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I\T ATALEE K USER and David
I \ Singe boughr a propeny on the
Blackwood River in Boyup Brook at
the end of 1998. In just over two
years they are well underway on an
ambitious program of fencing and
revegetation to protect and create
wi ld l i fe  habi ta t .  Thought fu l  des ign.
sound technical advice and staged
implementation exemplify this
practical project.

David and Natalee said "We

wanted to place a basic nature

framework over the land, making the
most of existing bush remnanls and
the river corridor. This allowed us
to define the areas inwhichwewould
concentrate our  immediate
vegetation restoration and re-
introduction efforts, and provided a
backdrop for other future activities
on the propertj."

Previous Londuse.

The Lodge Road property was
originally a large farm subdivided to
create a number of medium sized
rural holdings, ofone to two hundred
acres. Prior to subdivision the river
flat country pror ided rough grazing
for sheep and was occasionally
cropped.

The property shetches for two
and a half kilometres along the
Blackwood River, with a number of
river habitats including old paperbark
thickets, seasonal wetlands and long
riverpools. Sections of theforeshore
are well vegetated. Soils are mainly
of the Blackwood Valley System
ranging from sandy duplexes to
gravelly sands to shallow rocky soils
with granite outcrops on the highest
s1tes.

Small remnants of the Jarrah -

Marri -Wandoo woodland persist on
the rocky outcrops as elsewhere, but
grazing appeared to have removed
the entire understorey.

Creoting the Plon

When David and Natalee bought
the property at the end of 1998, they
carried out an initial assessment of
the soil and vegetation types, the
condition of the river foreshore and
upland remnants, potential weed
problems and looked for signs of
rabbit activity.

REVEGETATION -
FROM PLANS TO
IMPLEMENTATION

Jenny Dewing

With this information they set
out to create a property landcare
plan with the work tobe stagedover
a numberofyears. The plan included
fencing to protect the vegetation
remnants and the Blackwood River
foreshore, revegetation of the
foreshore and creekline and
connection of the bush patches to
create functional wildlife conidors.

This plan has steered them
through two successful grant
applications and has clearly set out
the stages by which the extensive
rehabilitation task is tackled.

One of the first steps in thrs
program was to obtain advice on
revegetation and the creation of
wildlife habitats. They joined Innd

for Wildlife in December 1998, at
about the time that they were
preparing an application forincentrve
funding from the Blackwood Basrn
Community Startup Scheme. ldnd

for Wildlife provided site-specific
revegetation lists for hand planting.
and direct sowing and technical
support for revegetation and assisted
natural regeneration techniques, as
well as information on creating
habitat for wildlife. As the riverflats
had been grazed continuously for a
long time, an adjacent property's
river flat site in good condition was
used to compile the species list.
David and Natalee became intenrl
members in the Land for Wildlife
Scheme, with the prospect of f'ull
registration when the rehabilitation 

a)

progrur *^, well underway. J

Seeking Funding

Incentive funding received rn
1999 l ' rom the Blackwood Basin
Group provided a kick-start to the
project. Then in 2001 funding from
the Blackwood Valley Landcare
Zone prov ided another  boost ,
s u b s i d i s i n g  a n d  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  i r
program of work for that year.

conrinued on page 7
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