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USTRAIIANS have two impulses towards the
coast: they want to preserve it, and they want to

possess it. They want to keep it unspoilt and beautiful,
the wildemess which they knew as kids or which they
still seek out in national parks and forests and secluded
beaches. And yet Australians also want to use it; for
holidays, for living, for entertainment, for tourism, for
work. . . . ' *

Our beguiling coastline, 12,000 kilometres of it, is
extraordinarily difficult to bring into focus, including as
it does the tropical, rugged Kimberley to the north, flats
and estuaries with l0 metre tides and mangroves at the
Fitzoy River, dry salfladen regions with coral reefs at
the westem extremity of the state, to the gentler south
west with winter rain, then the granite cliffs and domes
that dominate parts of the south and finally the coastal
sand plain and limestone of the westem Bight. This
coastal zone is a dlmamic strip oferosion and deposition,
cyclones and salt, wild winds and great dryness. And
except for the south west, it is scarcely populated.

Perhapstheplants ofthe coast ale easierto encompass,
although their form and design vary to accommodate this
most challenging range ofenvironments, and only a few
species occur throughout the region. The plants ofsandy
areas, beaches and dunes, exemplifu the extraordinary
capabilities ofcoastal plants. Here the sands move with
the wind, stom events can eliminate a dune ovemight,
soils are very low in nutrients, salt spray is a constant
factor and heat can be extreme. But these plants not only
tolerate these conditions, they require them, and usually
they can grow nowhere else. Some species that grow on
the shifting sands and foredunes beside the beaches have
their seeds spread by the ocean, such as the pantropical
Beach Morning Glory (Ipomoea pes-caprae sttbsp
brasiliensis) to the north. Some species accommodate
rapid deposition or erosion of sand around them, as do
Spinifex longifolius and, S. hirsutus (true spinifexes, not
the widespread Porcupine Grasses ofthe outback). Heat
can be countered with strategies such as hairiness, shiny
leaves, or loss ofleaves altogether; and salt with fleshy
growth, excretion of salt onto leaves, concentration of
salt in certain parts which are discarded. Comparatively
few species populate the foredunes, but further back
where the dunes are more stable, there is greater diversity.
The vast majority of species continue to be perennial,
providing all-season cover for the sandy substrate.

In rocky areas species that are tolerant of salt spray
overhang the seaside cliffs, but there can be considerable
plant diversity very close to the ocean on these more
stable substrates.
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The coastline is nahlrally in a state offlux, particularly
sandy parts, with dunes changing and patches of bare
sand appearing and disappearing seasonally and in the
longer term. It is plants that provide the stabilizing force,
preventing erosion, ard revegetating denuded areas.

The coast is perfect and needs no management.
As we embrace this paradise, perhaps Australia's

greatest asset, for houses and resorts, but equally for
wildemess time and beach access, its character changes.
Tea rooms and parking places, icecreams and the smell
of coconut oil are treasured parts of the Australian
experience. But throughout the State every bay and
promontory is explored in the search for beauty and
sometimes isolation. This sharing of the commonage is
a right to be defended, but we need protection from
destroying what we love; from the sorrow of a retum
visit to find shady groves denuded or bumt and tracks
scribbling throughout coastal heath and cliff tops, the
paths widened and shifted as drivers and walkers sought
purchase on new plants.

oSpinifex longifolius, (illustration : E, Rippey)

continued o page 7



( eoq+nD euDs eq+ Iq ,,spuolsl puD

+sDo3 r.]irad eq+ ]o s+uDld" to uol+lpe pes!^er D s! slqD
'sDulmolp

rnolocrelD/v\ qredns puo uol+orxrolu! enl+dlrJsep qll/v\
'vM lo reuro3lsoM r-l+nos oq+lo saunp lD+sDoJ er[uo
oq+,ro Droll 3r.l+ uo uol+ourJolu! sulo+uo3 looq eql

'sserd vMn g00z 3ec :qnd
'puol/v\oal oroqroS puD Aeddlu rl+eqozlll Iq

.,uo!6ad
lso/$ qFos oql puo rll€d :sluDld lDlsDoc. poau no^

.SlN\'Id
IV]SVOC AIIIN]CI 01 INVM

(ueae qtpg :ototld) 4JDwueO )oeu
' N uru)pn9 Jo uo ollllqDqa ounp uo Au!lo/'\ s.to4unpA

'sluola 
lDlsDo) u! lsalaru!

n1nn1,nd o qltu 1s4,u pun 61un1oq n s1{addry q1aqoz11g

'D aquDJ
'a4d-tag 3qqs11qn4 laoD umlo.4sny 'loder 

U€rp
, rmbug auoT lelseo) uo6stuuoJ Juawssassv a",mosaY

an'aldoad plsooa 1uaofiq 7667 .rc8atgc1u Bru3 *

'}uelue8€u?ru peeu eldoed fluo ipeped sr lseoc eq1
'slrqep JoJ porp€oJddu eq uec ereclseoJ rllr-ar srolelrTrc"J

lelseoJ'sermosl?colauosuo.gs"II5]\s€'slueuIlue,4.oc
elels pue qllee,{\uoluluoc eql urou elqBlr€^e
osF sr uoB?llllq?qsJ I?lseo3 JoJ EurprmJ luelueS"ueur
ss€cce prJe uo4?aJceJ pu€ eSeu8rs earlelfuglur 'l?Aoruer

pee^{ roJ senbruqset slse88ns pue suorSeJorq olur lsBoc
uellellsnv Iuelsela eql sepr^rp srql 'erqrn4selJul

puB Suruu€ldJo luer4mdeq aq1,tq reed slgt lno lnd uoeq
serl IBrureI/{ luerua8euelq pue 3muue14 letseoJ V

'selqcefqo cutceds qlt, A 'uoJJa

uuel Suol e errnber .,{eu Surpeerrr 1nq '(;esrge.r uepre8
qI.& peusodep 'eJoqseroJ u?qmqns euo uo s,te8y pue
ree4.,(T)Icudgo se,roJ8Jo osec orD ur se) eg€ts '{lree ue 1€
euop;r aldurrs sq,(eru saroods petnpo4ulJo leloure1 

BH
ua\o neql ul speea{ Sunuoceq pue qsnq Surprmorms ir11
Surpu,rur ,{q;eu8 esruc rrec eseql w serceds pacnpo4ur
3ur, nor8-1se; SursnJo uo4e1duiel aql ol qumccns ol lou
tueUodu sr ll sermp erD uo punoJ seneds ,(urur flddns

. pu? .glluepl uBc serJesJnu Isls?oc 
'ens$ rJe rlsns lou

sr sql secBld llrBcgllfrs ssel ur 1nq pesn eq pFoqs (3er3
13111 !UO+ Speas) acu"ueloJd 1eco1 seere uorp^rdsuot
uI 'suorgpuoc 

Iecol JoJ elerJdoJdd? eJe spoqleu
Surtueld teqa,r pue 'sluuld Sunof ro pees esn ol rJqreq,tr
'esn otr serceds qrlqa lnoq? err^pe {ees o} Irudleq sl
I 'peldrue0€ sr 3ur1ue1d g1 Surgeu ;o qsruq q1r,Ll pecu l
Srncue; dn Sugndro (3uqsruq) seqru?rq u^Aop 8ul,{q fq
pe eu{r? eq u?c srqJ loor o1s} u"c queld 1eq1 os lred
ur lseel le 'uoq€sllrq?ls errnber lslg slno,r\olq pues

'Fusseccns .,fie/r pe,rord seq slcefoJd uo4e]llq?qeJ

IalsBor w sdnoJS .&runluuroc puu srealrmlo,r 3o dleq
eql s38?ls rn pelueueldur 'u"ld uIJat 3uo1 e arrnber
feru 11 'alqepeae sermose.r pue ?ere eqlJo speeu eql uo
spuedep seere pe8?uep dlsnoues 3o uorlelllqeqeu

'pe^orrreJ eff sluelo

IBlssoc eql uo semsseJd erllJr ,tPlrmb flqeTeurer eceld
elel uec uorpleEa^eJ I?Jn$N 

'e 
FsJ.dooc eldoed lsoru

e{eru l1r,r\ eBBuSrs pu€ uorpcnpfl lseor eql pue sJesn
qloq lueueq ol s3 os 3JJ3 ue ol sseJJE SmsllBuoller pue
'suJe$ed Jesn Sur,gluepl ,{q $o.& I€lseoc Uels 01 poo8
sl 1I t"ql prmoJ s,\"q sgedxg 'elqele,re , Ipeer sr 1r pue
'eaueuelulelu 

Ielseoc uo .&roq-A{oll)lJo lol e sr sjeql
'luepl^e sr enl8^ crFqlsee pue uorlssJceJ

IelsEor Jo rDro^d. rfielsuoru eql 'pu?In pu?ls Jelrurs
p Jo lug qll^\ patsu-rluoJ sr told aprsees e Jo Jnfe^ eqr

JIlnq 
'dauou prrs eur4Jo emllpuedxe Jo fquo,i6.un pue

e 4cnpordrm suees lseoc erLL 'urp ,(ed sr puel ru:eg
g aapd uoqpanutuod

VAOTJ

atuaq7s aj.tptl rol puDT ar4lo .o11a1sna1,1


