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[ S  h u m a n s  w e  a r e  v e r y
f l .successfu l  a t  causing local
extinctions of plants and animals.
This is a trend that all Land for
Il/ildlifers are working hard to
change, but just how effective are
we? Oftenworking as an individual
is not enough, we need to work
within whole landscapes to effect a
change. Have a look through the
following levels of action, at what
level are you or your catchment
group working?
' l  

ooing nothing

If things continue as they are,
then biodiversity loss and landscape
product iv i ty  wi l l  inev i tab ly
continue to decline at an ever
increasing rate. The impact of
cunentthreats will worsen, andnew
threats will emerge. Formostpeople
this is unacceptable.

2 Ensuring thot the cunent
threots io plonts ond
onimols do not gei worse

If we stop further land clearing
and avoid introducing any new
diseases, weeds or damaging fauna,
there will be no new threats to plants
and animals. This isprobablyharder
than it sounds with our need for
increased farm productivity.

3 Slowing the decl ine of
biodiversity

Here, the needs of specifi c plants
and animals are not taken into
considerat ion when p lanning
management actrons.

Actions at this level include
revegetating or encouraging natural
regeneration in bushland remnants
and connecting the remnants with
strips of trees and shrubs often
planted in areas oflow agricultural
productivity, eg saline creeklines.

Within our farming systems we
can remove some ofthe landscaPe
pressures, eg using water where it
falls, minimising herbicide and
fertiliser drift, controlling some of
the major weeds and feral animals
and preventing stubble fires from
entering bushland.

Most of these actions favour
common and widespread species,
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and do little for species at greatest
risk. The decline still continues,
but at a slower rate.

4 Tot<ing positive steps to
conserye specific
elements of biodiversity

This approach targets the needs
of  a few species,  of ten those
considered rare or threatened, or of
special interest.

Actions involve very specific
tasks such as preserving seeds in a
seed bank, or undertaking intensive
site specific managementtasks such
as hand weeding or spot spraying
around a rare plant.

The specific needs ofthe target
plant or animal are used to identify
important habitat remnants, or
design corridors to encourage
movement between remnants.

Tasks at the landscape level
could include diverting saline water
to preserve a freshwater lake.

5 toking positive steps to
conserve oll noiurol
populoi ions in on oreo

The needs of many species are
considered in this approach. To
simpl i fy  the task,  a ser ies of
"umbrella" or "focal" species are
selected that are identified as being
at greatest risk to each threat
operating in an area.

Threats such as altered fire
regimes or lack of habitat are
managed to a level that meets the
needs ofthe focal species. All other
species that are at less risk also then
benefit from this management
approach.

Threats require action at a
landscape scale,  and inc lude
revegetation to create additional
habitat and conidors, long-term and
widespread control of feral animals
and major weeds, adopting frre
management  regimes and
agr icu l tura l  pract ices which
minimise adverse affects on the
environment.

Furtherresearch work is needed
to identify the "focai" species for
different areas. The ultimate
object ive is  to  create v iable
populations ofall species in an area.

6 Reconstrucl ing
londscopes ond their
noturol f loro ond founo

The next step is to undertake
large scale reconstructions of scarce
habitat types, interconnect all
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ASSESSING THE CAUSES, IMPACTS, COSTS AND MANAGEMENT
OF DRYI.AND SAI.INIY

Lin Moriin & Jenny Meicolfe.
LWRRDC Occosionol Poper No 20198 Revision No t. Nolionol Drylond
Solinliy Progrom. Conberro. {GPO Box 2182, Conberro,260i)
$20.00 + posloge ond hondling.
This book looks oi four quesiion:.

. Where is ihe groundwoier ond solt in my colchment coming from?

. Who'l ore the oplions for mopping lhe current exienl ond risk of
drylond soliniiy in my cotchmemi?

. Whoi ore the londuse options for monoging my rechorge?

. Whol ore lhe cosls of drylond solinity in my cotchment ond who
beors lhem?

Very useful reference, wrilten in cleor longuoge, exploining everyfhing
from 'whol on oquifer is' 1o 'how lo use ond inierprel EM3l dato, io
'whol does soliniiy cosi Loccl Governmenl' ... eic. Alihough nolionol
in scope, mony of the cose sludies ore from WA. li is mostly concerned
with production londcore ond economics bul olso includes bushcore
commenls where ihey fit inio the moinstreom soll piclure.
Unless you ore clreody o full bottle on ihe subject, you will find ihis o
useful reference.

I . I N K A G E S  l N  T H E  L A N D S C A P E :  T H E  R O t E  O F  C O R R T D O R S  A N D
CONNECTIVIIY IN WII.DI.If E CONSERVATION.

Andrew F. Bennelt
IUCN, Glond, Swilzerlond {obtoinoble from The Botonicol Bookshop,
Auslrolion Noiionol Boionic Gordens, Conberro.)
Cosi $20.00 + posloge and hondling
This is one for people who ore serious cboui 'bush corridors' - studen.is
or odvisors, for exomple. li is o lexl book, using exomples from oll over
ihe world to demonsirote how founo use lineor sirips of vegeloiion. lt
olso discusses lhe design of linkoges ond how lhey con be incorporo led
inlo conservoiion slrolegies ot oll scoles. There is o poriiculody useful
checklist for plonning linkoges.
li is recommended reoding for everyone involved in plonning or
implimenling lorge scole revegeiotion projecls thot include o DUsn
corridor' component. {lf you would like to look oi o copy before you
order, eoch LFW Officer hos one.)

HOW IO MANAGE YOUR WANDOO WOODI.ANDS

B.M.J. Hussey
Lond for Wildlife Hondbook No 1.
See flier for deloils.
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remnant habitat areas with purpose-
designed fauna movement and
habitat corridors, eliminate feral
p lants and animals f rom the
landscape andreintroduce flora and
fauna that are locally extinct.

The challenge is there for the
taking - can we aim just o little bit
higher - from 3 to 4, for example?

The authors work at CALM,
Norrogin. Brett Beecham is
Regional Ecologist, Avril Baxter is
Landfor Wildlife Officer. They can
be contacted on 9881 1444.

Wondoo Woodlonds Doy
Toodyoy, 1oth October
Joini excursion of WA Noiurolisis
Club ond Toodyoy Noturolists' Club.
Contoci: Penny Hussey, 9334 0530

Monoging Woodlonds
Lolhom, I3th October
Lond for Wd/ife. Founa, rehob-
ilitolion ond revegetolion.
Conlocl: Robyn Siephens,99ll I 437

High Tech Hydrogeologicol Suruey
West Dole, lSth Ociober
Londcare Vision, Wesl Dole
Contoct: Judy Schilling, 9647 1012

CSIRO lriols
Gobby Quoi Quoi, lsth Ociober
Londcore Vision, Gobby Quoi Quoi.
Soll micro-orgonisms, lime, summer
fodder ,  fer t i l iser  ro les/ leoching,
perenniols.
Contoct: Nolhon Dovey,9620 I 288

Bindoon Show
Bindoon,  l6 ih  Ociober

Rurol Biodlversily Plonning Course
Boyup Brook, 25'lh Ociober - lSrn
November (residenliol)
Green Skills lnc
Contocf :  9848 1019

Gidgegonnup Show
Gidgegonnup, 30ih October

Dinninup Show
Dinninup, 3rd November

Morgoref River Show
Morgoret River, sth - 6th November

Albony Show
Albony,  l3 th -  l4 fh November

Bridgelown Show
Bridgelown, 28th November

...In 1998, the average global
temperature was 0.66oC above
the longterm average, breaking
the previous year's record high
of 0.43'C. It was the twentieth
successive year  in
which the annual
average exceeded
the long- term
mean,
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