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WESTERN AUSTRALIA,S STATE WEED PLAN: A NEW
STRATEGY IN THE WAR ON WEEDS

by Sandy Lloyd

\f, / HY doweneedaStateWeed
YY Plant '  you might  ask

yourself. Did you know that after
habitat loss, such as clearing,
environmental weeds are the biggest
threat to biodiversity? Exactly how
many weeds are lhere in Western
Australia? A few dozen? A couPle
of hundred? There are over 1,300
weed species alreadY known to be
in WA, and plenty more trying to
get in!

What is a weed? The National
Weeds Strategy definition:'a weed
is a plant which has, or has the
potential to have, a detrimental
effect on economic, social or
conserval ion values '  was used in
lhe Slate Weed Plan because i t
covered every angle.

To many Australians, weeds are
merely a nuisance in the garden.
But to those concemed with the
preseruation of native bushland,
weeds are a menacing threat to
native flora and fauna. Weeds also
have a detrimental impacton human
health and water resources. The
effects ofweeds maybedirect, such
as the loss of native sPecies and
agricultural production ; or indirect,
such as increased frequencY of
bushfires. Sometimes it is these
less obvious indirect effects that
have the greatest  lmpact  on
biodiversity. An infestation of veld
grass, for example, can lead to a
cycle ofhot summer fires seriously
degrading native vegetation and
decimating wildlife.

It is impossible to calculate the
cost of weeds to the environment,
biodiversity, heritage, tourism, and
health. But ask any farmer about
weeds, and he or she will quicklY
tell you what effect they have on the
bank balance. The fact is, weeds
cost Australian agriculture in excess
of $3.3 bill ion per annum. ManY i\
more dollars are spent removing ))
weeds from waterways, national
parks, roadsides, railwaY lines,
footpaths, sporting grounds and so
on. Who pays for this? We all do,
whether through rates and taxes,
reduced profitability of farming, or
through our  owl l  hard work.
Although large sums of moneY are
poured into weedcontrol every Year,
weeds seem to be exploding across
Australia, and WA is no exception.
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