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THREE species of  casuar inas
I growing in the south-west or

Wheatbelt regions of Western
Australiahave considerable potential
for use as specialty timbers. TheY
are the WA sheoak (Allocasuarina

fraser iana) ,  rock sheoak
(Allocasuarina huegeliana), and
swamp sheoak (Casuarina obesa).
Another species that has potential is
karr i  sheoak (Al locasuar ina
decussata'1. an understorey species
in the kani forest, but itisunlikelyto
be used commercially because of
increasing environmental pressures.

WA sheoak is asecondary sPectes
in the jarrah / marri forest of the
south-r.r est and about 2000 tonnes is
harvested each year. Rock sheoak
occurs on granite soils in a band
from Kalbarri to EsPerance,
including the Wheatbelt. SwamP
sheoak occurs through the south-
west near the coast and adjacent to
inland salt lakes (it also is found in
south-west  NSW, nor th-west
Victoria and South Australia. The
salt tolerance of swamp sheoak is a
great advantage for salinity-affected
areas. There is no commercial
harvesting of the last two species.

Sheoaks have advantages of
attractive colour and figure, the
prominent broad rays characteristic
of oaks, and low shrinkage which
makes the timber stable in use.

Uses of WA sheoak since earlY
s e t t  l e  m e n t  i n c l u d e d  f u r n i t u r e ,
decorative woodwork and turnery,
flooring and panelling, roofing
shingles, and beer barrel staves.
Current  uses inc lude outdoor
fumiture, where a Perth firm has
achieved excellent export sales, and
laminated flooring.

CALM research into rocksheoak
and swamp sheoak f rom the
Wheatbelt studied wood properties
and possible utilisation, including
s a w m  i l l i n g .  d r y i n g  a n d  g l u i n g
behaviour. The research showedthat
these species are commerciallY
useful. Rock sheoak has an attractive
deep red colour and distinctive broad
rays in the quartersawn timber (i.e.
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sawn at right angles to the growth
rings). Swamp sheoak is straw-
coloured to creamy-brown, and
although the rays are less prominent,
features such as tight knots give it
appeal.

Both species have greater
shrinkage in both tangential and
radial directions than does WA
sheoak, and both are heavier than

that species. Working and gluing
properties are good.

For planting in Wheatbelt areas,
bothrock sheoak and swamP sheoak
have potential for later use as
specialty timbers for fumiture and
craftwork. Other species such as
jam (Acacia acuminata),York gttm
(Eu c alyp tu s I oxo p hl eb a) and br own
mallet (.8 astringens) are alsobeing
assessed by CALM, and other
research will follow.
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Bedroom suile in sheook b,y Gold Seol Furniture (o Division of Good Sommy
lndusfries.l. Monqger Bruce Bofieil soys "The groin patfern and medullory roys of
sheook ore fypicol of lhe chorocler only lhese greql hordwoods possess. ln some

inslonces the pollern con /ook o/mosl l ike snokeskin."

EDIToR'S NOTE: we hove lit l le knowledge obout how fosi sheooks plonted for

revegetolion ore growing - ie. how soon wil l lhey reoch milloble sloge? con

onyone help, pleose? Meosure your sheooks' diometer ol breosl heighi ond

correloie it ogoinst locotion ond lime slnce ploniing {see e.g from York.

below). This wil lgreotly ossisl plonning forcommerclolisqlion of ihese timbers

send ihe info to Penny Hussey, pleqse.
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Nb olso:if you wish to grow forl imber, plonling wil l hove lo be denser thon usuol,
lo cut down on side brqnches.
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