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claypans at  E l len Brook and
Kenwick. Much of its habitat in the
Perth metropolitan area has also been
destroyed. In addition, further
c lear ing and changes in  the
hydro logica l  ba lance,  and the
potent ia l  problem of  water
contamination, may affect the long-
ierm survival of this species in the
wild.
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As a community we need to
suppor t  and encourage the
preservat ion of  our  remain ing
wetland areas if we are to ensure the
survival of some of the State's rare
and unique plant species. We need
to protect remaining wetland areas
if we are to ensure that a very
importantpart of our natural heritage
is presewed for present and future
generations to enjoy.
(Since this article was written, the
stalked water ribbons, aquatic
pennywort, fToating bog-rush and
granite myriaphy llum have been
removed from the rare flora
schedule, as they are no longer
considered rare following the
dkcovery of further populations -
Ed.)

Mike O 'Donoghue is the
Administration Officer for Flora, at
CALM in Como, and is contactable
by phone on (08) 9334 0422.
If any members of Land for Wildlife
are fortunate enough to finil rare
flora in their wetlands, CALM would
be very interested to know about tt.

1 = Rore plonts, declarcd os rcre floto
under the Wildlite Consqvqtlon Act are
ptotected on alllands. Such p/onls oro
consid qed I ik d y lo b e com e exti h ct i n I h e
wild, ar ora consldered roreand thereforc
in need oI speciol profecl/on lo ensure
their continued suNivol. y our locol CALM
off i ce coul d a dv ls e y ou os to w h ether you
may hove tare plonfs on ot neat yEll
propqty.

WHO LIVES IN A HOUSE
OF STICKS?

No, it 's not one of the Three
Little Pigs! It's a case moth larvae.

Case molhsbelong to lhefamily
Psychidae, wbich has some 350
species. In most of these species,
tbe ca l.erp il la r lives inside a mobile
case madeofan assortment ofsilk,
Ieaves and twigs.  Due to lhe
different slyles oIdesign, the case
alone can be used to identify which
species a particular caterpi llar
belongs to.

An interesting point to note
here is that only the males will
become flying moths as adults, as
lbe mature females generally do
not form wings, and will remain in
the cases to breed.

Below are some of the various
designs of cases formed by lhe
case motb caterpillars. The stick
case moth is a species endemic
only to the southwestofAustralia,
and isoften found in bush remnanls
on the oubkirts of Perth.
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