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ISTLETOES! Maybe we
should begin with theseplants,

typically summer-flowering, and
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h
Christmas, though less so here than
in Britain where the mistletoe atthat
l ime.  the deprh of  win ler .  is  in  f ru i r .
During oursummer, look into watties
such as the Jam Tree and you will
spot the Wireleaf Mistletoe (A mlema
preissil clinging firmly to the
branches, with bright red flowers
among the narrow leaves. Around
P e r t h  t h e y  h a v e ' i n v a d e d  t h e
invaders' by adapting to non-native
species such as the Queensland
Silver Wattle. In the Wheatbelt,
look into gums such as York Gum
and Wandoo and you will see a
different species, I nyetna n;iqu e/i i,
its leaves mimicking those of its
host. Maybe mistletoes have evolved
to flower at this season because they
can provide food for the birds that
pol l inate them. Dr f ,u  ing on rhei r
host  t rees for  moisture and
sustenance, the summer drought does
not affect them.

Not  a lways thought  of  as a
mistletoe but belonging to the same
plant  fami ly  is  the Western
Australian Christmas Tree, almost
unique among these semi-parasitic
plants in being a large tree. It is at its
flamboyant best in early summer
(and this year is out earlier than
usual ) .  but  a long the soulh co i ls t  i t
will flower well into summer. Most
mistletoe flowers are unscented, but
the Christmas Tree has a strong
honey perfume. Towards the end of
summer the strange three-winged
fruit develop, yellow-green at first,
ripening to a mid-brown as they dry
and fall for the winter rains.

It is commonly held that our
native plants flower only in spring,
but  th is  is  an o ld wives '  ta le ,
originating perhaps from the fact
thr t  most  ma55ed d i5pla)s ma) be
seen at that season which is also a
good time for travelling. Apartfrom
very few habitats, there is, in fact,
something to be seen at any season,
and some summer, autumn and
winter flowers are just as colourful
and intriguing as those ofthe spring.
Jndeer.l. summer flouels rre quite
amazing in their capaci.ty to appear
at a time when temperatures can be
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very high. Some are so delicate that
it is a wonder that they avoid
shr ive l l ing and carry  thro ugh
pollination and seed set. Here I
have space to mention only a few of
these plants.

The nolthernkwongan has many
summer flowers, especially in the
b a n k s i a  a n d  m y r t l e  f a m i l i e s .
Summer Smokebush (  Caza-
JP(rntu/nt nt.f rlncn ium\appears tn
largedrifts on sandy areas, itsfunnel-
like flower head wzrving atop a
slender stem. Itis at its best a couple

ofyears after a fire (Christmas Trees
also respond to fire, sometimes
showing no foliage as their blazing
flowers cover the tree). Summer
Dryandra (Dryandra ves/iA, seen
on the nor thern kwongan and
through the central wheatbelt, has
rather hidden golden flowers but rs
equally attractive for its whorls of
twisted leaves separated by bract
covered stems. Around Eneabba
and northwards Caramel Grevillea
(Grevillea polybotrya) is showy
during December and January, its
creamy, heavily-scented flowers
attracting a wide array of insects.
An equally showy species with
masses ofcream flowers in summer
is Grevil/ea nematop,4ylla, atree of
i n l a n d  d i s t r i c t s  b e t w e e n  t h e
Gascoyne River, the Goldfields and
Nullarbor PIain. Another small trec
is the Sandplain Pear (Xylomelam
angas Jtb/iam) which also bears
clusters of cream flowers; its grey
woody fruit remain on the tree
awaiting a fire to open them and are
an interesting feature at any season.

Banksias are prominent  in
summer and autumn. lndeed, more
species are in flower at these
seasons than in spring. Acorn
Banksia (8.  pr ionotes)  is  a
widespread oran ge- f l  owered
species, found between Wagin and
Shark Bay, with a long flowering
period through summer and winter.
Its close relative B. btrdettii is a
shrub seen between Eneabba and
Muchea but flowering only during
Februur l  and March.  In  Kalbrr i
National Park there are further
spectacular species flowering in
summer. First is t sceptram,with
l a r g e  g o l d e n  s p i k e s  d  u r i n g
December and January, followed
in February by the Woolly Orange
Banksia (-d. victr.triae) and clear
yel low Porcupine Banksia (8.
/ind/eyana).

Along the south coast from the
Stirling Range to the Oldfield River
Bank;ia baxterl can makc
spectacular displays at this season.
It is another species with attractive
features besides the flowers, both
the young foliage and new fruitbeing
attractive shades of brown and red.
In February, sharp-eyed visitors to
the western parts of the Stirling
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f T has always been exciting Lo do
Ia 'b i rd ing '  around the b ig sa l t
lakes and salt channels in the
Murchison - sightofan Orange Chat
at Lake Austen or on the Lyndon
River being a prize.

However, in the salt-affected
areas of the northeastern wheatbelt
the scene varies greatly. There are
less small (< 20 cm) landbirds in the
samphire immediately su rrounding
the salt lakes and channels. At the
end of August 2000, four sites were
surveyed for the Bird Atlas. Two
received fresh run-off from a large
granite rock, one in woodland just
behind the low sand dune
surrounding a large salt lake and the
fourth was in an 'early' samphrre
area surrounded by degraded crops
on two sides, elsewhere by low
shrubs grading into woodlands.

The sites with run-off from
granite hills yielded many small birds
in the fringing shrubs (up to 2 m
high) including: Western Gerygone,
Grey Fantail, Singing Honeyeater,
White-eared Honeyeater (at its
northern-most range) and Horsfields

SMATL IAND BIRDS IN
SALT AFFECTED AREAS
IN THE NORTHEASTERN

WHEATBELT
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Bronze-cuckoo. One of the sites
had many Native Plum bushes
( Psydraxsp.) covered in green lru it.

The woodland site had large old
Salmon Gums and York Gums with
numerous nesting hollows and fallen
logs, but no young trees and little
undergrowth except  for  some
fl owering Daisy-bush (O lea ria sp.).

The only small bird seen was the
Singing Honeyeater. Why the
paucity of bird life? Although the
eucalypts were not producing nectar
there should have been plenty of
lnsects.

The fourth area was a hive of
activity, with Red-capped Robin,
White-fronted Chat and Splendid
Fairy-wren. There was possibly a
lot of other small animal life, as
Nankeen Kestrels and a Black-
shouldered Kite were circling
overhead. Perhaps it was the fact
that it was the junction of four
habitats that made this area so good
for birds?

The Sal in i ty  Act ion Plan
commenced in l99l . Are we
'birdos' taking enough'interest rn
these saline areas? How important
arethey or, with revegetation, could
they become?

Dr Mary Bremner is a medical
professional, orclta rdist, and keen
'birdo'. She can be conlacted r.tn
9321 4594.
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fltfolias) and Superb Starflower
(Calytrix superba), the latter
confined to the Eneabba district.
Through the central wheatbelt one
can be surprisedtosee thedeeppink
f lowers of  Large Myrt le
(Hypo ca lymma p a n i ce um).

Worth a look at any time ln
summer are the swamps of the far
south-west and south coast. Soil
moistu-re keeps a numberofspecies
flowering, and some are at therr
peakduring the hot season. Among
the most spectacular is the Swamp
B ottlebrxsh (B e o afo r I i a sp a rs a), at
its best in February. The pure white-
f lowered Swamp Paper-heath
(Sphenotoma gracile) is v ery
common on sandy flats between
Augusta and Albany. A few orchids
may be seen well into January. in
particular the tall Christmas Leek
Orchid (Prasophyl/um browni),
seen at its best the season after a
bushfire, the Chestnut Sun Orchid
(Theb,mitra fascolatea), and the
Club- l ipped Spider  Orchid
( Ca I a de n i a c o ry n ep h o ra). In shady

forests south from Perth the Slipper
Orchid (Crypros4t/is ovata) canb,e
a surprising find. It is pollinated by
male wasps that try to mate with the
flowers, and flowers right through
to au mn.

Most people are familiar with
the Albany Pi tcher  Plant
( Cep halo t usfo / / ic ala ri s), at least its
modified leaves that trap minute
animals and decompose them to
provide nutrients for the plant. Few,
however, know the plant's tiny
flowers. These appear in summer,
on long stalks. They have a strong,
sweetscent. Always associatedwith
the pitcher plant is the unusual
Spindle Heath (Cosmelia rubra),
with narrow red flowers borne on a
slender stem that waves above the
dense swamp vegetation. These
swamps, and other lowJying parts,
are also home to the climbing
triggerplant (Stylidiun scandens)
which clings to other plants by its
encircling leaf tips and produces
clusters of bright pink flowers
throughout sumrner.

An unexpected sight in many
parts of the south-west - from the
forest to the desert fringe - is the
climber Bi/lardiera bicolor.
Inconspicuous for most ofthe year,
in summer it produces clusters of
creamflowers with finepurple lines,
opening widely like a hand.

On coastal sanddunes andalittle
way inland, from Perth to Albany,
is the Tangle Daisy \Ozothamnus
cordatas). A perennial herb, it
produces its new stems and foliage
dur ing winter .  then the leaves d ie
away as the flowers develop in
clusters on many fine woolly
branches. Picked and dried, these
wi l l  last  indef in i te ly  in  dr ied
arTangements.

I do not have space to discuss
many other summer flowers of our
bushland. Go out yourselves and
look (but maybe choose a cool
change to do so); you may be
pleasantly surprised.

Ale.r George is aiheelance bolanist
and editor (phone 08 9337 1655)




