
W$En WMfrfevol3, No. 2

Mopping the bilds of rurol londscopes: where
ore oul birds now?

bv Chenl Gole

You've fenced offyour remnant
bushland from stock. You've
replanted trees and understorey.
Your land is being managed for
wildlife. Now its time to find out
whichvarieties of feathered wildlife
are inhabiting the land you care for
so carefully. A new projectenables
people 0o help map the birds ofour
rural landscapes.

In the 15 years since the first
'Atlas of Australian Birds" was
published, over 10 million ha of
bushland hasbeen cleared and some
100,000 ha has been replanted.
Where are our birds now? The
'New Atlas of Australian Birds"
wants to answer that question by
mapping the distribution of all
Australia's birds in all type,s of
habitats, and we need your help to
compile it.

The Atlas is the largest bird
survey ever atlempted in Australia.
The four-year project has been
funded by the Natural Heritage Trust
andwill give you theopportunity to
putyour birds on the map. Anyone
can take part, as long as they have
someknowledge of their local birds,
a pair of binoculars and a field
guide to Ausfalian birds.

How do you atlas? Its easy, and
Birds Australia, the organisation
running the project will provide
youwith a kitof materials to answer
your questions and get you started.
There are several different survey
methods and the project is very
flexible. If you also do a once-off
habitat survey in some places, and
do a bird survey in each season in
those sites, that will give us
extremely valuable information
about how our birds are using land
that has been grazed, burnt, cleared,
logged, revegetated, or fenced off
from grazing stock. We are
particularly inierested in how birds
are responding to the imrnense effort
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that has gone into revegetating our
landscapes and fencing remnant
bushland and wetland.

Australia's biggastbird survey $
now underway. Become an atlasser
and contribute your bird sightings
and knowledge of local landuse
practices to map ourbirds. Why not
bfudwatch on your land, and maybe
also in local bushland or wetland, or
otherplaceswhere youvisit or go on
holiday? Its a great contribution to
a very big project and, ifyou keep a
copy of all your surveys, you will
have an important record ofthe bird
biodiversity on your own land.
Australia's beautiful birds are
excellent indicators of the health of
our land. Wouldn't you like to
know about yours?

If you would like a starter kit, or
just find out more about atlnssing,
or nominate your farm, or offer to be
an Atlas Project host, (or whatever !)
contact Cheryl Gole, Atlas Project
Assistant, Bird.s Australia (WA), 71
Oceanic Drive, Floreat WA 6014.
Phonelfax 9293 4958.

Nol o Birdwqtcher?

You con stlll help map
your locol blrds

l f  you  do  no i  hove ony
knowledge of birds, you con
stlll contribute to the mopping
of blrds ln your oreo. You con
nomlnote your fdrm os o ploce
1o be  surveyed ond B i rds
Aus i ro l lo  w l l l  t ry  1o  t lnd  o
b i r d w o l c h e r  o r  t w o  t o  d o
regu lor  surveys  there ,
Allernolively, o slory in the
communlly newspoper mlght
ne t  you  some loco l
birdwotchers.

AII you need to do ls oct os
hosl. You mlghi, tor exqmple,
b e  o b l e  t o  s u p p l y  b d s l c
occommodollon. You could
o lso  oc t  os  o  loco l  gu lde ,
showing the observers where
lltt le-known polches of locol
bush oresurvlvlng, ellher on your
own or neighbour's properties,
or in locol reserves. You could
even host o group 1o do bird
surveys In your oreo. l i  mlght be
helpful tor o group to know
where lhey could sloy, or you
mlght be oble 1o offer o comp
site or boslc occommodolion
in sheorefs quorlers,

Killess Kqt Klinik
Sterilising you cat is a goodstart

towards reducing the feral cat
problem. The Mal leefowl
Preservation Group will help you
organise a cat sterilisation day, but
the organisation can be a hassle,
including getting clearance from
the veterinary association, etc.

Any group that would like help
to do this, please ring Suzanne
Dennings on (08) 9824 2018




