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THE GREAT GREVILLEA HUNT
Neil R Maniott

fJnVt lC had the for tune to
I  Is tudy.  in  the \  i ld .  near ly  every
Austra l ian Grevi l lea for  the
production of our three Grevillea
Books, co-author Peter Olde and
myself realised that there was still
much research required into the
genus. Close liaison with the Pefih
Herbarium confirmed this. As a
result Peter and I make an annual
pilgrimage to the WesI, spending
weeks in the field tracking down
new or unusual species, as well as
those requiring further study. Last
year's trip must rate as one of the
most memorable we have ever
undertaken.

The wonderful Mary Squires
from Mukinbudin has an indigenous
nursery growing thousands of the
local  p lants.  Whi le  showing Peter
around the district the week before
I arrived, Mary noticed a lovely red
flowered Grevillea growing along a
backroad. Examination revealed it
to be a new species, never before
collected! !

With this in mind we decided
that  we had bel ter  get  back in to th is
most easterly part of the central
wheatbelt to have a closer look and
to collect herbarium specimens.
Heading out east we travelled
through the tragically degraded
heart of Westem Australia's wheat
bowl. Practically all the native
\ egelation was swamped by exotic
annual grasses! In addition, salinity
has already destroyed all the low-
lying areas andis spreading rapidly.

Fortunately the further east we
went, the better the natural
environment became. Just to the
southeast of Mukinbudin, in an area
where granite comes to the surface.
we found the rare Grevilleu
minutiJ'lora and the even rarer
Ac ac ia de nt ic ulo sa, a beautiful plant
with huge golden rods and "leaves"

like sandpaper. Not surprising that
they are rare when you look around

Grevil/eo magnifico.

and see what has been cleared!
We took a quick look around

Mary 's  magni f icent  natura l
wildflower garden. The block had
previously been rolled for cropping
- not once but twice!! Still it has
come back with massed displays of
the region's flora. Dominant in
many areas was the spectacular large
rich creamWoolly Flower Grevillea
G. eriobotrya.This is a rare Priority
I species, but is abundant here.
Other Grevilleas we found included
free flowering specimens of Flame
Grevillea G. e,rc€lsiol with its fiery
orange flowers, G. eremophila, G.
didymobotrya, G. apiciloba, G.
huegelii, G. shuttleworthiana, G.
eryngioides and on occasional
granite rises G. magnifica and G.
levls. As well there was a wealth of
o lher  spectacular  5andpla;n f lora -

Boronia adamsiana with showy

pink flowers, Hakeas, Banksias,
Isopogon,  Persoonia,  p ink
Thryptomenes and many more. It rs
a credit to Mary and her husband
that they have set aside this area for
the environment.

From the Squire's bush block
we headed off to survey the new
species discovered by Mary the
week before. As it turned out it was
just one of the many new species
and subspecies we would find on
this amazing trip ! Mary's new
Grevillea has quite long pendulous
burgundy red flowers, set amongst
deeply divided, slightly prickly
grey-green leaves. It grows to
a r o u n d  l m  x  l m  a n d  s a d l y  i s
confinedto a smallpopulation along
ONE roadside. Had the adjoining
farrner or the Shire decidedto "tidy"

the roadside, we would never know
that this new species ever existed!
Just how many plants have been
lost like this in the west we will
never know !

From Mukinbudin we headed
south to Karalee, a pumping station
l o w  n  o n  t h e  P e r t h - K a l g o o r l i e
pipeline. We were looking for
anotherrare Grevillea, without luck,
but we did find several unusual new
red flowered grevilleas. "Another

new species" we thought at first,
however closer examination showed
them to be beautiful natural hybrids
between G. oncogyne and G.
huegelii that were
nearby.

Heading on to

both growing

Yellowdine on
the Great Eastern Highway, we
turned due south ofthe town on the
Mt Palmer Rd. We had not gone lar
before we came upon a 1ove1y area
offlat outcropping granite. Here we
found the typical "echidna like"
prickly low plants of G. tetrapleura
as well as G. acacioides, C. levis,
and a beautiful low pale yellow
flowered Verticordia with long
styles.

contiiued on page 5
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