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HONEY POSSUM
HEAVEN!

OSS and Kit Backhouse are
farmers atNarrikup in the south

coast region. They have installed
about 5 ha ofnative plant species to
pick for the commercial flower
market.

Ross delights in some of.the
special experiences he has with
wildlife that now live within the
f lower p lantat ion.  One of  h is
favourite times is when he comes
across honey possums still feeding
on the flowers (even when the sun is
quite high in the sky). Ross noticed
that if the wind is blowing down-
wind from his approach they don't
smell him coming and he can watch
them for quite some time feeding on
the flowerheads. Thepossums show
no fear and hop quite happily onto '

Ross's hands allowing him to have
a good look at each one of them.

The pic shows Ross standing next to
one ofthe scarletbanksias they have
planted. Unusually these banksias
were still flowering in mid March
on their property.

So here is an instance where a
commercial plantation of native
flora has a very definite beneflt to
native fauna!

Sylvia Leighton
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the level of the diversion dam
constant so that water can be diverted
i n  t o  d i s l r i b u t a r y  c h a n n e l s  f o r
irrigation while also allowing some
water to be released all the time into
the lower Ord. Thus, the wild river
that boasted roaring floods in the
wet season and retrealed to a series
of big pools during the dry, now
flows perpetually andno longersees
those huge floods that stripped
vegetation from all but the higher
banks. To be sure, there are still
floods but they are modest by old
standards, even when the spillway
overflows and all the excess has to
be released. This newfound stability
has a l lowed pro l i f ic  r iver ine
vegetation to develop. In ium, it
has provided habitat for many
animals that were rare or absent
before the dams.

The moral of this story? Please
treasure your old photographs,
particularly ones that depict some
feature that can be identified, so

that you or others can re-visit the
spot and take another photo.ofthe
same view. Better still, have a copy
made that can be archived by a
historical society or a DCLM office
in the area where you took the photo
in the first place. Maybe, even the
Battye Library. We found some
very valuable photos there.
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why cormoronts perch with thet wings oufspreod?

They ore drying their feothers. Cormoronts ore
strong swimmers ond hunt thek prey undeMoter,

Their plumoge is not woter-repellent, so without
ojr trqpped belween the feothers they qre less
buoyant qnd so con swim underwoier more eosily,
Butthefeothers need to be dried off between swims,
It's olso possible thot the sun's heot helps to control
skin porosites.
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