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OSTofus tend to be focused on
our own patch of bush and as a

consequence manage it as an isolated
entity. It may be worthwhile taking a
stepback andconsidering theimportant
ro le 'our  patch '  p lays.  or  cou ld  pJay.  in
the broader vegetation landscape.

By connecting bush remnants, we
establish a living network, which rs
more diverse than the individual
elements. We then become part of a
more robust system, that has the
capacity to buffer and protect ourpatch
from permanent loss of biodiversity
caused by a localised disturbance or
catastrophe. With time and good
management wildlife activity in our
patch should increase as a result of
being pan of a larger system.

A project currently underway in
Bridgetown is looking to identify
opportunities where these broad
landscape connections can be made.

The BiG,liNCS Project

In March 1999 the Blackwood
Environment Society received funding
from the Natural Heritage Trust to
under take the "Br idgetown-

Greenbushes Nature Conservation
Strategic Plan". now krown by its
acronym as the BiG.liNCS project.
The project is using a blend of
geographic information systems, on-
ground vegetationsurveys, ecological
expertise and local land manager
groups to identify and target priority
areas for future con servation
management and on-ground works
within the Shire of Bridgetown-
Greenbushes.  Ul t imate ly  the
implementation of the strategic plan
should lead to an effective integrated
nature conservation network across the
Shire.

Bridgetown's Vegetotion
Mosoic

The landscape mosaic in the Shrre
is composed ofa series of distinct and
typically unconnected elements. The
largest of these are the big areas of
State Forest to the south, west and
north, which extend well out beyond
the Shire boundary. These blocks
comprise about 757o of the native
vegetation cover in the Shire. Nestled
inside these large forest areas are 12
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unconnected smaller forest blocks,
some of which are State Forest and
others various categories of reserve,
which make up another 187o.

Privately ownedbush remnants are
then scattered between these othcr
vegetation elements, and account for
less than 7qo ofthe \ egetat ion cover in
the Shire. Of these 1500 private
remnants most are only several
hectares, with only around 150 being
20 hectares or greater, and a third of
thesemodified to some extent (heavily
grazed, regularly bumt or partially
cleared).

The o ther  s ign i f i can t  e lement  in
the mosaic is the Blackwood River,
which splits the Shire roughly in two.
The river can be both a connecting
element between vegetation remnants
for some species and a barrier for
others.

Under the guidance of consultant
ecologists, the project team has been
able to study the Shire's vegetation
mosaic. The most logical routes for
connecting all ofthe forest and resene
blocks and the private remnants greater
than 40 hectares have
beenidentified. Toavoid
dead ends  in  th is
proposed network, at
least two connections
were  made to  each
element. The route of
each connection typically
op t im ises  the  use  o f
smaller remnants along
itspathtoactas stepping-
stones. It also takes into
account location in the
landscape ( r idge,
creekline), the vegetation
types which it moves
through, and a social
cons idera t ion  where
known (does the affected
landmanager have an
enlightened attitude to
nature conservation).

While theprocess has
focused on  the  con-

nections between the largerpublic and
private bush remnants at a whole of
Shire scale, it can be used at a much
smaller scale, right down to individual
properties if the base data is accurate
enough.

The BiG.liNCS project has also
confirmed the importance of several
potential connections, which had
previously been recognised during
Land for Wild/ife property visits.
BiG.liNCS team member and local
La n dlb r Wd/ tfe Offi cer Jenny Dewin g
has been working with landholders
along one of these connections for 6
months.

Wheotley to Wheoiley Linkoge
Duing a La ndfo r Wi / dl t/e pr op erty

visitin December 1998, Jenny Dewing
and members of the Wheatley family
ident i f ied a potent ia l  landscape
connection through the property.
Commencing on the Blackwood River,
the connecrion passes through their
remnant bush up to one of the Hester
Forest blocks and back down across a
number of large private remnants to
the Blackwood River ,  about  10
kilometres downstream. It has becornc
known as the'Wheatley-to-Wheatley'
linkage after the two distantly related
families that live at either end of the
link. The Blackwood Basin Group's
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