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KING KONG AND MINNIE MOUSE!

tfH E rwo phascogales are r.ery
I different in size when you see

them together! These mounted
specimens used in the LFW display
at Woolorama show the differences
clearly. On the left the Wambenger
or  Brush- ta i led Phascogale,
Phas co gale tapoara/a, is largerthan
a rat ,  whi le  the Red-ta i led
Phascogale, P. calura, is much
smaller. Wambengers are found rn
the higher-rainfall forests of the
lower south-west, while Red-tails
are in western wheatbelt woodlands.

Both animals rest during the day
in a snug nest in a tree hollow,
coming out at night to hunt. They
take mostly invertebrates such as
insects, spiders and centipedes, but
they will also have a go at any
vertebrates they think they might be
able to subdue - one LFWer recently
described seeing a wambenger
riding a chook around the yard,
biting away. They are considerably
smaller than chuditch, so the wire
netting around hen runs in forested

country may need to be very fine
indeed!

The males compete for females
during the winter breeding season,
and may exhaust themselves by so
doing, being easily caught by cats
or knocked overby cars afterwards.
Females may bearup to eightyoung.

Avril Baxter

"Looking ofter Ausholio for
everybody - the Lucky
Counfry"
Joqnno Seqbrook

Privote pub icolion

Reqders will remember ihol in WW
7/4 Joonno Seqbrook wrote qn
qrticle "Hoil to thee, blyihe spirit"
promoting the ideo of mok ng rurol
towns more widlife-friendly, ll wos
one of o series of qrticles published
n q York pqper thqt together leod
to her 'Dreom' for future Austrq iq,
These hove now been gothered
together ond produced in o smoll
bul inspirolionql bookel lhot wos
lounched by the York LCDC in
l\,4orch.

Some copies mqy be qvoiloble for
purchqse. lf you ore interested,
pleose contoct the outhor on
9641 1667 or by emqill
joqnnoseobrook@weslnei.com.ou

"Life olong lond's edge -
wildlife on lhe shores or
Roebuck Boy, Broome"
D,l, Rogers, T. Piersmo, lV. Lovoleye,
G B Peorson & P. de Goeij

CALIVI . Perih

539.95 + p&h

f you hove ever been to Broome,
ond especio ly if you hove visited
the Broome Bird Observqtory, you
will odore th s book. Sfunningly
ilustrqted wilh photos by Jon von
de Kom,  i i  i s  pocked fu l l  o f
foscinoling nolurol hisiory oboulthe
fqunq qnd floro of the coostol oreo
of Roebuck Bqy qs well os how
people use ihe oreo. Everything
obout  how the  coos t  ond i t s
inhobiionls lve ond nteroct qre
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descr plions ofwhoi llves ln or on ihe
mud -the most biodiverse mud-flots
in the worldl

Greqt for your own bookshelf, or os
o preseni for fiiends.
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