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Technique Benefit Disadvantage

RoLling and./or
chaining

encourages regeneration of
some species

. severely disrupts the community, often kill ing
resprouter species

Fertilisilg, may increase growth rate . value to Verticordias not yet proven
. can be deleterious to other sDecies in the remnant

ControLling pests
und diseases

improve growth and health
of Bush Cauliflower

. the pollinator of Bush Caulif' lower has not yet
bcen idcnt i l icd and inscc( ic ide sprr l  ing me1
adversely affect future seed production

. may af'fect other insects which have ecological
and agricultural benefits

Removal of
competing flora

less competition . may not lead to increased growth
. reduction in conservation values of the remnant

Ac(ess roads
and tacks

confine vehicle access
for picking to one area

. may create a passage for the spread of weeds
and disease stch as Phttophthora

.  ma1 increase u ind turbulcnee in  remnmt.
resulting in deaths of Bush Cauliflower plants

Irrigating increase growth rates in
a row crop

. unlikely to improve growth in a remnant
population, especially without deleterious
effect on other species

. may not be a wise use of a scarce resource

Pruning improve shape and yield . likely to result in death of plants or reduce yield

Burnlng regenerate target specles frequency and timing are critical - would not
recommend less than l5 year intcrvals
if seed source is depleted, may result in
extinction of target species from rernant
can increase weed invasion if bul'fer areas not
provided.

THE EFFECT OF DIFFERENT MANAGEMENT REGIMES ON BUSH CAULIFLOWER

i

0

Why conserve Bush
Cauliflower?

W i t h  p r o p e r  m a n a g e m e n t ,
retaining viable stands in remnants
can not only contribute to the
ecology of a remnant ard overall
conservation ofthe species, but may
also provide additional farm income.

The location ofBush Cauliflower
in the landscape, on mid to upper
slopes and crests, means its retention
can be important  for  land
c o n s e r v a t i o n  p u r p o s e s .  T h e
vegetation type in which it occurs
provides a rich habitat for fauna and
B u s h  C a u l i f l o w e r  i t s e l f  i s  a n
important structural and visual
e lement  in  the ecosystem. In
addition, conservation of viable
populations of this species cannot
be achieved on Crown land alone,
and the role of private propeni in

maintu in ing Ih is  species throughout
the wheatbelt is vital.

Managing a harvested
population

T h e  f o  l l o u  i n  g  m a n a g e m e n t
techniques can help to protect the
\egctut ion and speei f ica l ly  Bush
Cauliflower, for landcare, nature
e o n s e r v a l i o n  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l
helrvesting:

. fence to exclude grazing

. control weeds

. exclude frequent fires

. avoid allowing fertil iser and
insecticide to drift into the
remnant

. disease hygiene management.

Specific techniques have been
used by growers in semi-natural
stands to 'improve' the yield of

Bush Cauliflower for commercial
production. Howeverthey can have
both beneficial and deleterious
effects on the species and its habitat.
The table above provides a guide
for understanding the potential
effects of your actions.

It should be noted that any tlora
which is exported(as nearly all Bush
Caul i f lower is)  must ,  under
Commonweal th leg is la t ion,  be
sustainable fbr both the species and
its ecosystem. So, ifany potentially
destructive techniques are proposed,
the impacts on other values of the
remnant  should be c arefu l ly
considered. It is suggested that
before any management techniques
to improve production are imposed,
the following should be undertaken:

O

conrinued on page 9
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