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f\NE of the most spectacular
\-,/ sights nature has to offer is the
annual  d isp lay of  ever last ings -
yellow, pink and white - that
spreads as far as the eye can see
beneath the mulga, wattle scrub and
spinifex of Western Australia. Each
year after heavy autumn or winter
rains the red soil is carpeted with
these ephemeral members of the
daisy family. By far the most
prominent are Rhodanthe
c h / o ro cep ha la subsp. sp / e rul ula w ith
solitary cream orwhite flower-heads
up to six cm across, the yellow-
headed Cep h a / ip t e ram d ru m mo nd i i,
and the handsome pink-headed
Schoenia cassiniana. Orher
everlastings found amongst these
include Ee / ip te rum c rasp edio ides
(yellow), Helipterum venas/um
(yellow), Myriocephalus guerinae
(y ellow ), R h o da n t h e c h /o ro c eph a la
subsp. roseum (pink or cream),
Wallzia ac minata (golden).
Scattered amongst them are often
species of Brachyscome, not
themselves everlastings, but also
daisies and remarkable for theirblue
and yellow flower heads.

Particularly dense displays of
eve astings can often be found
around Payne's Find where a most
cur ious phenomenon can be
observed, namely that the pink and
white colours of evedastings are
found on flats and depressions, and
the yellow colours on rising ground.
C ep h a / ip te ra m dru m m o nd i ihas tw o
colour forms, white and yellow,
otherwise identical, which segregate
in this way, the yellow form
associating with other yellow-
f lowered species.  A l though th is
behaviour  can be observed
elsewhere it is not so marked as
around Payne's Find.

Ever last ings (a l ternat ive ly
known as sunrays or paper daisies)
are so-called because of their ability
to retain natural colour and apparent
freshness for exceptionally long
periods. They are easy to recognize
by the crisp. papery lexture of their
flower hdads. For this reason they
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form avital componentofthe dried-
flower export industry. Amongst
the first plants cultivated by
European horticulturalists during
the 19th century was Bracleanlha
bracleala (Golden Everlasting)
which was soon bred into aplethora
of attractively coloured forms
known simply as 'Immortelle'.

It is worth noting that whilst in
the past many species ofeverlasting
have been placed in the genera
He / i c h rys u m and He / ip te r u m, r ecent
research shows that these names are
wrongly  appl ied to A ust ra l ian
species. Furthermore, the variation
wi th in the many species of
Australian eve asting is sufficient
to necessitate not two genera but
many. Thus species of everlasting
formerly placed in Helichrysumare
now dis t r ibuted amongst
B ra c te an /ha, Ch rys ocep /tal um,
Lawrencel/a, Ozothamnus and
Schoenia. And most of those
formerly placed in Heltpteramhave
found a home in Rltodanthe with
others scattered in smaller genera
such as Anemocarpa,
A rgentipal/iam, Hyalosperma,
Le acoc h rys um and Trtp r i lodisc us.

Although they may differ in the
microscopic features of their tiny
flowers, a feature all evedastings

have in common is the coloured
petal-like bracts of each individual
flower head. A curious fact is that
the colour range of the petal-like
bracts of each flower head of
Western Australian everlastings rs
confined to the range pink, white
and yellow. Redand orange colours
are not found in everlastings in
Westem Australia, unlike in South
Africa where they are common, even
dominant.

The phenomenon of  p lant
movement can readily be observed
in everlastings, the flower heads of
which tend to track the movement
of the sun, a curious fact in itself.
Furthermore, at night the heads fold
up forming a bud-like structure once
more. They also do so when itrains.
If you watch carefully as evening
approaches, you can often see
insects (especially native bees)
alight on the central disc of the
flower head and remain there as the
bracts close around them. Early in
the morning, as the flower head
directs itself towards the sun and
opens up, the insects set offon their
forays once more. Thus everlastings
provides shelter and warmth for the
insects. Nectar secreted at the base
of the tiny flowers within the head
provides food for its visitors.

An unexplained feature of one
of our commonest everlastings,
R ho dan the ch /o ro c ep lta la slbsp.
sp/endida, is thepresence of a black
spot at the base ofthe inside surface
of the bract in cream-coloured
specimens.

The seeds of many everlastings
are myxogenic,  that  is ,  when
moistened the tiny hairs that cover
themburst andexude mucilage. The
function of this slime is presumably
to bind the seeds to a moistened
substrate, so preVenting them from
blowing away to somewhere less
hospitable.

In  Western Austra l ia ,  our
wildfl ower tourism industry markets
many tours based fairly and squarely
on the displays of everlastings. This
spectacular annual event points to
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