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Wollier, continaed)ft om page J

as a crust-like feature at the soil
surface, whilst undemeath the soil
is  water  absorbent .  When woyl ies
dig ior food they break through this
water repellent crust and expose the
water absorbent soils. The result is
that water from rainfall is able to
iniiltrate the soil via the woylie
diggings. Take the woylies out of
the system and we lose this unusual
characteristic of our soils.

It appears as though many
characteristics of our soils are
affected by woylie digging. These
inc lude the bulk  densi ty ,  tne
distribution of gravels at the sudace
and the behaviour of soil nutrients.
It would be fair to say that when we
look and appreciate woylies as they
are going about their buliness we
are, in fact, looking at a part of our
soils. They make our soils 'patchy'

in terms oftheir characteristics and
behaviour. But the story will not
end with woylies. With Westem
Shield now in-place there is the real
chance that other animals, such as
boodies, bilbies and our often
forgotten rodents, will make acome
back.  These animals don' t just  d ig
- they burrow! How these animals
inteiact with our soils we can only
guess.

Mark Garkaklis can be contacleda/
lhe Department of Zoology
aniversiry oJr Weslern Australia 35
,Stirling Highwal Craw/ey. 6009.
e- mail.' mjg @ cyl/ene. uwa. edu. au
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ls this the oldest Inlond Wondoo in WA?
Agnes is st'onding in front of 'Wonder free' in our bushland ot Dudinin. fhe pole
she is holding is six feet long. Haw old doesfhat mokethetree? tA00yearc? The
toble in Haw ta Monage Yaur Wondoo Woadlonds" doesn t gel that for!
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