
WesGwm

NEWSLETTER

NO BUTI ABOUT MYRMECIA ANTS!
Piete-Ulric Achour

rarely encountered. One species has
accidentally been introduced into
N ew Zealand (M b rev i no d a). These
ants are widespread throughout the
continent, and can be found in a
wide range ofhabitats in temperate
and arid climatic zones, being
particularly abundant inwoodlands,
coastal heath and open forests. They
are not well represented in the
northem tropical regions.

Myrmecia has long been
considered ataxonomically diffi cult
genus, with many of its species
displaying intemal variations in size
and colour .  Never theless,
morphological and molecular data
strongly indicate that nine species-
groups exist within the genus, each
represent ing qui te  d is t inct
morphological types.

ldentificotion ond generol
biology

Myrmecia ants are unlikely to be
confused with any other ants. Some
Myrmecia ants are among the largest
of all ant species, ranging from 36
mm in total length to relatively small
species ofS mm in length. They can
also be recognised easily by therr
large protruding eyes, elongate
toothed mandibles and the powerful
functional sting characterising most
of the larger species. Many of the
smaller diurnal species display
bright or contrasting coloration
pattems, in different shades of red
oryellow and black, as a waming of
their sting to vertebrate predators.
Two species commonly found rn
the South-west ofWestem Australia
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Consetving the noture of WA

About the genus

Il lf vrnecia ants are Australian
IVlentomolosical icons. Thev arc
very distinctive- in appearance and
are conspicuous elements of our
insect fauna. Within the Formicidae
(ant family) this subfamily has long
been considered lo be a monogeneric
taxon, only comprised of the genus
Mymecia.The genus is well known
uriderthevemacularterm'Bull' ants,
for which two forms are colloquially
identified: the 'inch' or 'giant bull'
ants for their large size, as well as
Jack-jumper' or Jumpingjack' ants,
for their ability to hop.

The genus is diverse, comprising
9 1 described species at present, with
90 of these endemic to Australia.
The rernaining species occurs inNew
Caledonia (M. apicalis) where it is

Fig L Two species commonly found oround the S-
W of WA, (()) The small M, urens 'Boby Bull ont', is
found on vegelqtion of our coostol heothj ond
(b) lf 'e lorge M. vindex 'Bull qnt', js q conspicuous
ground dweller found in our woodlonds. Thgse
two species exemplify well the voriotions In
ecology ond morphologyfound qcrossthe genus.
Scole = 2mm. (Photosr P-U Achouf)
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Fig2. General Myrmeclo morphology, using M, urens in dorsol view. Typicol
feoiures includer (q) o constricted obdominol segmenl, (b) q distinclly
defined obdomen (mesonotum), (c) o group of ocelli on fop of the heqd,
(d) lorge anterior eyes ond (e) long toothed mondibles. Note thqt the
protruding sting is not.vlsible in this i l luslrqlion, (Photot P-U Achour)
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