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JF you lived in the Nonhem or
lLastem Wheatbelt half a century

agor you probably didn't need a
barometer  to  forecast  a good
downpour. A sky darkened not bY
clouds but by Carnaby's Black-
Cockatoos was believed to be a good
indicator that rain was on the way. If
few black cockies fly in to herald the
ra in now, i t 's  less to do wi th drought
and more ro do with the changing
fortunes of a species once so plentiful
in number that a govemment bounty
was placed on its head to control its
numbets.

Over  the years s ince then,
widespread c lear ing,  poaching,
shoot ing-  and increasing com pet  i t  ion
from other species have all taken
thei r  to l l  on the wor ld 's  only
population of Carnaby's Black-
Cockatoo, CalyptorhYnchus
latirostris (Camaby's). In the past
45 years the cockatoo 's  populat ion
is estimatedto have more thanhalved

.and the species is now listed as
endangered and likely to become
extinct. It is already locally extinct
ln some areas.

In 1999, in an effort to Prevent
the cockatoo 's  ext inct ion,  the
Carnaby 's  Black-Cockatoo
Recovery Team wrote a recovery
plan for the years 2000-2009. The
recovery team consists of members
f rom severa l  profes s ional
organizat ions,  inc luding Bi rds
Australia, DCLM, CSIRO and WA
l\4useum, and a landholder r.r ho is
successfu l ly  conserv ing and
developing Camaby's habitats.

Cornoby's ond Boudin's
Camaby's is closely related to

Baudin 's  Black-Cockatoo,
Calyptorhynchus baudinii
(Baud in's ). Both species are endemic
to the southwest of WA, both are
no$ threalened wi th er t inct ion,  and
both look v imral ly  ident ica l .  In  lact .
they were initially considered to be
the same species.  The marn
physiological difference between
them is that Baudin's has a longer,
narrower upper  mandib le than
Camaby's.

A good knowledge of  the
differences in their feeding habits
and calls is useful in telling the two
species apart, as is an awateness of
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their preferred ranges. The range of
Camaby's stretches from the Lower
Murchison River, down along the
west coast, across to Esperance and
inland to such places as Coorow,
Kellerbenin, Lake Grace and Lake
Cronin. Camaby's congregate in
large feeding flocks in coastal
regions over summel and autumn,
sometimes sharing the range of
Baudin 's ,  especia l ly  in  Pine
plantations.

Baudin's has a smallerrange than
Camaby's, being found just to the
nodh-east of Perth and then south
through to Albany. It resides
throughout the year in areas that
receive an average annual rainfall
of750 mm and above. CamabY's,
on the otherhand, disperses out into
the wheatbelt at the onset of winter
to breed, typically in regions that
receive an average annual rainfall
of between 300-750 mm.

Breeding ogoinst the
ooos

Camaby's tend to mate for life
and the same pairs retum Year after
year to the same breeding grounds
and often the same hollows. Over
the months that follow, the battle to
successfully fledge a chickis fought.
I t 's  a  bat t le  lhe species as a whole is
losing. The odds are stacking uP
against it on several fronts.

Camaby's rely on several very
different habitats during the
breeding season. They nest in the
large hollows of mature eucalyPt
species, in parlicular, salmon gum,
Eucalyptus salmonophloia, and
wandoo, -d. wandoo, bttt breeding
has also been reported in other
species including red morrell, E.
longicornis, York gum, .8.
loxophleba. and mani. Corymbio
calophyl la .  Carnaby 's  feed in
shrubland or kwongan heath on
insect larvae and seeds from native
species such as banksia, grevillea,
hakea, dryandra and marri. It has
also adapted to feeding on
introduced species including pines,
wild geranium (also called erodium
or corkscrew) and wild radish. In
some places, these have become
important food sources in the
absence of it's native food.

Research by CSIRO has shown
feeding habitats must be in close
prox imi ty  to  the breeding s i te  ( ie

' 
within 20 km) forbreeding success.
The female lays up to two eggs
though it is rare for two chicks to
fledge unless there is a good and
constant source offood nearbY. In
many areas the second egg will not
even get a chance to hatch, or if it
does, the second chick dies in the
first couple of days.

The male feeds the female while
she broods the eggs and during the
firstweeks ofthe chicks' lives. The
further the male has to fly for food,
lhe more energy it requires of hirn
and the less he has to take back to
the lemale and the raPid lY grou ing
chick. In this instance the female
must leave the nest sooner in order
to maintain her own health, leaving
the chick vu lnerable and less l ike ly
to survive to fledging.

conlinued on page 5



Wesrcrn Wtldlif! I ul o, No 3

JF 1ou l ived in  the \onhem or
lEasrem Wheatbelt half a century

agor you probably didn't need a
barometer  to  forecast  a good
downpour. A sky darkened not bY
clouds but by CarnabY's Black-
Cockatoos was believed to be a good
indicatorthat rain was on the way. If
few black cockies fly in to herald the
ra in now, i t 's  less to do wi th drought
and more to do with the changing
fortunes of a species once so plentiful
in number that a govemment bounty
was placed on its head to control its
numbets.

Over  the years s ince then,
widespread c lear ing,  poaching,
shoot ing.  and increasingcompet i t ion
from other species have all taken
thei r  to l l  on the wor ld 's  onlY
population of Carnaby's Black-
Cockatoo, CalyptorhYnchus
latirostris (Camaby's). In the past
45 years the cockatoo's population
is estimatedto have more than halved

.and the species is now listed as
endangered and likely to become
extinct. It is already locally extinct
ln some areas.

In 1999, in an effort to Prevent
the cockatoo 's  ext inct ion,  the
Carnaby 's  Black-Cockatoo
Recovery Team wrote a recovery
plan for the years 2000-2009. The
recovery team consists of members
f rom severa l  profes s ional
organizat ions,  inc luding Bi rds
Australia, DCLM, CSIRO and WA
l\4useum, and a landholder r.r ho is
successfu l ly  conserv ing and
developing Camaby's habitats.

Cornoby's ond Boudin's
Camaby's is closely related to

Baudin 's  Black-Cockatoo,
Calyptorhynchus baudinii

lBaud in's t. Both species are endemic
to the southwest of WA, both are
now threatened with extinction, and
both look v imral ly  ident ica l .  In  lact .
they were initially considered to be
the same species.  The marn
physiological difference between
them is that Baudin's has a longer,
narrower upper  mandib le than
Camaby's.

A good knowledge of  the
differences in their feeding habits
and calls is useful in telling the two
species apafi, as is an awareness of

CARNABY'S
BLACK-

COCKY IN CRI
COCKATOO:A

SIS
Leonie McMahon

Heads of Carnoby's Cackatao (A) ond
Boudin's Cackatoa (B) (J. Dorne )
frcm WA BirdsVoll, Johnstone and Slarr'

theii preferred ranges. The range of
Camaby's stretches from the Lou er
Murchison River, down along the
west coast, across to EsPerance and
inland to such places as Coorow,
Kellerbenin, Lake Grace and Lake
Cron in. Camaby's congregate in
large feeding flocks in coastal
regions over summer and autumn,
sometimes sharing the range ot
Baudin 's ,  especia l ly  in  Pine
plantations.

Baudin's has a smallerrange than
Camaby's, being tbund just to the
nodh-east of Perlh and then south
through to Albany. It resides
throughout the year in areas that
receive an average annual rainfall
of750 mm and above. CamabY's,
on the otherhand, disperses out into
the wheatbelt at the onset of winter
to breed, typically in regions that
receive an average annual raintall
of between 300-750 mm.

Breeding ogoinst the
ooos

Camaby's tend to mate for life
and the same pairs retum Year after
year to the same breeding grounds
and often the same hollows. Over
the months that follow, the battle to
successfully fledge a chickis fought.
It's a battle the species as a whole rs
losing. The odds are stacking uP
against it on several fronts.

Camaby's rely on several very
different habitats during the
breeding season. They nest in the
large hollows of mahne eucalypt
species, in parlicular, salmon gum,
Eucalyptus salmonophloia, and
wandoo, E. wandoo, bttt breeding
has also been reported in other
species including red morrell, E.
longicornis, York gum, E.
loxophleba. and mani. Corymbio
calophylla. CarnabY's feed tn
shrubland or kwongan heath on
insect larvae and seeds fiom native
species such as banksia, grevillea,
hakea, dryandra and marri. It has
also adapted to feeding on
introduced species including pines,
wild geranium (also called erodium
or corkscrew) and wild radish. In
some places, these have become
important food sources in the
absence of it's native food.

Research by CSIRO has shown
feeding habitats must be in close
prox imi ty  to  the breeding s i te  ( ie

' 
within 20 km) forbreeding success.
The female lays up to two eggs
though it is rare for two chicks to
fledge unless there is a good and
constant source offood nearbY. In
many areas the second egg will not
even get a chance to hatch, or if it
does, the second chick dies in the
first couple of days.

The male feeds the female while
she broods the eggs and during the
firstweeks ofthe chicks' lives. The
further the male has to fly for food,
the more energy it requires of him
and the less he has to take back to
the lemale and the raPid lY grou ing
chick. In this instance the fernale
must leave the nest sooner in order
to maintain her own health, leaving
the chick vu lnerable and less l ike ly
to survive to fledging.

conli ued on page 5



^o^fcN qD.ips :oloLld

iuospes $pl olls 6ul$au p sp 60l uelp! p u! ^ ollotl
sI[ osn sqJnoLujotl ^u/ olpeqclo/ DuoteHlWJa s.ioAD.iJUowls puD AeW

jdn Llolq eq o+ e^pq +,uop s/v\olloH

woc puodBtq@uo1orucw[1

ltDaa 
'(tryo a,rD slloJ

stnoq .ta{o) Z6?819 gtfl :allqory
'8rrz 18z6 :auoqd'uoqDw)w
a1uoa7 ',tat1[o patotd aq1 wo.tl
paulDlqo aq uD) stDttqDq oopl)o)
-4cn1g s, tqnu.n3 lo uotlot.osuoc
puo tss[otd sqt rnoqo uoltoutlolul
nqLtnl pun spaLls uoltD^rasqo

'eloq,^A e s3

lueuruoJrlue eq1 pue sarceds :eq1o
ol uo ̂ rog Ilr,{ tnq 's,,{qeu:e3 lsrsse
,,{yuo 1ou 1y,tr sernseeur uorleAJesuoo
esegl legl elou 01 lu€godrur sr 11

'selerueg Surpaag spJrq eleru
ro's,rollor{ 8ur.^.ee1 pue Suuetrue
:o Sur,treqc se qcns f1r,r.r1ce
Surpa:rq 'su:a11ed tq8rg rBInFer
'o^eol ^eql ueq,r 'oceld rno,{
1e e,tu:e ,{eq1 .reaf eq1 go eurrl
eql 3e 's.,,(qeu:e3 

Jo morleqeq
eql Surproce: pue Sur,tresqg <

'f 1rn1ed:ed ur pe1ca19:d
eq o1 acuecgru?rs Surpsag pue
Surpee:qgoslelqeqBurlueua.to3 <

'sercads pee; alqelrns
qlr./n s"ere 3ur1e1a3a,ter :o

/pue qsnq lu€uurer JJo Surcueg <
'rncco ol uorlele8e,,ler

Iemleu n olle pue uorlereue8ep
u^\.op ,rc.ols ol Surpeorq roJ pasn
sldfyecne go spuels JJo Surcueg <

'ssarcns Surpaarq Sursearcur

;o .{e,n e,rrtcege ue eq o1 pe,to:d

seq sq1 paerq s.,{qerrreJ ereq,tt
seere ur lorluoc ropun s? aJo3
pepq-3uo1pue sqeleg Surdee; <

's,rlolloq a^Bq
leql seerl peep Surpuels 8ur,tee1 <

:apnlcut eseqJ op ue: nod
s8urql lere.tes e.le ereql ,{gedord
:no.{ uo Surpasrq s,.,{qeure3
lslss€ ot qsr,u no,{ plnoqs puel
ele,r.uduo uorlele8el lueuuler ur em
sels Surpeerq luecgru8rs ,{uetraq

'sarns€er[ uotle^Josuoc
ur lsrsse ol sdno:3 uoqe,uasuoc
Su4srxe q1r,u Sursrely pue sdnor8
uorlce ,{lrunruruoc Suqsqqelsg <

'I"ArArns

rurel-8uo1 ernsue ol so.rns€aru
uor l€AJosuoc Surqsr lqe lsg <

'esooqJ

os ̂ eqlJl spJrq eql tsrsse ol,{\oq

Josrrploqpuslete,rr:d8urur:oyu1 <'ere solrs Surpaag Surpuodsarroc
Jreql oJoq,,rt. pue Surpeerq

111s ue {eql ereq,r Sururegecsy <
',{q.& puB 'pore8uBpue

er€ sootellJoJ-Ice1g s,,{qeue3
teqi tceJ orll o1 eldoed Sutgeyy <

:spnlcur esaqJ 'srure 
Iereles s€q

1ca[o:d eq1 1gp aql ruog Surpuq
qtrL,t\ cul VAI elTerlsny sprg dq uru

aar|.,S {qptru )oIpuDj )rttr t) t\ aN

, aBDd ulott panutuo?

Sureq flluermc sr rue-6o.r6.,{-ra,Locsg
oqr ,{q polroddns lcaford y

'JeAATOJ

seDIS rno ruo{ (,{pamb ,{1pm1eu-un
.,{es lq8nu ewos) Suueeddesrp ruo:g
',,(1tu.re; Sunure; e ,{ueu ,{q pa,ro1
os '.plqured, 'urlr el ssrurloruos
'pnol  seur lauos 'eBrel  srql
lus,rard o1 1oo;e ere se,{oru Jeqlo

sppo eLl+ ouruegoqS
'1e1:eu eq1 3ur1e1n3e: ur

pepre osle seq Surlset VNCIJo luo^pe
eq1 'secud 1eryeru 1celq u.uop Suuq
o11eryeu eql Surpoog le peure 9661
acurs ruerSold SurpoeJq e,r.rldec e
pelcnpuoc seq 1r'{"I3q 

'semg sarceds
sqt ra8urp reqloue sr '.{yleuorleurelur

pue ,{1eco1 qtoq 'telreru 
1celq oql

uo sp;rq e8ec se plos pue p6re6r eq ol
s33a pue slcrqc pp,Lr.;o Surqceo6

',nou pelcelo:d
eie spuels 3ur1s1xo sselun rscrsg
uolo oq llr,tr uollrledtuoc eql pue
Je,.rroJ uele eq 1lu. {aql emirg oql
uI Jecr€cs Sururoceq eft s,r{olloq
teql sr aurT ruoltoq eq1 'ueqt ecelde:
uec uo4erouo8sr le.rqeu ueql ,{11crnb
oJour :eJ sueddeq e:g pue.Qrulles
'uors€Aur pae,lt'8urz€J8'8ulreelc
q8no.rql s1d,(pcne Jo pu€ts elq€lrns
e go uorlereue8ep eqJ 'erp eJoul
,{ueru e3z srql saqcesr 1eq1 ee4 fue,r.e
JoC oolelcoc e3.re1 e ,{q parrnba:
ozrs arlt Jo ,^ olloq e loddns o1
q8noue a3:e1 are ,{aql eJoJoq plo sJ€e,{
peJpunq e ueql oJour .{11ensn ere saerl
'peEals ro parlmq uasq Jo 'uolleJ

e,teq feu ueql Surureluoc see.r1
sql ro 'pe8eurep ueeq:o pelaeue8ep
e,Leq .,{eru s,uo1loq 'flpuo4rppy

's,nolloq 
lsuorltp€r1 re,to 3ur1e1

osle eJe seSq I€JoJ sBeJB euros ur
pue s..{qeu:e3 .{q perno^eJ s,lrolloq
ur tsau osle llrnp pll^ go serceds

I€Je^es Surpnlcur'serceds prrq.reqlg
'seeJe,t\eu osruoloJ .,(llnJssoJrns
ot sellaror pue srlelu8 pelqeue seq lr
's,fqeure3 o1 leluerur4ep pe,tord seq
puelurreJ 3o dn Suruedo 6qt ellrll\
' tolnu4sod orynto3'sEIIaJoJ pellq
-3uo1 pue 'D tdD)rasot DryD)D)
'sqeleg e,rrsserSSB oJour eql ol
snAollorl roql 8urso1 e.re s,,{qeu;e3
',,(lSursuercuJ spunor8 Surpeeg
Jo{uruns rreq} uro{ urnler ,{eq1 ueq,,n
Suqet oql roJ eroql sr rred eqt yo
.{:es:nu pe::e;e:d oql teql serunserd

1e 1e eceld s1e1 uec Surlseu 1eq1

l


