasingly evident through the
work of Terry Houston, that some
of them provide sustenance for a
nu mber of  h6. t -speci f ic  rconf ined
lo a prn icu lar  p lant t  specia l ised
native bee species. More detailed
analys is  of  the i r  va lues is  g iven in
the articleon V. eriocephalabl Saratr
McEvoy and DeniseTrue .. . and we
are only  J iscussing onc gcnus of the
many u h ich occur  in  our  State l  I t  is
thercfbre r ilal to presen c and prorccl

as many as possible of theremaining
small reserves as well as large and
small pieces of natural bushland,
particularly those in areas which
have already been cleared.

Eli:abeth George is an dmdteur
b otani st w ho tleve I op ed a fasc inatio n
for Verticordia after movirtg to
Westent Australia in 1970. Frt,rrr
1978-88, with the help o;f muny
volunteer collectors and obser,-ers
throughout this Stete, she cotnpiLed
t he V e rti c o rdia Refe rerrc e C ol Le ct ion
which can be consulted in the public
section of the WA Herbariun. At
presenl her comprahensive book,
featuring l i.fe-sized v'ate rc olour
pairrtirrgs by Margaret Pierori of all
the des<:ribed Verticctnlias, is in the
J ina l  t tages  o f  p rcparu t tu r t  Jor
publishing.

I||ustrations by Margaret Pieroni 1nr
the  Roat ls ide  Conservu t io r t
Committee. Used ttith permissiort.

WHO ATE THESE
MARRI NUTS?

Back in February, Bush Detective
showed drawings of the marks made
by three different parrots when feeding
on Marri f-ruit and seeds. Here are two
more birds for whom Mani is a very
lmportant seed source.

A. Note that it is the flesh of the
immature fruit that is being eaten.

B. Hard, dry fruits have been
ripped open to get at the seeds.

Remembering that we have already
covered Twenty-eights, Red-caps and
Baudin 's  Black Cockies,  can you
suggest what might have eaten these
two?

A.

(phofo l?obyn Knox)

B .

(photo: Peter Mawson)
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