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FARM LAND AND BUSH CARE - AN EXPENSE OR AN
INVESTMENT IN PRODUCTMry?

Kennedy Miller

f began my larming career in 1978. with a very

I  smal l  equi ty ,  aRer the d issolut ion of  a  lami ly
farming partnership. My property lies 70 km east
ofNarembeen, in a 350mm rainfall zone. It is very
hilly and, since much of the clearing was done in
the 1920s using manual labov,25%o of the aiea
remains coveredby native vegetation. Also, during
the 1960s my father resisted the 'clear a million
acres per year' govemment policy. At the outset I
realised that I had problems with erosion, limited
water supplies and unsustainable yields due to lack
of rainfall retention, as well as poor soil str-ucture
and soil fertility. On the other hand, because ofthe
retained remnants, the erosion wasn't as bad as it
could have been, and I had excellent stock shelter'

Our approach was to get control ofthe water on
our hilly land with grade banks, tum erosion into
productivity by storing water where it lands and
address soil stlucture issues, whilst at the same
time ensuring maintenance ofthe bushland. I got

a lot ofinspiration from the book "Water for Every
Farm"byP.A. Yeomans, from which I realisedthat
I had to have awhole farm approach to integrate all
of the features and issues. Having done this now
for over 20 years - with no grants - and seen farm
productivity (and therefore profitability)
continually increase, I am convinced that landcare
is  an inrestment  in  product iv i ry .

Londcore octions

The attached photographs, Figs 1 and 2, illustrate
the actions taken in two representative paddocks.
Essentially we first developed a farm plan, then
contoured (treeing some ofthe banks), put in new
dams, subdivided paddocks, fenced and replanted
creeklines, applied gypsum to clays, trialled new pasture

legumes and adopted the best, changed to direct drilling,
etc. Greater detail ofthe landcare actions can be found
in the paper that I gave to the 2001 State Landcare
Conference at Mandurah, pp 461-6 in the Conference
Proceedings.

The results? Well, the average yield of wheat has
doubled, see Fig. 3, giving very satisfactory financial
retums. (Again, for detail, see the Conference paper.)

The red loam and morrel soils are now producing a high
protein hard wheat and even durum. Our net return on
investment since 1994hasbeen 12o/o, compared with the
national averase of 3olo.

Fig. 2 1999 photo.

Bush monogement octions

Theprincipalbush management costhas been fencing,
which has been an on-going programme. We are
convinced that the maintenance ofthis healthy bushland
has contributed to our positive financial retums, but it is
very difficult to actually fit dollar figures to it. To take
some examples from the paddocks illustrated in the
photos.

The bushland which surrounds the paddocks on the
west, north and east is on rocky, breakaway country. If
cleared, it would not be productive farmland. As it is, the
bush uses water year-round, and there is some run-off

Fig. 1 1990 phota.
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