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activityamongstcamivorous plants,
some recent observations have
shown that this is not always the
case, it appears that birds may
pollinate some species. Acolleague,
Alan Burbidge, passed on to me an
observation ffom Cheryl Gole [the
WA organiser of Birds Australia's
Atlas survey - E{ who had watched
a honeyeater feeding on a climbing
Drosera. From her pressed
specimen, I determined the plant to
be Drosera macrantha subsp.
macrantha,

Cheryl reported: "On the 7h Aug,
1998, between 11.00 am and 12.25
pm, I observed a Brown-headed
Honeyeater feeding from the flower
of a Drosera species. The bird was
observed feeding at the flower and
did not appear to be taking insects
flom the leaves of the plant. The
bird was perched on one ofthe dead
branches of a fallen shrub and the
Drosera was twining through the
twigs and branches of this."

Although Cheryl's observation
that she did not see the bird taking
insects fiom the leaves - ie, insect
prey caught by the dewy glands on
the leaves - Brown-headed
Honeyeaters do take insects as part
of their diet. Perhaps the bird may
have been taking the small, free-
roaming Drosera bugs which are
always present on Drosera species
throughout Australia (see Lowrie
1998, pp34-36).

On the other hand, the bird may
indeed have been taking nectar fiom
the flowers. The anthers of thrs
species are long and erect, as are its
branching stigmas. A honeyeater
taking nectar from around the base
of the ovary would certainly have
its facial feathers dustedwithpollen.
In the process of nectar-gathering,
pollen would be transferred from
the anthers to the stigmas, from one
flower to the next, as the bird went
about its feeding activity.

The climbing species of Dros era
have certainly evolved to provide
the perfect conditions for birds to
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visit their flowers. By growing up
through the branches oflow shrubs
they have not only managed to
display their flowers well above the
supporting vegetation, buthave also
provided many strong hosfplant
perches for the birds to gain access
to the flowers. These quite delicate
climbing Dros era species would not
stand up to birds climbing along
their length. It makes sense to
provide strong nearby perches for
your pollinator visitor.

There are a number of climbing
Drosero species in south-west WA
with one D. macrantha subsp-

planchonii extending to the eastem
states ofAustralia. Species such as
D. pallida, D. subhirtella and D.
erythrogyne to name a few, may
also be pollinated by honeyeaters. It
is interesting to note that all ofthese
species climb up their supporting
host shrub by cementing some of
their altemate leaves, especially the
longerones, onto various parts ofits
supporting host. It always amazes
methatthese climbing species,using
only a small number of leaves for
attachment, always manage to
openly display their flowers above
or to the side oftheir anchor host.

The cementing process of the
leaves to their anchorage post rs
also an amazing adaptation. The
long glands around the rim of the
lamina not only catch insect prey
but when needed can also be used
by the plant as support on nearby
branches of shrubs. When glands
come into contact with a suitable
anchorage position a number of
glands somehow cement the back
oftheir glands onto the supporthost.
The adhesion is so complete that the
glands will break fiom the rim of
the lamina before they will part
company with the host branch.

I have often wondered what
strange insect could be the pollinator
of another carnivorous plant,
Utricularta menziesii, a common
species found north of Perth to east
of Esperance. This species captures
and digests prey with bladderlike
traps wh ich are positioned on and in
the wet soil amongst, as well as
below, its compact clump of basal
leaves. The nectary spur of thrs
species is huge and is generally about
three times Ionger than the lower lip
ofthe flower. It is not only long but
thick and wide as well. It contains a
large amount ofnectar. I have often
thought the insect pollinator would
have to be one strange insect, to
have aproboscis of similar length to
the nectary spur of {l menziesiil

My thoughts on what insect may
be this species' pollinator reminds
me of the slory o[ Charles Darwin
who received an orchid Angraecum
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