
\ l  /OULD t l t is  be lour  react ion
Y V  i l l  o u  u e r e  n o t i f i e d  t h a t  y o u

have gotral e flora on yourproperly'l
I t  shouldn ' t  be.  This  ar t ic le
d iscusses some of  the issues
surrounding rare flora and its
protection, and explains whY rare
i'lora is not the imPediment that
sorne land rnanagers perceive lt to
be.

Western Australia has some
12000 to 13000 species of f1ora,
and the south west is one of the
megadiverse flora hotspots of the
world. UnfotlunatelY, this area of
great floral diversity is also the
region of greatest development, and
hence land clearing and loss of
habitat. The end result is that
Western Austra l ia  has a large
number ofrate flora sPecies, either
due to natural rarity because of the
diversity of species, or because of
the destruction ofmuch ofthe habitat
in which they once occured.

One of  the resul ts  of  the
corre lat ion between the f lora l
diversity ofthe south west, and the
agricultural and urban development
that has occurred in this area, is that
a large number of  rare f lora
populations occllr on private land
l n  l a c t ,  2 0 0 ,  o i ' t h e r n  d o .  P r i r a t e
land owners thus have an inportant
role to play in ensuring that our
flora is conset"''ed.

There are many leasons to
protectthese rare plant species, from
economic to aesthet ic ,  and
maintenance of biological processes
to philosophical. Suffice to say that
our flora is a valuable asset that we
should not let slip awaY so that
future generations cannot have the
benefits that our flora brings.

Our flora is protected through a
nurnber of different Pieces of
legislation that approach the issue
liom different perspectives:

the Soil and Land Conservation
Act  (adminis tered bY the
Department  of  Agr icu l ture)
recognises the ro le that
vegetation plays in Preventing
soil and land degradation, and
hence provides for vegetation
protection for this putPose;
the Country Areas Water SuPPIY
Act (administered bY the Water

flola' is the equivalent to 'threatened

flora' in international terminology
There are curreltly 364 species of
flora declared as rare (16 of these
being presumed to be extinct).

When a species is declared as
rare,  the Act  prov ides sPecia l
protection to the flora, in that it may
only be 'taken' with the permission
of the Minister. 'Taki;rg' includes
any act that may affect the Plant,
including destroying it, Picking a
piece, burning the plant, or allowing
slock to graze rhem. This  aPPl ies
equally to Crown land and Private
land; to govetnment emPloYees and
private landowners; and to land
developers and research scientists.

So on the t-ace of it, having rare
flora on l our properly Inay appear lo A
b e  a n  e n c u r n b r a n c e  b u t i s i t  r e a l l y )  V

Ifyou own rural land in the south
west, it is probable thatyourpropelty
has now been cleared to the extent
that it is going to be. This maY be
because that is the way You want lt,
or because you are aware that any
I u r t h e r  c l e a r i n g  u  i l l  r e s u l t  i n
incleased land degradation (and
hence ultimately lost production) on
yoru property, or because of the
increased restrictions being inT posed
on land clearing due to regional land
degradation problerns. There are
ma y reasons to Preserve the
vegetat ion remain ing on YoLl r
properly, not onlybecause itprovides
your land with shelterand protection
iiom land degradation (salinity, I
waterlogging and erosion), but also
because it enhances the aesthetlc
appeal of the land and Provides a
link to the natural environment in
which you live.

As ifthere arenot enough reasons
to protect vegetation, the presence
of rare flora enhances the speclal
character or the area, and Provides
an added j r rs t i f icat ion lor  har ing
retained that'bit ofbush'. ln many
situations, it becomes a reason to
keep an area of bushland that You
were going to retain anYhow !

But what impositions are Placed
on a landowner with rare flora?
Essentially the legislation states that
you cannot  take i t  wi thout
permission. This does not imPose a
great burden, as it does not requ[e

OH NO!! RARE
FLORA!!

The Magumber Bell ,
Dorwin o corneo, exisls
oniy an ptivdt'e pro?ertY
o t  Magumber  and

Magoet Piercni Narragtn

Resinaus povetty bush,
Eremph lo vernicosoo ms,
wos known anly rtom o
pressed speclmen
ca l l ec t ' ed  i n  1934  bY
Chorles Gordner ond
William Blockoll and wos
presumed ext ' incl unti l
cl iscavered tn c] Dusn
remnanf on Kolhie &Jock
slone's farm near
Marchagee in 1998

a n d  R i v e r s  C o m m i s s i o n )
protec l .  vegela l  ion to p lotcct  o t l r
drinking water; and

> the Environmental Protectlon
A c r  ( a d r n i n i \ l e r e d  b Y  t h c
Department of Environmental
Protection) provides for overall
vegetat ion protect ion and
prevents s igni l icant
envirolmental impacts.
But  i t  is  the Wi ld l i f 'e

Conservation Act that Provides
specillc protecl ion lo rare flora. Th is
Act  is  adminis tered bY the
Depaftment of Conservation and
Land Management.

The Wildlife Conservation Act
a l lows the Min is ter  for  the
Environment to declare a species of
nat i \  e  l lora lo  be ' rare l ' lora '  i f  i t  is
either likely to become extinct, ls
rare, or is otherwise in need of
special protection. This term 'rare
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the land manager to go out and
undertake any par t icu lar
management actions. The land
remains the owner's, and the owner
cannot be forced to do any action,
other than protect the iare flbra.
This may require lencing the bush
to stop the flora being grazed, but
assistance can be provided to help
with the fencing. The protection of
the bush will also have the added
advantage ofkeeping it healthy and
functioning to provide the many
benefits to the rest of the propeffy.

Ofcourse we know thatbushland
sometimes needs management, such
as weed control, or regeneration
buming to keep ithealthy buthow
can this be done if the rare flora
cannot be 'taken'? In situations
such as this, the land manager may
apply to the Minister, through the
Department of Conservation and
Land Management, for a pemit to
take rare flora. The application rs
assessed and if the rare flora will

not be damaged, or will regenerate,
especially if this will benefit the
conservation of the rare flora, then
a permit may be issued. The
objective of rare fl ora conservation
is not to lock these populations up,
but to have them managed in such a
way that they remain healthy, and
hopefully increase in size.

The Department will provide
advice on the appropr ia te
management of rare flora (and its
bushland habitat), and if requested,
may a lso ass is t  landouners in  th is
management through recovery
teams that  are establ ished to
coordinate the management ofrare
flora in the regions of the south
west. Contact your LFW Offtcer or
localDepartmental offi ce for fui1her
information.

In most situations, therefore, the
presence ofrare flora does not pose
an encumbrance to a property owner ,
but rnay help the owner in obtaining
advice or assistance in managing

the bush. By knowing where these
populations are, the Deparfinent can
gain further information on the
ecology and management needs of
the species, and be able to better
manage the species as a whole to
ensure i ts  conservat ior .
Landowners are thus encouraged to
report to the Department any
suspected (or known) occurrences
of rare flora on their propefty, so
that the appropriate protection and
management of the flora can be
arranged, and our floral heritage
preserved.

Ken Atkins is Principql Botanist at
t he D epart me nt of C o n s et"v cttion and
Land Management, Kensington.
Besides rare Jlora, he is also
responsible for overseeing a wide
variety of offresene conservalion
progrommes, including Land for
Wildlife. Ile can be contacted on
9334 0125. Rare flora queries to
Mike O'Donoghue, 9334 0422. l
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l / . ' rS lRO c l imate sc ient isrs  are
\ . . , i n v e s t i g a t i n g  w h e t h e r  a
c l imate shi f t  has led to lhe long-
term decline in rainfall that the
south-west of WA is currently
experiencing. They have identifi ed
a decl ine in  ra in la l l  s ince the I950s,
down to 20o o lower than the nom L
for the first halfofthe 201r,century
One consequence o l  th is  is  a 400 o
reduction in in flow to Penh's dams.

It appears that a clearly
discemable climate shift tookplace
in the mid lq70s.  The r ropica l
Pacific warmed abruptly and
stayed warm, and there was a
sudden warming in sea surface
temperatures in the Indian Ocean
This has led to more frequent,
persistent and intense El Nifros,
and l 'ewer La Ni i ias.  For thesourh-
$est- Lhis means more dr1 days. as
h i g h  p r e s s u r e  a i r  c e l l s  c a u s e
moisture-bear ing a i r  s t reams lo
miss the continent.

This new climate pattern appears
to be linked to the behaviour of El
Ni io  and the Antarcr ic  Osci l la t ion
Index. During wetter cycles this
index is negative, but since the mid-
lq70s ir has swung ro positive. giving
T o n e s  o f  h i g h e r  t h a n  u s u a l  a i r
pressufe over the southem Indran
and Pacific oceans.

So, is this a natural cycle, or a
greenhouse-induced one? Could be
either - time will tell. What we do
know is that, if it continues, it will
lead to less effective rainfall, less
runofl to dams, more extreme fire
weather days and an extended high
fire danger season.

From an article by Bryson Bates in
CSIRO's "Land and Water Link"
No 12, 2002.
For .further information, contact:
brys o n. bates @cs iro. au

IESS RAIN IN THE SOUTH-WEST? TOOLIBIN IAKE
WINS

NATIONAT
SALINITY PRIZE!

r l :HE Tool ib in  Lake Sal in i ry
I  Management  Strategl  u  as

awarded the National Salinity
- Prize, which comes with $30,000.

This award is sponsored by the
Inst i lu t ion of  Engineers A ust ra l ia ,
the Murray Dar l ing Basrn
Commission and the National
Action Plan for Salinity and Water
Quality.

Congratulations to all those
involved in the Toolibin Lake
Recovery Team, to the local
landholders and to everyone who
have given dedicated service and
commltment to conseNing thls
valuable ecosystem in the
Wheatbelt.
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