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TH ER E  a re  cu r ren t l y  23
I recognised species of lrogs in
the south-west of Western
Australia, with additional species
in the wheatbelt and semi-arid
zone. The great mdjority of these
are endemic (i.e. restricted) to the
south-west and are therefore
unique from a world viewpoint or
indeed from an Australian
perspective. Around the Perth area
there are about nine species that
regularly occur, with a few more
that exist in the hills to the east and
others in the sandplain country to
the north, making a total of 16 in the Perth region.

ln the lakes and swamps of the Swan Coastal Plain
there are six species of frogs that occur and breed
regularly; the calls of these species are likely to be
familiar to anyone who lives in close proximity to a
wetland around Perth. These species are the Moaning
Frog Heleioporus eyrei, the Pobblebonk or Westem
Banjo Frog Limnodynastes dorsalis,the Motorbike Frog
or Westem Green and Golden Bell Frog Liloria moorei,
the Slender Tree Frog Litoria adelaidensis, and two
species of 'floglet', the Pea-rattler or Glauert's Froglet
Crrzia (sometimes Ranidella) glauerti and the Squelching
Froglet Crinia insignifera. Personally I prefer common
names that give some idea about the call of the frog
because each slecies has a unique call thus making
identification possible on this basis, and also because a
frog's call is about all you are likely to observe unless a
thorough search is rnade. Frogs are very cryptic and
often hide amongst vegetation or in burrows - however,
on very wet nights, particularly after the first rains of
autumn, flogs do move about and they are most likely to
be seen at this time.

Hence the reason for this article, in which I want to
talk about a few of the problems that frogs face in their

(new ly  es tab l i shed )  u rban
env i ronmen t .  One  o f  t he  b ig
problems is that when frogs move
around and end up on roads they
tend to get n.m over. Although this
is clearly detrimental to the
individual the effect may be strong
enough to influence entire
populations of frogs at individual
wet lands. Loss of  f rogs is
particularly evident along busy
roads  i n  c lose  p rox im i t y  t o
wetlands, for example along Perry
Lakes Drive, but also near Bibra
Lake .  Mann  ing  Lake  and

Herdsman.
This loss offrogs on roads occurs because ofmovement

anddispersal. Based onthe information we have available
it seems that frogs tend to move into wetlands in the
breeding season, i.e. autumn and winter, and then move
out into surrounding ardas in the non-breeding season,
where they shelter under leaf litter and bark, or in the soil.
It is not just farmers then that wait expectantly for the
first rains after summer - the frogs are also waiting for
sufficient rain to allou them to head back to the swamps
to breed. Based on studies elsewhere the usual scenario
is that males move in first, establish territories (or burrows)
and start calling, and then the females, laden with'
unferrilised eggs. follow. Frogs seem to move a long way
from wetlands, and at sites near Perth have been recorded
from several hturdred metres to over a kilomere from the
neatest wetland. Judging from studies by Ric How (WA
Museum) at Bold Park, in summer the frogs only emerge
and move around immediately following rain, so they are
generally fairly inactive at this time ofyear.

So'what can people do about all these frogs dying on
our roads? Well, the obvious thing to do is to slow down
and keep an eye out on rainy nights, but they are not
always easy to avoid. It may be that Councils should

July 2002 Vol.6, Number 3

, "ontinued on page 3



eZ eood uo suv

alDr-l/q ro 'lounj AeLll eiv
zsl^lplo€ +o  l]odoro sruDllllM alppl uo eerl +ollqoLl ilolrol
.luoculuooru slql ]o .lno Dul6uoq so+old a+ q/v\ eLl+ aro +oqM

nn' npa'oun snuBtc@,tfs
:lrDwa ro glrl t6r6 xn{1qd uo papDtuor
)q uDJ )H s3o4ur tsa.talut lolnttund n qttu ruupsuos
lDtuauuo Aua puo 1st8o1ooz rc s1 splou[ay aa.a1g

('.uor8eu qiled eql
5o sSorg pue sa14deU, 'S661 ''p le qsng ro :runesn6 v,4[
.eerv q ed erll Jo s8org,'7661 'urd:n1 

4r IIec:otreJor
qued punoJe sSorg eq1 lnoqe uoqerrrroJur erour rog)

'spuelle,,ir ueJ,\qJq lueua^ou :telrlroej o1 {e,r
tseg aW ere 'seue 3ur.{1 .lr.oy ur .,{1:elncrged 'uoqela8e,r

Jo sroprJroJ peyegnc dlluanbesuoc sr '.{lrsJelrp rqeueS
'dlrsre,rrporqSo lueuoduoc euo pue 'suorlelndod uee,qeq
a8ueqcxe ousr a:erll leql su€oru srqJ'sp?or ssoJc otr peaJoJ
eJe Jo sesnoq.,{q polcolq ,trou em,{eq1 'lsed eql ur sdrue,trs
uao,^qoq po,^.oru e^eq plnon. s3o4 areql6 seeJe Jeqlo
ruo4 pelelosr ,{1a1e1druoc euoceq (susrueS.ro reqlo pue)
s8o:g 3o suorre;ndod 'Sursnoq ,{q pepuno::ns ouoraq
spuelle^\ uaq,lr leql sr ureyqo;d eql 'de1s pooE 1s:g e eq
ppo,n spuella,tr Surprmorns seere elenbepe Surleel lnq
'op usc e,t\ elull sr oJeql leql suaas 1r pu? uorrcsrueqJn ol
pe1els: ere se8ueqc esequo lsol{ 'q ed punore spuelle,ll
snoJeumu palreJp osl€ seq 'lerluoprseJ ro sped r1s

relea{ '3 e 'sesn puel J€qlo olut uorsJeluoc Jo 'sdrrre,rsJo

e8eurrrp pue 3urree13 'se8pes pue secnsyelatr,.g e1q s1ue1d
e,t4eu re;erd qrrq,la, 'spu€l1el{ mo Jo slu€lqequr 1emteu
oql JoJ rrrooJ olllll e^eol 1nq'oldoed rog leer8 ere ses:e
eseq; spue11:ed olur peps,ruoc sa8uuJ puello,tt eql qlr^{
'spue11e,r .rno;o -,(uerrr Jo .uorlestTeluoureuo, eqt llec I
1eq,,n sr seere,{ueur ur rrJecuor V .,!e3es ur esredsp uec
s3o4 qcrq,,w olur :eggnq e epr,tord seere esaql - rualqo:d
e osl€ sr spu€ltro,r 3ur3uu3 uorlela8e^ Jo ssol eqJ

'qsrqqru pue sruuS 'slrsodep

,{lro qlr-^d p6llg sr tr - :eq1re .,!1enb lseq eq1 go s.(er'r1e
lou Sr SureJp pu€ speoJ ruo.lJ ur spoou leql Jel",{\ aq1
',{lsnor.tq6 'JJorrru pe$aJJur o1 anp lueueuued ,rou are
reurums ur .,{.rp ,{lsnor.terd eren treqt q od punoJe spuelle,^d
dueru leql reayc sr 11 lnq 'peluoun3op 

11e,r 1ou sr sEo;; uo
seq erur8er ralem ur e8ueqc srqlleql F6JJo erlJ spuelle.4\
ur fyyenlue,Le uaql pue sureJp ur dn spue re1e,r eroru 1o1
e a3uarl 'Jele,lt ol elqapuedrur are sgoo: pue sfe,tte,tup
'speoJ osnecoq sJn33o JJoulu peseeJcur eqJ 'spusllenA

3o ,4:eqdued oql punorp peqsrTgelsa ere slueurdole,tep
lsrluaprssJ ueg,^aJJouru ur eseeJcul eql sa^lo^ur essqlJo
lsJg eqJ 'spuelta,,lr 'e r 'olrl s8or; leql seceld aq1 lceg;e
leql suelqordgo qcrmq E osle oJe eJoql'Surssed ur lsnl

'pecnpoJ eq plnoqs re^o uru
?uraq;o secueqc oq1 os pue'eroq1 pnls 1aB 1.uo,tr feql
lseel le tnq sp€ol Sursso:c;o urelqo:d oqt e,^.eq llrts r^\
sSog eq1 'punore a.,loru.(ps?a oro{u u€J s8o{ eql leql
os spuelle,^A punoJ€ pesn 6re sqJe{ Surdols 1eq1 e.rnsue
ol oq otr suaes rualqord sql ol uoqnlos lseldurrs eq1
'popeeq ere deql uaq,,n spuello^{ eq1 qceoJ ot elq€ lou
o:e sSog eq1;o .{u€ru leql sr su"eru sIIt teql6 'esec ,{ue
ut 3tq f:e,r. 1ou ar,.{aql os 'seyue.tnf ere punore Sur,roru
s8o{J eq} Jo ,(uetu leqt sr uosear rorllo eqJ q8rq ,{re,t
doq o1:eadde 1,uop pue leluozuoq eql ur urc Ag - 97 doq
,{1uo pue .pe9r.r-,r.o1s, ,{greg are sSorg 3urueo11 - a13e
le4 IIe eq 01 ure6s l.uop s3o4 ue11z4sny , ueru esneceq
dl1srg 'suoseer 

leroles JoJ oq ol suees srql 'q8rq urcg 1
eq ,{1uo ,{eru sqre{ aqi q8noql ue^o 'sqre1 :e,.'o 1aB o1
'llncgJrp lr pug lsgel le Jo 'olqeun rueas sSog suos 1eq1sr
flluecer ,{Iuo uorlue e drx ol ouloc seq 1eq1 Surqlaruo5

( peo.r
eqlJo eprs roqlo oqt ol pe^oru sr ecueJ eql 'Jele.4d eql tuo{J
de.u.e e,r.oru sSor; eql se 'reef aql ur uo J4e.I e{el lsoJeeu
sql ol p?or eql ssorcu 'ecueJ oql purqeq 1ce1oc 1eq1 s3o4
eql 1e &:ec Sunuour qoee ueql pue 'spuelle,\\ otur u,4aop
.,{,qunoc Surprmorrns ruo4 Sur,roru s8o.rg ploq o1 'peor

e 3o aSpe eq1 uo arh\dg nAolJo seoual gr:p dn 1nd sqn13
.slsrTeJnleN 

'.,{uerurag ut lerll plol ueeq e,req 1) 
'reef

qcee s1q8ru,tre; e .{po:o3 ino o3 o1 d:esseceu eq,{eur
1r q8noqqe 'sueumq JoJ elqelrns eq o1 .(1a111 1ou sr s8o.r.;
01 e,{rcnpuoc reqlee,r'q8noql flelermgo3un s3o4 go
raqunu p a^BS lseJl le llr,tr sJIel .ro sdLle,trs :ql olur pue
speor JJo s3o:; Sur,roru pu€ spuelle,r :esu speor 3uo1e
SuDIlE,,lr uoql uoe{ f11eu ere eldoed;1 Surssorc sesrogol
;o Suru:e,u su8rs s:e ereql se qlrurr 'suosees ureUec
ur lnoqe Sur,roru e.re s3o4 1eq1 elecrpur o1 a8eu8rs lcere

I aSod ao4 pafiultuor

,uaqrs alnpllrL rol pmI alt lo bnatsaaN




