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Good news on lhe
Bridol Creeper front!

L o u i s e  M a r i n ,  o f  C S I R O
Canberra, reports that a rust disease,
caused by Puccineo myrsiphyllu,
has been found on Bridal Creeper in
South Atrica. It is so effective .
control agent that it is hard to find
any ofthe host plants at all ! Onceall
the formalities are concluded, the
rust  wi l l  be imponrd and t r ia l led in
Australia. The tests will involve
seeing if it affects only the target
plants - commercial asparagus is a
worry, but, in this family, there are
lortunately few native plants to be
concemed aDout.

Great news, if it works!

Phytophthoro ot
Moorine Rock

ToWestem Australians, the term
'dieback' is usually used to refer to
the der astuting tliseuse euused by -
soil-borne fung:us, Phrtophthora
c i r t n a m o m i .  T h i s  h a s  b e e r r
introduced to WA und hr. caused./ir
c a u s i n g  h a v o c  i n  o u r  p l a n t
communi t ies,  both nat ive and
cultivated. There are, however, other
Phttuphthuro specics - at least 2,1 in
WA - most of which are probably
native. One is P. cirrlcolc. Deaths
caused by this tungus are usually
isolated instances.

A worrying developmcnt is that
E l a i n e  D a v i s o n ,  a  c o n s u l t a n t
mycologist. reports lhat P. .it ri n ld
has recently been isolated from soil
at Moorine Rock. This is way east
of previously known populations
and into the drier regions where
Phytophthoras were not supposed
I t r  be able to  surv i re.  lBut  note,  i t  is
possib le that  the s i te  received
increased run-off, and therefore
greater  ef fect ive ra infa l l .  )
Nevertheless, this discovery raises
the spectre of Phytophthora in the
eastern wheatbelt, and reminds us
that Dieback hygiene should be
undertaken wherever you are.

Biologicolconlrolof
CursePolerson's

Paterson's Curse is a major weed
of  both agr icu l ture and bushland in
WA. It is a winter-growing annual
whose broad Ieaves smother
surrounding plants. A big effort rs
being made to find an effective
'biological control' which would
destroy the weed but not anything
else. Apart from various weevils
and leaf-eating insects, another
possible agent is the blight fungus

Cercospora echii, but this was ruled
out due to quarantine restrictions
into Australia.

But - surprise ! Some Paterson's
Curse plants with Cerco spora
infections were discovered growing
on the Greenough Flats. Louise
Mar in of  CSIRO in Canberr l  i ;
testing to see if spores can be
developed as a 'mycoherbic ide '
which could be put out over the
target plants and so control them.
Work stil l proceeds.
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Porrol-proofing!
Steve and Hedy Krasevac of York have protected their

Balgas from parrot attack by wrapping the delicate central
core of leaves in a cylinder of chicken wire. Steve says it
looks odd - but it works!
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