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HERITAGE TREES AND LAND
Mqrion Hercock

T AND managers and
I---r farmers in Victoria and
New South Wales can often
claim with geatpride that they
have an Aboriginal 'canoe

tree' on their property. A
' c a n o e  t r e e ' i s  u s u a l l y  a
eucalypt from which the
indigenous people of south-
eastem Australia would make
a simple floating canoe. This
water craft consisted ofa long
curved portion of the outer
tmnk of the tree. Such trees
are a significant part of the
local heritage because they are
not  only  the s urv iv ing
remnants ofa native flora, but
are a lso a re l ic  of  past
indigenous uses of that flora.
In contrast, in rural and
rangeland Westem Australia,
it is human actions of a more
recent nature that are
sometimes recorded on trees.

A jarrah, wandoo or kani
hee blazed with numbers or
initials is familiar to anyone
who walks or rides through
the forest. These trees were
marked by forestry workers in
the twentieth century and the
late nineteenth century, and still provide valuable
reference points for forest visitors. Explorers and

Beefwoad blozed by Gregory in 1861

Nothem Territory borders marked numerous 'white
gum trees'. Although many ofthese scarred trees have
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surveyors would often scar a
tree trunk with an axe to record
a campslte or water source.
Any reference numbers or
letters on the tree would be
recorded in the explorer's
journal and on a map, so
people following those first
surveyors would have a
human-made point  o f
reference in addition to natural
landscape features. Other
marks ontrees included metal
plates and nails.

A caim on John Forrest
Drive, near Hopetoun, marks
the spot  where a b lazed
Christmas Iree Nuytsia
floribunda was found. The
tree was scarred by John
Fonest on his 1 870 expedition
to South Australia, along the
Great Australian Bight. The
tree was chopped down,
perhaps by souvenir hunters,
and the local people erected
the caim in its place. Blazing
a tree trunk to mark a campsite
was a regular practice of
Forrest, who, on the 1874
expedition from Geraldton to
the South Australian and
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