
Wetem Wildife Voi 2, No 4.

f HE season has changed and
I the cool rainv davs of winter

make way fpr spring. The warmer
weather and longer perigds of
sunlight stimulate the flowering
mechanismsof many ofthe State's
most  beaut i fu l  and unioue
wildfl owers. I-ocal, interstate and
overseas visitors make lheirannual
pilgrimages to their favourite
wildflower "hotspots" !o marvel
at the annual wildflower display.

Licensed wildflower pickers
a l s o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e
blooming event and harvesta wide
range of wildflowen during the
peak flowering season. Many of
the State 's  much sougbt  a l ter
wildflowers are exported fresh or
dried to overseas destinations such
as Japan. Europe and America.
O t h e r s .  i n c l u d  i n g  t h e  s w e e t
smelling brown boronia, several
species ofkangaroo paws and the
ever-popular Geraldton wax are sold
on the domestic market.

From relatively small beginnings,
the Western Austra l ian cut
wildflower and seed industry has
blossomed into a multi-milhon
dollar export industry. Data from
the Australian Bureau of Slatistics

'indicate a total annual export of
native qrt flowers in excess of
$15 million. In Western Australia
over '24O species of protected flora
are harvested for their cut stems, and
in addition more than 600 species of
seed are collected.

The Departmentof C.onservation
and I-and Managernent (CALM) is
responsible for the conservation and
management of protected flora
throughout Western Australia, and
for the administration of the Wildlife
Clnservation Act. In addition, the
export of protected flora species
overseas is  contro l led by
Environment Australia in accordance
with anapproved Westem Australian
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CALM's management of the
wi ld  f lower p ick ing industry  rs
principally designed to ensure thal
mmmercially exploited species are
harvested sustainably, both for the
species themselves and for the
ecosystem in which they occur.

Quotas and var ious other
management restrictions are
placed on some of the more
heavily exploited flora species,
for e)ample Boronia
megasrtgma, to control harvest
levels,  thereby ensur ing
sustainability.

Individual pickers taking flora
for commercial purposes from
Crown land, orthoseselling flora
taken from private property, are
required to hold an appropriate
commercial flora licence issued
by CALM. Nearly 600
Commercial Purposes Licences
were issued last year, to take
material from Crown land, with
just  over 500 Commercial
Producers Licences issued to
cover private land operations.
The number of licences issued
varies from year to year: The
number of Crown land licences

has remained fairly constant (578
licences were issued in 1991), while
private land licences continue to
increase (284 licences issued in
1ee1).

Some of the most commonly
targeted species for cut flowers on
Crown land are listed in the table
below.

Specles Common nomes Locotlon

Agonls lunlperino coorse ti-tree Busselton lo Denmork

Agonis porvlceps tine tl-tree Busselton 10 Denmork

Bonksio hookeriono Hooker 'sbonkslo Eneobbo

Bonksio prionotes

cherry bush Bunbury to Monjimup
to Denmork

Bunbury to Monllmup
to Denmork

Stlriingio /otl,rollo blueboy Dongoro lo Denmork

ocorn bonkdo,
oronge bonkslo

Dongqrq lo Glngin

Percoonio longffolio

Podocorpus dtouynionus emu bush

Veiicordio nitens yellow mordson Wonneroo 10
Gullderton

fl ora management program.
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Species most commonly cultivated on private land (at various locations)
for cut-flower production include:

Anigozonthos rutus red kongoroo pdw

Bonkslo boxterl Boxler's bonkslo, blrd's nest bonkslo

Bonksio cocc/neo scodet bonkslo, worotoh bonkslo.
Albonv bdnkslo

Bankslo hooketiono Hooker's bonkslo

Eonksio prlonotes ocorn bonkdo, oronge bonkslo

Chdmelouclum unclnotum Geroldtonwox

a Licences to take maierial from
more specialised products may also
be issued. For example, whole
Xanthorrhoea (now called balgas)
may be taken from development
areas, in accordance with a CALM-
approved salvage operat ion.
Banksia cones are taken from the
forest floor and turned by skilled
craftsman into an amazing anay of
different artifacts and trinkets.
Mallee stems are taken from the
eastern Goldfields for. didgeridoo
manufacture and the flowering
stems ofthebalgas can beprocessed
into sturdy walking sticls. Blossom
is "combed" from the sweet-
smelling brown boronia plants,
Boronia megastigmd, and distilled
lo produce oil wbich is used by the
food additive industry. Special
endorsements are reo uired to harvest
these products.

The oveneas wildfl ower market
tends to favour products sourced
from cultivated plants on private
land as theseplants are subjected to
more intensive management -

regirnes. Such management results
inan improvement in the length and
quality of the harvested stems.
Disease and insect problems can
also be controlled to further improve
the quality of the picked product.

C-onsistency of supply is also a
very important component of the
export market, This can be more
easily achieved from plants
produced on private land, but may
be less reliable ftom native flora di

Crown land. There is no doubt that
the long-term future of the
wildflowerindustrydependslargely
upon the development of cultivated
plants on privale property, and this
is reflected in increased irrivate
property production. Agriculture
WA plays an important role in the
floricultural indus[ry on private
land. They provide techaical advice
on the cultivation of wildflowers,
and provide valuable support and
advice to individual groweF in
respect io the developments of new
products.

Management offlower and seed
production from natural vegetation
on privaie property is also increasing
as landowners become m6re aware
of alternative values found ilr their
bushland. Such malagement rs
intended to ensure sustzinability in
the harvest so that the natural
vegetation, and hence the flora
resource, is preserved. This is an
encouraging trend with the need to
conserve vegetation in rural areas
for soil, water and nature
conservation.

Springtime is a great time to
view our magnificent wildflowers.
Takesome time this season to enjoy
and appreciate one aspect of the
State's wonderful natural heritage.

Mike O'Donoghue is an
Administrative Officer in Wilillife
Branch. LieslRohlis Flora Industry
Bolanist. Bolh can be conlacled at
CALM on (08) 9334 0455.
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At this year's Dowerin Field
Days Land for Wiltllife
combined with CALM
Wheatbelt Region, CALM
Threatened Species and
Communities Unit, Murdoch
University, Environmental
Weeds Action Network,
Greening WAand the Roadside
Conservation Committee to
provide a very informative and
eye catching display. A central
display depicted a large granite
outcrop complete with a sheoak
thicket and attendant fauna,
even the plaintive call of the
bush stone-curlew. Each of the
representative organisations
also provided displays giving
specific information about the
services they offered.
Comments by visitors were
most complimentary.and with
such a diverse panel of'experts'
on hand even the most curly
questions were answered. Junior
Land. for Wildlifers were
catered for too (see photo).




