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HAVE YOU SEEN HOODED PLOVERS?

The Hooded Plover  is  a b i rd of
coasts and salt lakes in southem
Australia that is rare and declining.
In some areas its range has
contracted and i ts  numbers
dwindled, and now it is estimated
that the total popluation is only
about 5000 birds.

It lives and breeds on beaches
and sal t  lake margins.  I l 's  nest  is
a small scrape on an open beach,
very hard to see because of the
cryptic colouring, but vulnerable
to cats and fbxes.

Birds Australia has a proj ect to
survey for the Hooded Plover.
Although predominantly coastal.
as you can see from the map. lhey
do occur inland. This winter, as
yoLu local  sa l t  lake f i l ls .  have z
look for Hooded Plovers. Contacl
J  u l ie  Raines at  B i rds Austra l ia  anL
she u ill send you recording sheets
and notes on lhe b i rds.  inc luding
ident i f icat ion of  po ss ib ly
confusing species.

Julie Raines: ph/fax 9306 5819 or
email : b irdsw a@s t at'wo n. co m. au

TROUBLED ABOUT
TUARTS? - CALL THE

TRG!

The Tuart Response Group, that
is! Set up after apublic meeting late
last year, this new committee will
seek ways of understanding and
managing the very noticeable Tuart
decline which is occurring in some
areas (notably around Lake Clifton).
A Tuart Stmtegy is being written.
To find out more, and how you can
help, ring the Executive Officer,
Drew Haswell, at the Department of
Conservation and Land Management
on 9334 0369 or
email: drewh@calm.wa.gov.au

CARNABY'S BLACK
COCKATOO PROJECT -

AN UPDATE

Birds Australia has a new,
enthusiast ic  and h ighly
knowledgable Project Officer,
L e o n i e  M c M a h o n ,  w h o  i s
cont inu ing th is  pro ject  uhich a ims
to promote the conservation ofthese
magnificent birds. Next issue,
Leonie willbe givingus more detail,
but in the meantime, if you would
like to know how you can help,
contact:

Leonie McMahon; ph: 9287 2448;
mob: 0438 678 492;
ema i I : Ij mcmah on@b igp ond. com

PAYING
FOR THE BATTLE

AGAINST
WEEDS?

Associate Professor Rick Roush,
CRC for Weed Management, Glen
Osmond, SA, says: "We need to
develop new ways ofresourcing the
battle of invasive plants. I do not
believe that the 'polluter pays'
model will work for them. With
650lo of our weeds introduced as
garden omamentals, many rematn
's leepers '  for  decades before
spreading and becoming a problem.
By then it is often very difficult to
apportion blame. A better system
might be the 'beneficiary pays'
model, by which the importers or
users ofnew species pay into a trust
fund that can be used to offset the
costs they may be imposing on fu ture
generations."

Do you think this is a good idea?

An example of a 'sleepel weed.
Agaponthus, o papular gorden plont
in Austtolia for many yeorc, is now
becoming o teol problem weed in
coasfal areos in Victoriq and NSW. lt is
spreoding from raat clumps ond seeds.

t 8




