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J T  w i l l  b e  n o  s u r p r i s e  t o
I Metropolitan residents that ravens
(Corvus coronoides) in the Perth
area have increased in abundance
by 27.37o since 1977, according to
a 5 ludy b)  P.  StewrnofEdi thCowrn
University.

Ravens are omniverous,
con5uming meat .  eggs.  insects.  f ru i t .
bread, seeds, benies and even llower
p a r t s .  T h e y  a r e  o p p o r t u n i s l i c
feeders, switching diet according to
tbod availability, and in built-up
areas often act as scavengers. The
study showed that, in Kings Park,
the greater the number of humans
u5ing an area.  the gre l ter  the number
of  rarens l ike ly  to  be lbund therc.

The increlse in araihble lood
probably accounts lbr the increase
of birds in Perth, as their other
requ i rement  -  su i la  b le roost  ing rnd
n e s t i n g  t r e e s  -  h a s  a c t u a l l y
decreased. Nesting site availability
probably determines which suburbs
have most ravens, as ravens nest, on
average, between 10 and 25 metres
rbove ground.  There lbre they tend
to be scarce in  new srrburbs,  wi th

Ravens in Perth
their closely-spaced buildings, tiny
gardens and few large trees. In
addition, ravens are large, aggressive
bi rds,  so they can ef fect ive ly
dominate feeding situations, nor are
they threatened by cat or dog
predation.

Many people consider ravens a
problem because
. they make too much noise
. they attack other animals, eg

taking hen's eggs and chicks,
goldfish, tortoises and lizards

r  t h e y  m a k e  a  m e s s  w h e n
scavening in rubbish bags and
bins

they could spread disease, eg
moving directly from rubbish to
picnic baskets
they cause damage eg pecking
flywire, pulling out window
putty and messing up reticulation
they steal - golf balls, for
example; do they mistake them
for eggs? - or drop dog bones
into roof gutters!
However, it could well be that

their scavenging activity around
picnic sites is actually beneficial, as
i t  c leans up mess that  would
otherwise be left for rats and mice.
They're also pretty srnart birds!

Many animals have been
disadvantaged s ince European
setr lement  of  A ust  ra l i r ,  lhe ravcn is
clearly one that has benefltted.

Sl?wart, P.J. f997. "Some aspects
ofthe ecology ofatt urban corvid.'
lhe Auslra/ian raven (Corvts
coronoides ) h Metropolitan Perrh. "

Honour.r The.ri.r, Edith Cowan
Llniversiry.

ECENTLY CALLI and
AGWEST trapped |2 pig.r in

Birdwhist/e Nolure Re;erve, ttear
NarrogitL It seems l/tey wera
de/iberately pat l/rcre, perhap: so
lha/sonebody c'ou/d /tunt lhem /oler
on. There is evidence lhol?igs have
a/so been pal into o/herfores/s and
re,serues in //te area. This isitcredibly
.ri/ly

ln  Wertern Austr l l i r  [e l i r l  p ig<
are found in low numbers in the
fore" t  country  of  the Sout  h West .  in
agricultural areas north of Geraldton
and in the Kimberley region.

It appears feral pig populations
are spreading, with reports indicating
that this is possibly due to deliberate
releases for hunting. Moving and
r e l e r s i n g  p i g s  f o r  h u n t i n g  i s
extremely irresponsible and can
result in many problems for local
communities.

Ferol pigsl

r disturb the soil by digging for
roots causing erosion, reduction
in ground cover  and weed
invasion;
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feed on and destroy native plants
a n d  a n i m a l s ,  a n d  i n c r e a s e
competition with native animals;
feed on crops and livestock
causing damage by rooting and
trampling;
harbour and spread diseases and
parasltes.
Diseases spreadby feral pigs may

i  nc ludc janah d iebrck.  tuberculos is
and tapeworm parasites. Pigs could
also spread exotic diseases if they
were introduced to WA, including
anthrax, foot and mouth disease,
African swine fever, rinderpest and
rabies. These diseases would be

difficult to eradicate and therr
presence would have immediate and
drast ic  ef fects  on the State 's
livestock industries. There would
be immediate losses of key export
markets until eradication of the
diseases could be achieved.

Control offeral pigs is difficult.
In Western Australia, poisoning (by
staff from AGWEST) and trapping
are the most effective techniques.
Hunting is not an efficient method
fbrcontrol offeral pigs and can only
be considered arecreational activity.

Anyone moving feral pigs for
hunting purposes, particularly into
areas previously free ofthe animals,
s h o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r  t h e
potent ia l  consequences of  t l .ns
actlon.

Marion Massam wo rks a/
AG|I /EST' . r 'Ver tebra/e Pesl
Re.vearch Services'. S/rc can be
contocted on 9366 230,1.
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