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The Western Spotted Frcg continued from page 7

the majority of recruitment failures
were due to ponds never filling with
water (especially in the drought of
2001) or ponds drying too early,
leading to mass tadpole deaths. It
seems that the problem riright lie in
the Westem Spotted Frog's switch
to human-modified iandscapes. It
now breeds in ditches, salinity-
interceptor banks and dams which
do not hold water for long enough.
The cues for breeding sites (possibly
the ability to sense below-ground
water) often lead to ludicrous
situati.ons like frogs calling in the
damp sections of a paddock that is
neverlikely to formapond! Itwasn't
a l l  bad news though.  Some
populations did recruit each year
and these were the ones with the
deepest ponds that held water for
more than 3 months. Ongoing
studies to identify these important
b r e e d i n g  p o n d s  w i l l  a s s i s t  i n
managing this species.

Anyway, there is much more to
tell. so stay tuned for more on *ris
topic in future issues of lVestern
Wildlfet Meanwtnle if you are lucky

enough to have Western Spotted
Frogs in your area, listen out for
their moumful calls drifting across
the landscape on a still moonlit
evening in autuml. Spare a thought
[or  these amphib ian bat t lers
adapting to a human-modified
landscape ... and hope that they are
well acquainted with their next-door
neighbours!

Robert Davis is in the process of

finalising his PhD thesis in Zoology
at the School of Animal Biology,
UWA. He has studied Western
Sported Frogs and otherfroB species

for the past 5 years.
Rob can be contacted at
rob@ graduate.uwa. edu.au and
would love to hear of any Westem
Spotted Frog sightings. An
electronic copy of the Western
Spotted Frog call is available on
requesl, to aid identification. The
best time to look and listenforthese

frogs is during the autumn breeding
season from March to late June.

This cone wqs found beneoih
Slender Bonksio, L ollenuoto, ltees
oi Yqnchep lqst November, lt hos
b,een siripped righl b'ock fo show
the rother beoutiful poiiern mqde
by ihe inside of the seed follicles.
Con you guess how this wos done?

Ans: Quite righil l twqsdone by
our noisy friends wilh ihe immensely
power fu l  beoks ,  Cqrnoby 's
Cockotoos. They open the cones
so thoi they cqn eqt lhe seeds,
Ohonk you to Dovid Lomont for this
puzze.)

Implementinq a Biodiversity Reregetation Project continue.l from page i

that are contributing to a rising
watertable. High recharge areas are
in the upper catchment and
commonly form undulating
landforms. Low recharge or
discharge areas occur in the drainage
lines or valley floor. A network of
piezometers is located across the
catchment and indicates the
watertable rise after long term
monitoring. This map was used to
identify areas of high potential
recharge that could be revegetated
to prevent the further spread of
salinity in the Wallatin Creek
catchment.

Local provenance seed was
collected each year from Nature
Reserves and some private remnants
in the catchment. This seed was
used for both tube stock and direct
seeding. In the second year of the
project each farmer who had a

revegetation site was invited to come
and help collect seed for a couple of
hours. This enabled them to
understand the techniques in seed
collection and appreciate the
importance of local provenance
seed.

The tube stock was grown rn
selected nurseries. These nurseries
were visited during the growing
season to ensure that seedlings were
produced to specified standards.

The site preparation included
ripping to a suitable depth and
controlling weeds by herbicide
appl icat ion.  Plant ing each
revegerat ion s i te  took p lace in
partnership with the farmers,
Revegetation Officer, other CALM
staff and local volunteers.

A debriefing meeting and dinner
was organised after the planting

season with the farmers who had
revegetation designs implemented.
The debriefing questionnaire results
were compiled to improve the
adoption and implementation of the
project and associated revegetation
techniques. It was also used to
document the decision-makins
process used by landholders.

These biodiversity revegetation
sites have been written up as case
studies and can be found on the
Nature Base website along with
other tools and tips for revegetation.
h t t p : / / w w w . c a l m . w a .  g o v . a u /
proj ects/habitat/revegetation.html

For further infotmation contact:
Susie Muryhy White, Reve gelation
Olfirer CALM Merredin
sus iem @ c alm.w a. g ov. au


