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Each time I am in the field I am
constantly on the lookout for the
pollinators of camivorous plants -
strangely, a rarely observed event.
Very little is known about the
pollinalors of these plants and it is
always aprivilege to view pollinators
at work when they are encountered.

The insect pollinators I have
witnessed pollinating carnivorous
plants in south-west Western
A.ostralia are B ombyllid flies. These
same insects are also pollinators
of many Stylidium species
(triggerplants), a genus of plants
commonly found in the same habitats
as most carnivorous plants
throughout south-west Western
Australia.

At many locations I have
observed floral mimicry between a
lriggerplant, Stylidium repens and a
pygmy sundew Drosera parvula.
Even though the triggerplant has a
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4-lobed laterally paired flower and
the sundew a 5- lobed c i rcu lar
flower, both species are clearly
mimicking eachother. Each species
has small bright white flou ers with
red spotmarks neartheirpetalbases
It is conceivable that these two
unrelated plant species too maybe
using the services of the same
pollinator.

lf the same pollinalor serviced
these t\ao unrelated species. pollen
would be dabbed onto its body in
two segregated zones. In the case
of the triggerplant because of its
column length and position, the
pollen wouldbe placed on the upper
parts the pollinalor's body. The
sundew's pollen would be smeared
onto the pollinator's belly from the
5 erecl anthers as it sipped nectar
from around the base ofthe ovary
The placement of each species'
pollen onto segregated areas ofthe

same pollinator's body would insure
that each species does not dilute the
other's pollen patch. This also
insures pollen in these segregated
patches will be delivered to the
correct species' stigma"/s.

On an expedition in June 1995 to
the remote region of the Kimberley,
at a beautiful location on the banks
of Grevillea Creek on Beverley
Spr ings cat t le  s tat ion,  I  was
privileged to see two noteworthy
events, one of a pollinator at work
on a camivorous plant the other an
unusual flowering phenomenon.
Here, in a wet, very rich in different
species herb-field, many different
camivorous plants grew together.
The fo l lowing species were
recorded: Drosera indica (3 forms);
D. burmanni; D. ordensis; D.
petiolaris ; Utricularia antennifera ;
U. caerulea; U. chrysantha; U.

fistulosa; U. lasiocaulis; U. limosa;
U. aff. Ieptoplectra; U.
quinquedentata; Byblis filfolia as
well as a number of Stylidium
species, S. costulatum; ,S.
fissilobium; S. J'lumenense;
S.claytonioides ; S. pachyrhizum; S.
quadrificatum; S. schizanthum; and
S. semipartitum.

At this location there were three
clearly different Drosera indica
'species'. One species had rcddish
foliage and large mauve flowers
with yellow stamens. A second
species also with reddish foliage
and orange flowers with yellow
stamens. The third species in this D.
indica complex was the green
foliaged densely glandular white
flowered species bearing large
blood-red cobra-ho o ded -  I  ike
stamens. No hybrids between these
individuals were found. I have
obsewed these same species as well
as other combinations of ihese and
yet olher species o I D. indica within
the same habitat at numerous othcr
locations throughout tropical
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