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STUDY OF BIRDS IN TREE BELTS THROUGH FA
AT FRANKLAND, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

by Rita Watkins

Since JuIy 1989, Rita has been
recording birds using tree belts on
her nephew, Ron Watkins' farm,"Payneham" at Frankland.. Her
fullresults are of great interest anil
will be published in a scientific
journal. However, they are
summarised here to show just how
valuable such tree belts are to
bird.lift.

THE aim of my study was to
I document the numbers and

diversity of birds using tree belts
through farmland.

I worked on 'Payneham", at
Frankland in Cranbrook Shire. Itis
ownBd by Ron and Sue Watkins
who took over the management in
1973. As some saltbecame evident,
they looked at methods to ameliorate
the problem and developed an
Integrated Whole Farm Plan, whose
main elements are:

> survey the property to ascertain
signif icant landscape features

> drains put in to clay on gradient,
to move water into a catchment
eg dam or creek

> waterstored indams forinigation
or aquaculture, surplus into
waterways

F tree belts planted below drains
for shelter, windbreak. fauna
habitat, as groundwater pumps
and eventually, timber crop. 't

Ron has gained many awards for
the work he has done on
"Payneham", the most prestigious
being the United Nations Global
500 Award.

Systematic surveys o fbirds using
the tree belts would give an
indication of the'health' of the farm
as the system developed. At the
time, my husband and I were living
on the property that adjoined the
tree belts, and Ron enthusiastically
supported my idea ofa bird survey.
I started in July 1989 and have
continued, with some interuptions,
until autumn 1997.

The survey was done four times
a year, once in each season. The
study area mnsisted of four tree
belts, each approx 1.6 krn long,

thrce small remnantvegetation areas
which are connected to the fee belts,
and several dams and other water
features. I walked each tree belt
counting all birds, seen or heard,
taking about 60-75 mins for each
belt. The bhds were recorded as
being either in the tree belt, in the
paddock adjacent to the drain, or in
remnant bush through which the
drainpassed, taking inabout 100 m
on either side of the drain. Separate
tallies were made for each tree belt,
so that a comparison could be made
between them. Waterbirds ondams
were also recorded.

Hove you thought of doing bird
recording ln your own reveg
oreqs? ll 's pretlyslmple, you Just
wolk o sel course, ol o sel l ime,
fourlimeso yeor. And record oll
yousee. To underslond whether
r e v e g  i s  h e l p i n g  m o i n l o i n
biodiversily, we need lhis sorl of
dolol
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