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leaf form of G. triJida, which had
been recorded on a road reserve to
the eastofthat town. On arrival atthe
site we immediately found the plant
and just as immediately realised that
here we had a most distinct new
subspecies of G. triJida. The new
plant had very coarse, leathery wedge
shaped leaves, was only around 0.3
mhigh and was suckering vigorously
through the grassy undergrowth. At
this site we also found G. pulchella
ssp. ascendens,while a little further
up the road we found another lovely
fonn of G. Ieptobotrys.

Continuing our dash back nofth
we wanted to find a most unusual
simple leaf form of G. Ieptobotrys n
Monadnocks Conservation Park
between the Albany Highway and
the Brookton Highway. At the h.rmoff
on the Albany Highway we found a
population of G. manglesii ssp.
dissecta, including several with
attractive pink flowers. Heading east
into the Marri forest we stumbled on
a population of G. pimelioides.
Growing to around I metre they
formed attractive rounded shmbs
with massed yellow and orange
l lou ers,  wi th  severa l  character is t ics
that may wafant the recognition of
th is  populat ion as a d is t inct
subspecies. We then headed along
Qualen Rd where we located the
amazing simple-leaf form of G.
leptobotry,s, looking the spitting
image ofa clump ofgrass!! Anyone
not seeing the plants in flower would
certainly be fooled. This also will
most likely finish up as a new
subspecies.

Another suspected new Grevihea
species had been collected in the
hills to the west of York. We were
keen to locate it and eventually did
so on Gunapin Ridge. The plants
were lightly scattered through the
open forest .  and were hr l l  o l  f ine
white flowers. They fonned sparse
open shrubs, with bushy bases topped
with long lanky flowering branches
up to 2m and occasionally even 3m
in height. They were clearly a new
species, with closest afll ities to G.
acrobotrya from way up near Mt
Lesueur north of Badgingana! At
another population nearby we also
found severa l  a t t ract ive p ink
flowered forms, as well as the rare G.

and are a massed display of showy
cream catkin-like flowers. Not much
further on we fbund another
populat ion growing wi th the
extremely rare G. drummondii. This
is a lovely small shrub less than
I metre in height with massed small
creamy-green flowers that curiously
tum bright rose-red as they mature.

On the way back we inspected a
population of beautiful prostrate
Fuchsia Grevillea G. bipinnat i;fida
growing along the road to Chittering
Valley. Sadly, spraying, weeds and
roadworks had destroyed most of
the populat ion.  A common story in
the West. We headed up into the
Darling Range, saddened by the
massive weed invasions that had
occured since our last visit. Just out
of  Toodyay we inspected G.
candolleana, another extremely rare
dwarfGrevillea, this one with massed
cream spider flowers. Fofiunately at
prcsent  t l r is  species is  hold ing on in
an area unaf-fected by man and hrs
weeds! !

It had been a momentous tdp, ln
four shod weeks we had uncovered
several new species and numerous
new subspecies of our favourite
genus the Grevilleas. We came to
realise that every piece ofbush in the
W e s t  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  b e
something special there is nowhere
else in  the u or ld  u here neu species
ofplants can be discovered growing
in small bushland remnants, be they
on a roadside or on private propefiy.
Take care of your bit of bush, who
knows what treasures it may be
hiding? lf you DO have a plant on
your block or growing nearby that
you cannot identify, contact your
local Community Herbarium. You
just might linish up getting a plant
named afler you!! More impoftantly
though, you may be helping to save
yet another rare native plant.

As lbr Peter and I, we can't get
enough of the West and are now
prepar ing for  our  return t r ip  th is
sp ng!
Remember, you can purchase our
Grevi l lea Books Vols  1-3.
Email: neilm@netconnect.com.aLt

Neil Marriot is an ecologist who
works for the Victorian'Trust for
Nature'.
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scabra, G. synapheae ssp.
synapheae, and numerous other
showy shrubs.

At the risk of wasting time on a
wild goose chase we headed east
through York to investigate yet
another supposed new Grevillea
species recorded at the base of the
Needling Hills. Sadly r.rost of thrs
area is now cleared, and what is not
cleared is infested with invasive
exotic annual grasses. Not exactly
the best location to look for new
species! However we checked out
every road, track and patch ofbush
in the area and eventually discovered
a gravel reserve withrelatively intact
nat ive casuar ina woodland
vegetation. Here we found not a
new species but a number ofnatural
hybrids between G. vestita and G.
paniculata. They forme d attractive
rounded shrubs to c. L5m high, and
may well be the 'unnamed species'
collected lbr the area.

Our last day took us north of
Perth, where the first stop was past
Bindoon where the recently named
G. synapheae ssp. /aliloba grows.
\ \  c  had no t rouble l i r rd  ing the p lants
as they grow right by the roadside




